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Spinoza's Ethics
This book is a detailed and accessible look at one of
the most exciting and contested works of Western
philosophy.
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Ethics of Benedict Spinoza , Translated
by George Eliot
In Between Philosophy and Religion Volumes I and II,
Brayton Polka examines Spinoza's three major
works—on religion, politics, and ethics—in order to
show that his thought is at once biblical and modern.
This book and its companion volume are essential
reading for any scholar of Spinoza.

Spinoza and the Cunning of Imagination
A comprehensive and thorough guide to Spinoza's
masterpiece of Rationalist thought

Between Philosophy and Religion:
Hermeneutics and ontology
Offering a new reading of Spinoza's masterpiece,
Smith asserts that the 'Ethics' is a celebration of
human freedom and its attendant joys and
responsibilities and should be placed among the great
founding documents of the Enlightenment.

Spinoza
Spinoza's Ethics is one of the most remarkable,
important, and difficult books in the history of
philosophy: a treatise simultaneously on metaphysics,
knowledge, philosophical psychology, moral
philosophy, and political philosophy. It presents, in
Spinoza's famous 'geometric method', his radical
views on God, Nature, the human being, and
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happiness. In this wide-ranging 2006 introduction to
the work, Steven Nadler explains the doctrines and
arguments of the Ethics, and shows why Spinoza's
endlessly fascinating ideas may have been so
troubling to his contemporaries, as well as why they
are still highly relevant today. He also examines the
philosophical background to Spinoza's thought and
the dialogues in which Spinoza was engaged - with his
contemporaries (including Descartes and Hobbes),
with ancient thinkers (especially the Stoics), and with
his Jewish rationalist forebears. His book is written for
the student reader but will also be of interest to
specialists in early modern philosophy.

A Spinoza Reader
The only complete edition in English of Baruch
Spinoza's works, this volume features Samuel
Shirley’s preeminent translations, distinguished at
once by the lucidity and fluency with which they
convey the flavor and meaning of Spinoza’s original
texts. Michael L. Morgan provides a general
introduction that places Spinoza in Western
philosophy and culture and sketches the
philosophical, scientific, religious, moral and political
dimensions of Spinoza’s thought. Morgan’s brief
introductions to each work give a succinct historical,
biographical, and philosophical overview. A
chronology and index are included.

EPZ Spinoza's 'Ethics'
Spinoza's theoretical philosophy is one of the most
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radical attempts to construct a pure ontology with a
single infinite substance. This book, which presents
Spinoza's main ideas in dictionary form, has as its
subject the opposition between ethics and morality,
and the link between ethical and ontological
propositions. His ethics is an ethology, rather than a
moral science. Attention has been drawn to Spinoza
by deep ecologists such as Arne Naess, the
Norwegian philosopher; and this reading of Spinoza
by Deleuze lends itself to a radical ecological ethic. As
Robert Hurley says in his introduction, "Deleuze opens
us to the idea that the elements of the different
individuals we compose may be nonhuman within us.
One wonders, finally, whether Man might be defined
as a territory, a set of boundaries, a limit on
existence." Gilles Deleuze, known for his inquiries into
desire, language, politics, and power, finds a kinship
between Spinoza and Nietzsche. He writes, ""Spinoza
did not believe in hope or even in courage; he
believed only in joy and in vision . . . he more than
any other gave me the feeling of a gust of air from
behind each time I read him, of a witch's broom that
he makes one mount. Gilles Deleuze was a professor
of philosophy at the University of Paris at Vincennes.
Robert Hurley is the translator of Michel Foucault's
History of Sexuality.

Spinoza's ‘Ethics'
This anthology of the work of Baruch de Spinoza
(1632-1677) presents the text of Spinoza's
masterwork, the Ethics, in what is now the standard
translation by Edwin Curley. Also included are
Page 4/25

Online Library A Spinoza Reader The Ethics And
Other Works
selections from other works by Spinoza, chosen by
Curley to make the Ethics easier to understand, and a
substantial introduction that gives an overview of
Spinoza's life and the main themes of his philosophy.
Perfect for course use, the Spinoza Reader is a
practical tool with which to approach one of the
world's greatest but most difficult thinkers, a
passionate seeker of the truth who has been viewed
by some as an atheist and by others as a religious
mystic. The anthology begins with the opening
section of the Treatise on the Emendation of the
Intellect, which has always moved readers by its
description of the young Spinoza's spiritual quest, his
dissatisfaction with the things people ordinarily strive
for--wealth, honor, and sensual pleasure--and his
hope that the pursuit of knowledge would lead him to
discover the true good. The emphasis throughout
these selections is on metaphysical, epistemological,
and religious issues: the existence and nature of God,
his relation to the world, the nature of the human
mind and its relation to the body, and the theory of
demonstration, axioms, and definitions. For each of
these topics, the editor supplements the rigorous
discussions in the Ethics with informal treatments
from Spinoza's other works.

Treatise on the Emendation of the
Intellect
Spinoza is among the most controversial and
asymmetrical thinkers in the tradition and history of
modern European philosophy. Since the 17th century,
his work has aroused some of the fiercest and most
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intense polemics in the discipline. From his expulsion
from the synagogue and onwards, Spinoza has never
ceased to embody the secular, heretical and selfloathing Jew. Ivan Segré, a philosopher and
celebrated scholar of the Talmud, discloses the
conservative underpinnings that have animated
Spinoza's numerable critics and antagonists. Through
a close reading of Leo Strauss and several
contemporary Jewish thinkers, such as Jean-Claude
Milner and Benny Levy (Sartre's last secretary),
Spinoza: the Ethics of an Outlaw aptly delineates the
common cause of Spinoza's contemporary censors: an
explicit hatred of reason and its emancipatory
potential. Spinoza's radical heresy lies in his rejection
of any and all blind adherence to Biblical Law, and in
his plea for the freedom and autonomy of thought.
Segré reclaims Spinoza as a faithful interpreter of the
revolutionary potential contained within the Old
Testament.

Behind the Geometrical Method
The Essential Spinoza
This book represents a systematic attempt to work
out, in a logical fashion, the nature of God, the
relationship between mind and body, human
psychology and the best way to live.

The Road to Inner Freedom
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Ethics
Spinoza is a key figure in modern philosophy. Ethics is
his most studied and well known work. Being both upto-date and clear, this Guidebook is designed to lead
the reader through this complex seminal text.
Spinoza's Ethics introduces and assess: * Spinoza'a
life, and its connection with his thought * The text of
the Ethics * Spinoza's continuing relevence to
contemporary philosophy

Spinoza: A Guide for the Perplexed
The Incorporeal
This is a reprint of a 19th century translation of
""Ethica Ordine Geometrico Demonstrata"" by
Benedict de Spinoza (Baruch Spinoza, 1632-1677)
first published in 1677. The translation by William
Hale White (1831-1913), first published in 1883, was
prepared for publication by Dr. Maja Trochimczyk, as
the first volume of Moonrise Press's Classic Wisdom
Book Series. The book consists of five parts: I. Of God;
II. Of The Nature and Origin of the Mind, III. Of The
Origin and Nature of the Affects; IV. Of Human
Bondage, or of the Strength of the Affects; And V. Of
the Power of the Intellect, or Of Human Liberty. Born
in a Jewish-Portuguese family in Amsterdam in 1621,
at 23, Spinoza was expelled from the Jewish
community and is buried in a Christian Nieuwe Kerk,
The Hague (he died at 44, in 1677). He was neither
Jewish nor Christian in his views, and, from today's
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perspective may be called one of the early Classics of
Awakened Wisdom, aware of the intrinsic unity of the
Universe with God, the Source of all.

Ethics
Published shortly after his death in 1677, Ethics is
undoubtedly Spinoza's greatest work—a fully cohesive
philosophical system that strives to provide a
coherent picture of reality and to comprehend the
meaning of an ethical life. Following a logical step-bystep format, it defines in turn the nature of God, the
mind, human bondage to the emotions, and the
power of understanding, moving from a consideration
of the eternal to speculate upon humanity's place in
the natural order, freedom, and the path to attainable
happiness. A powerful work of elegant simplicity,
Ethics is a brilliantly insightful consideration of the
possibility of redemption through intense thought and
philosophical reflection. First time in Penguin Classics
Edwin Curley's translation is considered definitive
Inlcudes an introduction outlining Spinoza's
philosophy and placing it in context

Spinoza: The Complete Works
Betraying Spinoza
Continuum's Guides for the Perplexed are clear,
concise and accessible introductions to thinkers,
writers and subjects that students and readers can
find especially challenging. Concentrating specifically
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on what it is that makes the subject difficult to
fathom, these books explain and explore key themes
and ideas, guiding the reader towards a thorough
understanding of demanding material. Benedict de
Spinoza is a major philosopher of enduring influence
and importance, whose work is encountered by all
serious students of Western philosophy; his Ethics is
one of the seminal works of moral, religious and
political thought. Nevertheless, Spinoza is a
considerable challenge for the modern student; his
language, rooted in the vocabulary of late Medieval
scholasticism is frequently opaque, while the esoteric
themes explored in his work often require elucidation.
Spinoza: A Guide for the Perplexed provides that
elucidation, offering a thorough account and analysis
of Spinoza's key works and overall philosophical
project. The text equips the reader with the necessary
means to draw full and clear understanding from
Spinoza's often inaccessible language and complex
philosophical system and method. His Ethics and
political treatises are covered in detail; Spinoza's
'geometrical' approach to his subject is opened up,
and his obscure terminology fully explained. The book
concludes with a valuable assessment of Spinoza's
enduring influence and his relevance for
contemporary philosophical debates and concerns. It
is an excellent support resource for anyone trying to
get to grips with this challenging and important
philosopher.

Spinoza
Philosophy has inherited a powerful impulse to
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embrace either dualism or a reductive
monism—either a radical separation of mind and body
or the reduction of mind to body. But from its origins
in the writings of the Stoics, the first thoroughgoing
materialists, another view has acknowledged that no
forms of materialism can be completely selfinclusive—space, time, the void, and sense are the
incorporeal conditions of all that is corporeal or
material. In The Incorporeal Elizabeth Grosz argues
that the ideal is inherent in the material and the
material in the ideal, and, by tracing its development
over time, she makes the case that this same idea
reasserts itself in different intellectual contexts. Grosz
shows that not only are idealism and materialism
inextricably linked but that this "belonging together"
of the entirety of ideality and the entirety of
materiality is not mediated or created by human
consciousness. Instead, it is an ontological condition
for the development of human consciousness. Grosz
draws from Spinoza's material and ideal concept of
substance, Nietzsche's amor fati, Deleuze and
Guattari's plane of immanence, Simondon's
preindividual, and Raymond Ruyer's self-survey or
autoaffection to show that the world preexists the
evolution of the human and that its material and
incorporeal forces are the conditions for all forms of
life, human and nonhuman alike. A masterwork by an
eminent theoretician, The Incorporeal offers profound
new insight into the mind-body problem

The Collected Works of Spinoza
Spinoza's Ethics, published in 1677, is considered his
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greatest work and one of history's most influential
philosophical treatises. This volume brings
established scholars together with new voices to
engage with the complex system of philosophy
proposed by Spinoza in his masterpiece. Topics
including identity, thought, free will, metaphysics, and
reason are all addressed, as individual chapters
investigate the key themes of the Ethics and combine
to offer readers a fresh and thought-provoking view of
the work as a whole. Written in a clear and accessible
style, the volume sets out cutting-edge research that
reflects, challenges, and promotes the most recent
scholarly advances in the field of Spinoza studies,
tackling old issues and bringing to light new subjects
for debate.

The Ethics, Part 1
This Treatise on the Emendation of the Intellect etc.,
which we give you here, kind reader, in its unfinished
[that is, defective] state, was written by the author
many years ago now. He always intended to finish it.
But hindered by other occupations, and finally
snatched away by death, he was unable to bring it to
the desired conclusion. But since it contains many
excellent and useful things, which--we have no
doubt--will be of great benefit to anyone sincerely
seeking the truth, we did not wish to deprive you of
them. And so that you would be aware of, and find
less difficult to excuse, the many things that are still
obscure, rough, and unpolished, we wished to warn
you of them. Farewell.
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A Study of Spinoza's 'Ethics'
"The Collected Works of Spinoza provides, for the first
time in English, a truly satisfactory edition of all of
Spinoza's writings, with accurate and readable
translations, based on the best critical editions of the
original-language texts, done by a scholar who has
published extensively on the philosopher's work. The
elaborate editorial apparatus--including prefaces,
notes, glossary, and indexes--assists the reader in
understanding one of the world's most fascinating,
but also most difficult, philosophers. Of particular
interest is the glossary-index, which provides
extensive commentary on Spinoza's technical
vocabulary. A milestone of scholarship more than
forty-five years in the making, The Collected Works of
Spinoza is an essential edition for anyone with a
serious interest in Spinoza or the history of
philosophy."--Inside jacket flap.

Ethics
Designed to facilitate a thoughtful and informed
reading of Spinoza's Ethics, this anthology provides
the Ethics, related writings, and two valuable
appendices: List of Propositions from the Ethics, which
helps readers to trace the development of key
themes; and Citations in Proofs, a list of all the
propositions, corollaries, and scholia in the Ethics,
together with all the definitions, axioms, propositions,
corollaries, and scholia to which Spinoza refers in the
proofs--thus, readers can locate, for a given item,
each instance where Spinoza refers to it.
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Routledge Philosophy GuideBook to
Spinoza and the Ethics
PREFACE. THE Author of this very practical treatise on
Scotch Loch - Fishing desires clearly that it may be of
use to all who had it. He does not pretend to have
written anything new, but to have attempted to put
what he has to say in as readable a form as possible.
Everything in the way of the history and habits of fish
has been studiously avoided, and technicalities have
been used as sparingly as possible. The writing of this
book has afforded him pleasure in his leisure
moments, and that pleasure would be much increased
if he knew that the perusal of it would create any
bond of sympathy between himself and the angling
community in general. This section is interleaved with
blank shects for the readers notes. The Author need
hardly say that any suggestions addressed to the
case of the publishers, will meet with consideration in
a future edition. We do not pretend to write or enlarge
upon a new subject. Much has been said and writtenand well said and written too on the art of fishing but
loch-fishing has been rather looked upon as a secondrate performance, and to dispel this idea is one of the
objects for which this present treatise has been
written. Far be it from us to say anything against
fishing, lawfully practised in any form but many pent
up in our large towns will bear us out when me say
that, on the whole, a days loch-fishing is the most
convenient. One great matter is, that the loch-fisher is
depend- ent on nothing but enough wind to curl the
water, -and on a large loch it is very seldom that a
dead calm prevails all day, -and can make his
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arrangements for a day, weeks beforehand whereas
the stream- fisher is dependent for a good take on the
state of the water and however pleasant and easy it
may be for one living near the banks of a good trout
stream or river, it is quite another matter to arrange
for a days river-fishing, if one is looking forward to a
holiday at a date some weeks ahead. Providence may
favour the expectant angler with a good day, and the
water in order but experience has taught most of us
that the good days are in the minority, and that, as is
the case with our rapid running streams, -such as
many of our northern streams are, -the water is either
too large or too small, unless, as previously remarked,
you live near at hand, and can catch it at its best. A
common belief in regard to loch-fishing is, that the
tyro and the experienced angler have nearly the
same chance in fishing, -the one from the stern and
the other from the bow of the same boat. Of all the
absurd beliefs as to loch-fishing, this is one of the
most absurd. Try it. Give the tyro either end of the
boat he likes give him a cast of ally flies he may
fancy, or even a cast similar to those which a crack
may be using and if he catches one for every three
the other has, he may consider himself very lucky. Of
course there are lochs where the fish are not
abundant, and a beginner may come across as many
as an older fisher but we speak of lochs where there
are fish to be caught, and where each has a fair
chance. Again, it is said that the boatman has as
much to do with catching trout in a loch as the angler.
Well, we dont deny that. In an untried loch it is
necessary to have the guidance of a good boatman
but the same argument holds good as to streamfishing
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Spinoza: Ethics
Benedict de Spinoza's writings laid the groundwork for
the 18th century Enlightenment and for modern
Biblical criticism. By virtue of his magnum opus, the
Ethics, Spinoza is considered one of Western
philosophy's definitive ethicists. Men would never be
superstitious, if they could govern all their
circumstances by set rules, or if they were always
favoured by fortune: but being frequently driven into
straits where rules are useless, and being often kept
fluctuating pitiably between hope and fear by the
uncertainty of fortune's greedily coveted favours,
they are consequently, for the most part, very prone
to credulity. The human mind is readily swayed this
way or that in times of doubt, especially when hope
and fear are struggling for the mastery, though
usually it is boastful, over-confident, and vain. After
experience had taught me that all the usual
surroundings of social life are vain and futile; seeing
that none of the objects of my fears contained in
themselves anything either good or bad, except in so
far as the mind is affected by them, I finally resolved
to inquire whether there might be some real good
having power to communicate itself, which would
affect the mind singly, to the exclusion of all else:
whether, in fact, there might be anything of which the
discovery and attainment would enable me to enjoy
continuous, supreme, and unending happiness.
Spinoza was one of the great rationalists of 17th
century philosophy. He helped lay the groundwork for
the 18th century Enlightenment and modern biblical
criticism. His correspondence helps shed light on his
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ethical opinions and positions. Required reading for
those who wish a deeper understanding of the
writings of Benedict de Spinoza.

Senses of the Subject
The Collected Works of Spinoza provides, for the first
time in English, a truly satisfactory edition of all of
Spinoza's writings, with accurate and readable
translations, based on the best critical editions of the
original-language texts, done by a scholar who has
published extensively on the philosopher's work. The
centerpiece of this second volume is Spinoza’s
Theological-Political Treatise, a landmark work in the
history of biblical scholarship, the first argument for
democracy by a major philosopher, and a forceful
defense of freedom of thought and expression. This
work is accompanied by Spinoza’s later
correspondence, much of which responds to criticism
of the Theological-Political Treatise. The volume also
includes his last work, the unfinished Political
Treatise, which builds on the foundations of the
Theological-Political Treatise to offer plans for the
organization of nontyrannical monarchies and
aristocracies. The elaborate editorial
apparatus—including prefaces, notes, glossary, and
indexes—assists the reader in understanding one of
the world’s most fascinating, but also most difficult,
philosophers. Of particular interest is the glossaryindex, which provides extensive commentary on
Spinoza’s technical vocabulary. A milestone of
scholarship more than forty-five years in the making,
The Collected Works of Spinoza is an essential edition
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for anyone with a serious interest in Spinoza or the
history of philosophy.

Spinoza
Part of the Jewish Encounter series In 1656,
Amsterdam’s Jewish community excommunicated
Baruch Spinoza, and, at the age of twenty–three, he
became the most famous heretic in Judaism. He was
already germinating a secularist challenge to religion
that would be as radical as it was original. He went on
to produce one of the most ambitious systems in the
history of Western philosophy, so ahead of its time
that scientists today, from string theorists to
neurobiologists, count themselves among Spinoza’s
progeny. In Betraying Spinoza, Rebecca Goldstein
sets out to rediscover the flesh-and-blood man often
hidden beneath the veneer of rigorous rationality, and
to crack the mystery of the breach between the
philosopher and his Jewish past. Goldstein argues that
the trauma of the Inquisition’ s persecution of its
forced Jewish converts plays itself out in Spinoza’s
philosophy. The excommunicated Spinoza, no less
than his excommunicators, was responding to Europe’
s first experiment with racial anti-Semitism. Here is a
Spinoza both hauntingly emblematic and deeply
human, both heretic and hero—a surprisingly
contemporary figure ripe for our own uncertain age.
From the Hardcover edition.

Ethics
A fully updated new edition of the prize-winning and
Page 17/25

Online Library A Spinoza Reader The Ethics And
Other Works
now standard biography of the great seventeenthcentury philosopher Spinoza.

Spinoza and Deep Ecology
Spinoza and Deep Ecology explores the philosophical,
psychological and political assumptions that underpin
a concern for nature, offering specific suggestions
how the domination of humans and nature may be
overcome. It is primarily intended as an introduction
to the philosophy of ecology, known as deep ecology,
and to the way Spinoza's philosophy has been put to
this aim. Only a self-realisation, along the lines of
Spinoza's philosophy, can afford a philosophy of care
which is inclusive of humans and the non-human
world, which recognises the need for civil laws and
democratic politics for human flourishing. In stark
contrast to texts written by or on behalf of deep
ecologists, Spinoza and Deep Ecology is not afraid of
criticising existing versions of deep ecology which fail
to accept that human concerns are integral to
environmental issues.

Spinoza
A new, scholarly and accessible translation of this
seventeenth-century philosophical text, including an
introduction, glossary and chronology.

The Collected Works of Spinoza, Volume
1
Everything you need to know about Spinoza's Ethics
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in one volume.The Ethics presents a complete
metaphysical, epistemological and ethical world-view
that is immensely inspiring. However, it is also an
extremely difficult text to read. This book takes
readers through the text, stopping at the most
perplexing passages to explain key terms, unfold
arguments, offer concrete examples and raise
questions for further thought. It is designed to be read
alongside the Ethics, enabling students to think
critically about Spinoza's views and build an
understanding of his complex system.

The Benedict de Spinoza Reader
Improvement of the Understanding
The Ethics is a philosophical book written by Baruch
Spinoza. It was written in Latin. Although it was
published posthumously in 1677, it is his most famous
work, and is considered his magnum opus. In The
Ethics, Spinoza attempts to demonstrate a "fully
cohesive philosophical system that strives to provide
a coherent picture of reality and to comprehend the
meaning of an ethical life. Following a logical step-bystep format, it defines in turn the nature of God, the
mind, human bondage to the emotions, and the
power of understanding -- moving from a
consideration of the eternal, to speculate upon
humanity's place in the natural order, freedom, and
the path to attainable happiness.

Spinoza's 'Ethics'
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This book is the fruit of twenty-five years of study of
Spinoza by the editor and translator of a new and
widely acclaimed edition of Spinoza's collected works.
Based on three lectures delivered at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem in 1984, the work provides a
useful focal point for continued discussion of the
relationship between Descartes and Spinoza, while
also serving as a readable and relatively brief but
substantial introduction to the Ethics for students.
Behind the Geometrical Method is actually two books
in one. The first is Edwin Curley's text, which explains
Spinoza's masterwork to readers who have little
background in philosophy. This text will prove a boon
to those who have tried to read the Ethics, but have
been baffled by the geometrical style in which it is
written. Here Professor Curley undertakes to show
how the central claims of the Ethics arose out of
critical reflection on the philosophies of Spinoza's two
great predecessors, Descartes and Hobbes. The
second book, whose argument is conducted in the
notes to the text, attempts to support further the
often controversial interpretations offered in the text
and to carry on a dialogue with recent commentators
on Spinoza. The author aligns himself with those who
interpret Spinoza naturalistically and materialistically.

The Collected Works of Spinoza
The first complete biography of Spinoza in any
language and is based on detailed archival research.

The Cambridge Companion to Spinoza's
Ethics
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Renowned for his metaphysics, Spinoza made
significant contributions to understanding the human
mind, the emotions, moral philosophy, and political
philosophy. Beginning with an overview of Spinoza's
life, Michael Della Rocca carefully unpacks and
explains Spinoza's philosophy: his metaphysics of
substance and argument at the center of his whole
system that God is the sole independent substance;
his account of the human mind and its relation to the
body; his theory that human beings tend towards selfpreservation and his most famous work, the Ethics,
including the problem of free will; and his writings on
the state, religion and scripture. Della Rocca
concludes with a chapter on Spinoza's legacy and how
modern philosophers, Hume, Hegel, and Nietzsche,
responded to Spinoza's challenge. Ideal for those
coming to Spinoza for the first time as well as those
already acquainted with his thought, Spinoza is
essential reading for anyone studying philosophy.

Ethics and on the Improvement of the
Understanding
This book brings together a group of Judith Butler’s
philosophical essays written over two decades that
elaborate her reflections on the roles of the passions
in subject formation through an engagement with
Hegel, Kierkegaard, Descartes, Spinoza, Malebranche,
Merleau-Ponty, Freud, Irigaray, and Fanon. Drawing
on her early work on Hegelian desire and her
subsequent reflections on the psychic life of power
and the possibility of self-narration, this book
considers how passions such as desire, rage, love,
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and grief are bound up with becoming a subject
within specific historical fields of power. Butler shows
in different philosophical contexts how the self that
seeks to make itself finds itself already affected and
formed against its will by social and discursive
powers. And yet, agency and action are not
necessarily nullified by this primary impingement.
Primary sense impressions register this dual situation
of being acted on and acting, countering the idea that
acting requires one to overcome the situation of being
affected by others and the linguistic and social world.
This dual structure of sense sheds light on the desire
to live, the practice and peril of grieving, embodied
resistance, love, and modes of enthrallment and
dispossession. Working with theories of embodiment,
desire, and relationality in conversation with
philosophers as diverse as Hegel, Spinoza, Descartes,
Merleau-Ponty, Freud, and Fanon, Butler reanimates
and revises her basic propositions concerning the
constitution and deconstitution of the subject within
fields of power, taking up key issues of gender,
sexuality, and race in several analyses. Taken
together, these essays track the development of
Butler’s embodied account of ethical relations.

Spinoza's Short Treatise on God, Man,
and Human Welfare
Spinoza's Book of Life
Spinoza's Ethics, and its project of proving ethical
truths through the geometric method, have attracted
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and challenged readers for more than three hundred
years. In Spinoza and the Cunning of Imagination,
Eugene Garver uses the imagination as a guiding
thread to this work. Other readers have looked at the
imagination to account for Spinoza's understanding of
politics and religion, but this is the first inquiry to see
it as central to the Ethics as a whole--imagination as a
quality to be cultivated, and not simply overcome.
Spinoza initially presents imagination as an
inadequate and confused way of thinking, always
inferior to ideas that adequately represent things as
they are. It would seem to follow that one ought to
purge the mind of imaginative ideas and replace them
with rational ideas as soon as possible, but as Garver
shows, the Ethics don't allow for this ultimate ethical
act until one has cultivated a powerful imagination.
This is, for Garver, "the cunning of imagination." The
simple plot of progress becomes, because of the
imagination, a complex journey full of reversals and
discoveries. For Garver, the "cunning" of the
imagination resides in our ability to use imagination
to rise above it.

Spinoza
The Collected Works of Spinoza provides, for the first
time in English, a truly satisfactory edition of all of
Spinoza's writings, with accurate and readable
translations, based on the best critical editions of the
original-language texts, done by a scholar who has
published extensively on the philosopher's work. This
first volume contains Spinoza's single most important
work, the Ethics, and four earlier works: the Treatise
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on the Emendation of the Intellect, the Short Treatise
on God, Man, and His Well-Being, Descartes'
"Principles of Philosophy," and Metaphysical
Thoughts. Also included are Spinoza's letters from the
periods when these works were being written. The
elaborate editorial apparatus—including prefaces,
notes, glossary, and indexes—assists the reader in
understanding one of the world's most fascinating,
but also most difficult, philosophers. Of particular
interest is the glossary-index, which provides
extensive commentary on Spinoza's technical
vocabulary. A milestone of scholarship more than
forty-five years in the making, The Collected Works of
Spinoza is an essential edition for anyone with a
serious interest in Spinoza or the history of
philosophy.
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