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Between Rationalism and Empiricism
Causation is a central topic in many areas of philosophy. In metaphysics,
philosophers want to know what causation is, and how it is related to laws of
nature, probability, action, and freedom of the will. In epistemology, philosophers
investigate how causal claims can be inferred from statistical data, and how
causation is related to perception, knowledge and explanation. In the philosophy of
mind, philosophers want to know whether and how the mind can be said to have
causal efficacy, and in ethics, whether there is a moral distinction between acts
and omissions and whether the moral value of an act can be judged according to
its consequences. And causation is a contested concept in other fields of enquiry,
such as biology, physics, and the law. This book provides an in-depth and
comprehensive overview of these and other topics, as well as the history of the
causation debate from the ancient Greeks to the logical empiricists. The chapters
provide surveys of contemporary debates, while often also advancing novel and
controversial claims; and each includes a comprehensive bibliography and
suggestions for further reading. The book is thus the most comprehensive source
of information about causation currently available, and will be invaluable for upperlevel undergraduates through to professional philosophers.

The Oxford Handbook of Causation
For the last forty years, two claims have been at the core of disputes about
scientific change: that scientists reason rationally and that science is progressive.
For most of this time discussions were polarized between philosophers, who
defended traditional Enlightenment ideas about rationality and progress, and
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sociologists, who espoused relativism and constructivism. Recently, creative new
ideas going beyond the polarized positions have come from the history of science,
feminist criticism of science, psychology of science, and anthropology of science.
Addressing the traditional arguments as well as building on these new ideas,
Miriam Solomon constructs a new epistemology of science. After discussions of the
nature of empirical success and its relation to truth, Solomon offers a new, social
account of scientific rationality. She shows that the pursuit of empirical success
and truth can be consistent with both dissent and consensus, and that the
distinction between dissent and consensus is of little epistemic significance. In
building this social epistemology of science, she shows that scientific communities
are not merely the locus of distributed expert knowledge and a resource for
criticism but also the site of distributed decision making. Throughout, she
illustrates her ideas with case studies from late-nineteenth- and twentieth-century
physical and life sciences. Replacing the traditional focus on methods and
heuristics to be applied by individual scientists, Solomon emphasizes science
funding, administration, and policy. One of her goals is to have a positive influence
on scientific decision making through practical social recommendations.

Priest of Nature
A textbook for communications students that integrates the basic rules of science
with the research procedures that follow those rules. Suitable for undergraduates
and as a first research methods text for graduate students. Annotation copyright
Book News, Inc. Portland, Or.

Logical Empiricism at Its Peak
Logical empiricism remains a strong influence in the philosophy of science, despite
the discipline's shift toward more historical and naturalistic approaches. This latest
volume in the eminent Minnesota Studies in the Philosophy of Science series
examines the main features of the intellectual milieu from which logical empiricism
sprang, providing the first critical exploration of this context by authors within the
Anglo-American analytic tradition of philosophy. These articles challenge the idea
that logical empiricism has its origins in traditional British empiricism, pointing
instead to a movement of scientific philosophy that flourished in the Germanspeaking areas of Europe in the first four decades of the twentieth century. The
intellectual refugees from the Third Reich who brought logical empiricism to North
America did so in an environment influenced by Einstein's new physics, the
ascension of modern logic, the birth of the social sciences as rivals to traditional
humanistic philosophy, and other large-scale social, political, and cultural themes.

European Philosophy of Science - Philosophy of Science in
Europe and the Viennese Heritage
Offers the first overarching history of the humanities from Antiquity to the present.

Social Empiricism
This book contains the papers presented at the second biennial meeting of the
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Philosophy of Science Association, held in Boston in Fall, 1970. We have added the
paper by Jaakko Hintikka which he was unable to present due to illness, and we
have unfortunately not received the paper of Michael Scriven. Otherwise, these
proceedings are complete so far as formal presentations. The meeting itself was
dedicated to the memory of Rudolf Carnap. This great man and distinguished
philosopher had died shortly before. The five talks from the session devoted to
recollections of Professor Carnap are printed at the beginning of this book, and
they are followed by eight other tributes and memories. We are particularly
grateful to Wolfgang Stegmiiller for permitting us to include a translation of his
eloge which was broadcast in Germany. The photographs were kindly contributed
by Hannah Thost-Carnap. ROGER C. BUCK Department of History and Philosophy of
Science, Indiana University ROBER T S. COHEN Boston Center for the Philosophy of
Science, Boston University Photograph by Francis Schmidt, 1935 Photograph by
Adya, 1962 TABLE OF CONTENTS PREFACE v HOMAGE TO RUDOLF CARNAP XI
Herbert Feigl, Carl G. Hempel, Richard C. Jeffrey, W. V. Quine, A. Shimony,
Yehoshua Bar-Hillel, Herbert G. Bohnert, Robert S. Cohen, Charles Hartshorne,
David Kaplan, Charles Morris, Maria Reichenbach, Wolfgang Stegmiiller
SYMPOSIUM: THEORETICAL ENTITIES IN STATISTICAL EXPLANATION JAMES G.
GREENO / Theoretical Entities in Statistical Explanation 3 WESLEY C. SALMON /
Explanation and Relevance: Comments on James G.

Science in the Age of Sensibility
This text identifies the profound philosophical problems that science raises through
an examination of enduring questions about its nature, methods and justification.

Philosophy of Science
How does science work? Does it tell us what the world is "really" like? What makes
it different from other ways of understanding the universe? In Theory and Reality,
Peter Godfrey-Smith addresses these questions by taking the reader on a grand
tour of one hundred years of debate about science. The result is a completely
accessible introduction to the main themes of the philosophy of science. Intended
for undergraduates and general readers with no prior background in philosophy,
Theory and Reality covers logical positivism; the problems of induction and
confirmation; Karl Popper's theory of science; Thomas Kuhn and "scientific
revolutions"; the views of Imre Lakatos, Larry Laudan, and Paul Feyerabend; and
challenges to the field from sociology of science, feminism, and science studies.
The book then looks in more detail at some specific problems and theories,
including scientific realism, the theory-ladeness of observation, scientific
explanation, and Bayesianism. Finally, Godfrey-Smith defends a form of
philosophical naturalism as the best way to solve the main problems in the field.
Throughout the text he points out connections between philosophical debates and
wider discussions about science in recent decades, such as the infamous "science
wars." Examples and asides engage the beginning student; a glossary of terms
explains key concepts; and suggestions for further reading are included at the end
of each chapter. However, this is a textbook that doesn't feel like a textbook
because it captures the historical drama of changes in how science has been
conceived over the last one hundred years. Like no other text in this field, Theory
and Reality combines a survey of recent history of the philosophy of science with
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current key debates in language that any beginning scholar or critical reader can
follow.

Explanation and Experiment in Social Psychological Science
First published in 1978, this reissue presents a seminal philosophical work by
professor Putnam, in which he puts forward a conception of knowledge which
makes ethics, practical knowledge and non-mathematic parts of the social sciences
just as much parts of 'knowledge' as the sciences themselves. He also rejects the
idea that knowledge can be demarcated from non-knowledge by the fact that the
former alone adheres to 'the scientific method'. The first part of the book consists
of Professor Putnam's John Locke lectures, delivered at the University of Oxford in
1976, offering a detailed examination of a 'physicalist' theory of reference against
a background of the works of Tarski, Carnap, Popper, Hempel and Kant. The
analysis then extends to notions of truth, the character of linguistic enquiry and
social scientific enquiry in general, interconnecting with the great metaphysical
problem of realism, the nature of language and reference, and the character of
ourselves.

Rudolf Carnap and the Legacy of Logical Empiricism
This open access book chronicles the rise of a new scientific paradigm offering
novel insights into the age-old enigmas of existence. Over 300 years ago, the
human mind discovered the machine code of reality: mathematics. By utilizing
abstract thought systems, humans began to decode the workings of the cosmos.
From this understanding, the current scientific paradigm emerged, ultimately
discovering the gift of technology. Today, however, our island of knowledge is
surrounded by ever longer shores of ignorance. Science appears to have hit a dead
end when confronted with the nature of reality and consciousness. In this
fascinating and accessible volume, James Glattfelder explores a radical paradigm
shift uncovering the ontology of reality. It is found to be information-theoretic and
participatory, yielding a computational and programmable universe.

Constructive Empiricism
This book is about explanation and experiment in a science of human action. It
aims to provide a philosophy of social psychological science that both embodies
sound principles of scientific reasoning and is sensitive to the social psychological
dimensions of human action. The guiding principle of this book is the belief that the
logical forms of causal explanation and experimental evaluation can be ef fectively
employed in the scientific analysis of meaningful human action. According to most
accounts, social psychological science has been in a more or less constant state of
crisis for the past decades, having been subject to a host of criticisms on moral,
political, methodological, and philosophical grounds. Many of these critiques have
been directed against the still dominant conception of social psychological enquiry
as a causal and objective scientific discipline that is closely analogous to (if not to
be identified as a branch ot) the natural sciences. Thus, many of the most vigorous
debates have concerned the nature of explanation and the utility of
experimentation in a social psychological discipline.
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Logical Empiricism in North America
First Published in 1996. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.

Origins of Logical Empiricism
Studies in Recent Philosophy
Thirteen specially written essays discuss topics from the work of the leading
philosopher of science Bas van Fraassen. The unifying theme is empiricism.
Included is an extensive and intriguing reply by van Fraassen, in which he develops
his views further, and offers new insights into the nature of science, empiricism,
and philosophy itself.

Philosophy of Science
Scientism
This volume combines the theoretical and historical perspective focusing on the
specific features of a European philosophy of science. On the occasion of the 20th
anniversary of the Institute Vienna Circle the Viennese roots and influences will be
addressed, in addition. There is no doubt that contemporary philosophy of science
originated mainly in Europe beginning in the 19th century and has influenced
decisively the subsequent development of globalized philosophy of science, esp. in
North America. Recent research in this field documents some specific
characteristics of philosophy of science covering the natural, social, and also
cultural sciences in the European context up to the destruction and forced
migration caused by Fascism and National Socialism. This European perspective
with the integration of history and philosophy of science and the current situation
in the philosophy of science after the transatlantic interaction and transformation,
and the “return” after World War II raises the question of contemporary European
characteristics in the philosophy of science. The role and function of the renowned
Vienna Circle of Logical Empiricism and its impact and influence on contemporary
philosophy of science is on the agenda, too. Accordingly, the general topic is dealt
with in two parallel sessions representing systematic-formal as well as genetichistorical perspectives on philosophy of science in a European context up to the
present.

The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Science
Constructive empiricism is not just a view regarding the aim of science; it is also a
view regarding the epistemological framework in which one should debate the aim
of science. This is the focus of this book – not with scientific truth, but with how one
should argue about scientific truth.

Origins of Logical Empiricism
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"An essential overview of an important intellectual movement, Logical Empiricism
in North America offers the first significant, sustained, and multidisciplinary
attempt to understand the intellectual, cultural, and political dimensions of logical
empiricism's transmission from Europe, subsequent development in North America,
and influence on our understanding of science in the twenty-first century."--BOOK
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights
Reserved

Science and Relativism
Bas C. van Fraassen presents an original exploration of how we represent the
world. Science represents natural phenomena by means of theories, as well as in
many concrete ways by such means as pictures, graphs, table-top models, and
computer simulations. Scientific Representation begins with an inquiry into the
nature of representation in general, drawing on such diverse sources as Plato's
dialogues, the development of perspectival drawing in the Renaissance, and the
geometric styles of modelling in modern physics. Starting with Mach's and
Poincaré's analyses of measurement and the 'problem of coordination', van
Fraassen then presents a view of measurement outcomes as representations. With
respect to the theories of contemporary science he defends an empiricist
structuralist version of the 'picture theory' of science, through an inquiry into the
paradoxes that came to light in twentieth-century philosophies of science. Van
Fraassen concludes with an analysis of the complex relationship between
appearance and reality in the scientific world-picture.

Logical Positivism, Pragmatism, and Scientific Empiricism
This Institute's Yearbook for the most part, documents its recent activities and
provides a forum for the discussion of exact philosophy, logical and empirical
investigations, and analysis of language. This volume holds a collection of papers
on various aspects of the work of Rudolf Carnap by an international group of
distinguished scholars.

The Scientific Image
Images of Empiricism
This book is designed to introduce doctoral and graduate students to the process
of scientific research in the social sciences, business, education, public health, and
related disciplines.

Philosophical Papers
Logical empiricism remains a strong influence in the philosophy of science, despite
the discipline's shift toward more historical and naturalistic approaches. This latest
volume in the eminent Minnesota Studies in the Philosophy of Science series
examines the main features of the intellectual milieu from which logical empiricism
sprang, providing the first critical exploration of this context by authors within the
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Anglo-American analytic tradition of philosophy. These articles challenge the idea
that logical empiricism has its origins in traditional British empiricism, pointing
instead to a movement of scientific philosophy that flourished in the Germanspeaking areas of Europe in the first four decades of the twentieth century. The
intellectual refugees from the Third Reich who brought logical empiricism to North
America did so in an environment influenced by Einstein's new physics, the
ascension of modern logic, the birth of the social sciences as rivals to traditional
humanistic philosophy, and other large-scale social, political, and cultural themes.

Fugitive Science
"Churchland and Hooker have collected ten papers by prominent philosophers of
science which challenge van Fraassen's thesis from a variety of realist
perspectives. Together with van Fraassen's extensive reply . . . these articles
provide a comprehensive picture of the current debate in philosophy of science
between realists and anti-realists."—Jeffrey Bub and David MacCallum, Foundations
of Physics Letters

The Empirical Stance
This handbook provides both an overview of state-of-the-art scholarship in
philosophy of science, as well as a guide to new directions in the discipline. Section
I contains broad overviews of the main lines of research and the state of
established knowledge in six principal areas of the discipline, including
computational, physical, biological, psychological and social sciences, as well as
general philosophy of science. Section II covers what are considered to be the
traditional topics in the philosophy of science, such as causation, probability,
models, ethics and values, and explanation. Section III identifies new areas of
investigation that show promise of becoming important areas of research,
including the philosophy of astronomy and astrophysics, data, complexity theory,
neuroscience, simulations, post-Kuhnian philosophy, post-empiricist epistemology,
and emergence. Most chapters are accessible to scientifically educated nonphilosophers as well as to professional philosophers, and the contributors - all
leading researchers in their field -- bring diverse perspectives from the North
American, European, and Australasian research communities. This volume is an
essential resource for scholars and students.

Social Science Research
Scientific realism is a central, long-standing, and hotly debated topic in philosophy
of science. Debates about scientific realism concern the very nature and extent of
scientific knowledge and progress. Scientific realists defend a positive epistemic
attitude towards our best theories and models regarding how they represent the
world that is unobservable to our naked senses. Various realist theses are under
sceptical fire from scientific antirealists, e.g. empiricists and instrumentalists. The
different dimensions of the ensuing debate centrally connect to numerous other
topics in philosophy of science and beyond. The Routledge Handbook of Scientific
Realism is an outstanding reference source – the first collection of its kind – to the
key issues, positions, and arguments in this important topic. Its thirty-four
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chapters, written by a team of international experts, are divided into five parts:
Historical development of the realist stance Classic debate: core issues and
positions Perspectives on contemporary debates The realism debate in disciplinary
context Broader reflections In these sections, the core issues and debates
presented, analysed, and set into broader historical and disciplinary contexts. The
central issues covered include motivations and arguments for realism; challenges
to realism from underdetermination and history of science; different variants of
realism; the connection of realism to relativism and perspectivism; and the
relationship between realism, metaphysics, and epistemology. The Routledge
Handbook of Scientific Realism is essential reading for students and researchers in
philosophy of science. It will also be very useful for anyone interested in the nature
and extent of scientific knowledge.

Developing Nursing Knowledge
This text offers a comprehensive discussion of philosophies that are relevant to the
conceptualization and development of the knowledge base and discipline of
nursing. Coverage progresses from classical philosophy to the rationalism of
Descartes, the roots of modern science in British empiricism, the evolution of
modern science, and the concept of interpretive inquiry. Also included are chapters
on the knowledge-practice connection and models for nursing knowledge
development. This book explores how philosophy shapes aspects of nursing and
provides students with a much richer and fuller understanding of how nursing
works, how it can be approached most effectively, and how it might be shaped to
advance in the future.

Research Methods for Communication Science
I would like to record my thanks to Paul Thompson for useful conver sations over
the years, and also to several generations of students who have helped me
develop my ideas on biological theory and on Darwin. My wife has, as usual, been
more than helpful; in particular she typed a good portion of the manuscript while I
was on leave a few years ago, more now than I like to remember. My parents were
both looking forward to holding a final copy of this book. I only regret that my
mother did not live long enough to see its completion. I must also thank the
publishers and their staff. They have been re markably patient about meeting
deadlines - promises were repeatedly made and then, owing to family situations,
had to be broken - and for this I am considerably in their debt. I would further like
to thank the following authors and publishers for permission to use their work: R.
C. Lewontin, The Genetic Basis of Evolutionary Change, Figure 1, p. 14; © 1964
Columbia University Press; reprinted here by kind permission of the author and
publisher. F. Wilson, 'Goudge's Contribution to the Philosophy of Science', in L. W.
Sumner, J. G. Slater, and F. Wilson (eds.), Pragmatism and Purpose: Essays in
Honour of T. A. Goudge; © 1964 University of Toronto Press; reproduced here in
part by kind permission of all the editors and the publisher.

A New History of the Humanities
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Information—Consciousness—Reality
First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.

Scientific Representation
Honorable Mention, 2019 MLA Prize for a First Book Sole Finalist Mention for the
2018 Lora Romero First Book Prize, presented by the American Studies Association
Exposes the influential work of a group of black artists to confront and refute
scientific racism. Traversing the archives of early African American literature,
performance, and visual culture, Britt Rusert uncovers the dynamic experiments of
a group of black writers, artists, and performers. Fugitive Science chronicles a littleknown story about race and science in America. While the history of scientific
racism in the nineteenth century has been well-documented, there was also a
counter-movement of African Americans who worked to refute its claims. Far from
rejecting science, these figures were careful readers of antebellum science who
linked diverse fields—from astronomy to physiology—to both on-the-ground
activism and more speculative forms of knowledge creation. Routinely excluded
from institutions of scientific learning and training, they transformed cultural
spaces like the page, the stage, the parlor, and even the pulpit into laboratories of
knowledge and experimentation. From the recovery of neglected figures like
Robert Benjamin Lewis, Hosea Easton, and Sarah Mapps Douglass, to new accounts
of Martin Delany, Henry Box Brown, and Frederick Douglass, Fugitive Science
makes natural science central to how we understand the origins and development
of African American literature and culture. This distinct and pioneering book will
spark interest from anyone wishing to learn more on race and society.

Explanation and Experiment in Social Psychological Science
Computational methods have become the dominant technique in many areas of
science. This book contains the first systematic philosophical account of these new
methods and their consequences for scientific method. This book will be of interest
to philosophers of science and to anyone interested in the role played by
computers in modern science.

Theory and Reality
This book is about explanation and experiment in a science of human action. It
aims to provide a philosophy of social psychological science that both embodies
sound principles of scientific reasoning and is sensitive to the social psychological
dimensions of human action. The guiding principle of this book is the belief that the
logical forms of causal explanation and experimental evaluation can be ef fectively
employed in the scientific analysis of meaningful human action. According to most
accounts, social psychological science has been in a more or less constant state of
crisis for the past decades, having been subject to a host of criticisms on moral,
political, methodological, and philosophical grounds. Many of these critiques have
been directed against the still dominant conception of social psychological enquiry
as a causal and objective scientific discipline that is closely analogous to (if not to
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be identified as a branch ot) the natural sciences. Thus, many of the most vigorous
debates have concerned the nature of explanation and the utility of
experimentation in a social psychological discipline.

Empiricism and Darwin’s Science
Scheibe is one of the most important philosophers of science in Germany. He has
written extensively on all the problems that confront the philosophy of physics:
rationalism vs. empiricism; reductionism; the foundations of quantum mechanics;
space-time, and much more. Since little of his work has been translated into
English, he is not yet well known internationally. However, this collection of some
40 of his papers will remedy this unfortunate situation.

The Journal of Philosophy, Psychology and Scientific Methods
The aim of The Scientific Image is to develop an empiricist alternative to both
logical positivism and scientific realism. Against positivism, the author insists on a
literal interpretation of the language of science, and on an irreducibly pragmatic
dimension of theory acceptance. Againstrealism he argues that the central aim of
science is empirical adequacy, and that the only belief involved in the acceptance
of a scientific theory is belief that the theory fits the observable phenomena.To
substatiate this, the book presents three mutually supporting theories concerning
science. The first is an account of the relation between a scientific theory and the
empirical world. The second is a new theory of explanation and why-questions,
according to which the explanatory power of a theoryis a pragmatic aspect which
goes beyond its empirical import, but which provides no additional reasons for
believing it. And the third is an interpretation of probability in physical theory, with
reference to both classical and quantum physics.The presentation of these three
central theses is preceded by two chapters which provide an informal introduction
to current debates in the philosophy of science, particularly concerning scientific
realism.

PSA 1970
After Sir Isaac Newton revealed his discovery that white light was compounded of
more basic colored rays, he was hailed as a genius and became an instant
international celebrity. An interdisciplinary enthusiast and intellectual giant in a
number of disciplines, Newton published revolutionary, field-defining works that
reached across the scientific spectrum, including the Principia Mathematica and
Opticks. His renown opened doors for him throughout his career, ushering him into
prestigious positions at Cambridge, the Royal Mint, and the Royal Society. And yet,
alongside his public success, Newton harbored religious beliefs that set him at
odds with law and society, and, if revealed, threatened not just his livelihood but
his life. Religion and faith dominated much of Newton's life and work. His papers,
never made available to the public, were filled with biblical speculation and
timelines along with passages that excoriated the early Church fathers. Indeed, his
radical theological leanings rendered him a heretic, according to the doctrines of
the Anglican Church. Newton believed that the central concept of the Trinity was a
diabolical fraud and loathed the idolatry, cruelty, and persecution that had come to
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define religion in his time. Instead, he proposed a "simple Christianity"--a faith that
would center on a few core beliefs and celebrate diversity in religious thinking and
practice. An utterly original but obsessively private religious thinker, Newton
composed several of the most daring works of any writer of the early modern
period, works which he and his inheritors suppressed and which have been largely
inaccessible for centuries. In Priest of Nature, historian Rob Iliffe introduces readers
to Newton the religious animal, deepening our understanding of the relationship
between faith and science at a formative moment in history and thought. Previous
scholars and biographers have generally underestimated the range and complexity
of Newton's religious writings, but Iliffe shows how wide-ranging his observations
and interests were, spanning the entirety of Christian history from Creation to the
Apocalypse. Iliffe's book allows readers to fully engage in the theological discussion
that dominated Newton's age. A vibrant biography of one of history's towering
scientific figures, Priest of Nature is the definitive work on the spiritual views of the
man who fundamentally changed how we look at the universe.

The Routledge Handbook of Scientific Realism
What is empiricism and what could it be? Bas C. van Fraassen, one of the world’s
foremost contributors to philosophical logic and the philosophy of science, here
undertakes a fresh consideration of these questions and offers a program for
renewal of the empiricist tradition. The empiricist tradition is not and could not be
defined by common doctrines, but embodies a certain stance in philosophy, van
Fraassen says. This stance is displayed first of all in a searing, recurrent critique of
metaphysics, and second in a focus on experience that requires a voluntarist view
of belief and opinion. Van Fraassen focuses on the philosophical problems of
scientific and conceptual revolutions and on the not unrelated ruptures between
religious and secular ways of seeing or conceiving of ourselves. He explores what it
is to be or not be secular and points the way toward a new relationship between
secularism and science within philosophy.

Images of Science
This user-friendly text covers key issues in the philosophy of science in an
accessible and philosophically serious way. It will prove valuable to students
studying philosophy of science as well as science students. Prize-winning author
Alex Rosenberg explores the philosophical problems that science raises by its very
nature and method. He skilfully demonstrates that scientific explanation, laws,
causation, theory, models, evidence, reductionism, probability, teleology, realism
and instrumentalism actually pose the same questions that Plato, Aristotle,
Descartes, Hume, Kant and their successors have grappled with for centuries.

Meaning and the Moral Sciences (Routledge Revivals)
In recent years, many members of the intellectual community have embraced a
radical relativism regarding knowledge in general and scientific knowledge in
particular, holding that Kuhn, Quine, and Feyerabend have knocked the traditional
picture of scientific knowledge into a cocked hat. Is philosophy of science, or
mistaken impressions of it, responsible for the rise of relativism? In this book,
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Laudan offers a trenchant, wide-ranging critique of cognitive relativism and a
thorough introduction to major issues in the philosophy of knowledge.

Extending Ourselves
Empiricism today implies the dispassionate scrutiny of facts. But Jessica Riskin
finds that in the French Enlightenment, empiricism was intimately bound up with
sensibility. In what she calls a "sentimental empiricism," natural knowledge was
taken to rest on a blend of experience and emotion. Riskin argues that sentimental
empiricism brought together ideas and institutions, practices and politics. She
shows, for instance, how the study of blindness, led by ideas about the mental and
moral role of vision and by cataract surgeries, shaped the first school for the blind;
how Benjamin Franklin's electrical physics, ascribing desires to nature, engaged
French economic reformers; and how the question of the role of language in
science and social life linked disputes over Antoine Lavoisier's new chemical names
to the founding of France's modern system of civic education. Recasting the Age of
Reason by stressing its conjunction with the Age of Sensibility, Riskin offers an
entirely new perspective on the development of modern science and the history of
the Enlightenment.
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