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Meltdown
V2
For amiable City trader Jimmy Corby money was the new Rock n' Roll. His whole life was a party, adrenaline charged and
cocaine fuelled. If he hadn't met Monica he would probably have ended up either dead or in rehab. But Jimmy was as lucky
in love as he was at betting on dodgy derivatives, so instead of burning out, his star just burned brighter than ever. Rich,
pampered and successful, Jimmy, Monica and their friends lived the dream, bringing up their children with an army of
domestic helps. But then it all came crashing down. And when the global financial crisis hit, Jimmy discovers that anyone
can handle success. It's how you handle failure that really matters.

Past Mortem
Little Theatre Comedy Ben Elton Characters: 3 male, 3 female Interior Set The first play written by the popular author of
Popcorn, Gasping is a brilliantly funny satire on big business, the media and product exploitation. Lockheart Industries is
making serious money, but Sir Chiffley Lockheart needs the buzz that finding a way to make money where none has existed
before gives him. Philip, a pushy workaholic executive, suggests selling designer air. Perrier for the nostrils becomes the
marketing phenomenon of the decade and millions are quickly made. People start hoarding for a rainy day and oxygen
supplies run low. The Third World is plundered, creating a greater divide between the haves and have nots. The world starts
gasping and only the biggest suckers survive. "A poisonously funny morality play. A remarkable debut." London Sunday
Times. "A sharp witted satire. Extremely funny." Independent.

South Pole Station
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This brilliant collection mixes the storytelling originality of George Saunders and Lydia Davis with a sensibility all its own,
taking the reader on an extraordinary tour of an old and a new Australia. A woman on a passenger ship in 1958 gets
involved with a young, wild Barry Humphries. A man looks back to the 1970s and his time as a member of Australia’s least
competent scout troop. In 1988, a teenage boy recalls his sexual initiation, out on the tanbark. In 2015, two sisters text in
Kmart about how to manage their irascible, isolated mum. Then, in the near future, a racist demagogue addresses the press
the day after his electoral triumph. As the cities heat up and lose their water, a lady from one of the ‘better suburbs’ makes
every effort to get her family into an exclusive gated community. Outstandingly original, bitingly satirical and written in a
remarkable range of voices, A Couple of Things Before the End is a powerful vision of where we are – and where we may be
headed. ‘These voices, so superbly heard and rendered, threw me into fits of laughter and slyly broke my heart.’ —Helen
Garner ‘Astonishing an inventive collection of missives from the end of history. Complicated and savage and difficult and
funny and melancholy, it’s both harsh and a caress. How do we speak and write into a future? I think Sean O’Beirne is
showing us one way of doing it.’ —Christos Tsiolkas ‘O’Beirne inflects his identifiably Australian characters with a darkly
comic and empathetic voice altogether, this collection invokes [our] questionable past, ironic present and disturbing future.’
—Books+Publishing

Ben Elton Collection
If you had one chance to change historyWhere would you go? What would you do? Who would you kill? In Time and Time
Again, international best-selling author Ben Elton takes readers on a thrilling journey through early 20th-Century Europe.
It's the first of June 1914 and Hugh Stanton, ex-soldier and celebrated adventurer is quite literally the loneliest man on
earth. No one he has ever known or loved has been born yet. Perhaps now they never will be. Stanton knows that a great
and terrible war is coming. A collective suicidal madness that will destroy European civilization and bring misery to millions
in the century to come. He knows this because, for him, that century is already history. Somehow he must change that
history. He must prevent the war. A war that will begin with a single bullet. But can a single bullet truly corrupt an entire
century? And, if so, could another single bullet save it?

The Prison Book Club
"This does indeed deserve comparisons with Blackadder" Radio Times "A knockabout, well-researched take on the working
and domestic life of Shakespeare." The Guardian It’s the 1590s. William Shakespeare – brought to life on screen by the
inimitable David Mitchell – is at the start of his career. But no one is taking him seriously. In London, he is mercilessly
mocked by his rivals and at home in Stratford he is belittled by his sullen teenage daughter. Yet he is determined to find an
ending for his newest creation Romeo and Juliet. Luckily, inspiration is forthcoming. The trials and tribulations of his closest
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friends and family reveal the plot twists he’d been missing. And not only for this famous tragedy but for many of his finest
plays. With sparkling wordplay, hilarious gags and his trademark wit, Ben Elton celebrates the great William Shakespeare
and reveals the startling stories behind the playwright’s best-known plays.

The Best, Most Awful Job
Selena Grey has faced death and won. Freedom awaits so long as she can let go of the last thing that ties her to the island
where the V Games were held. But despite the fact surviving has always been her priority, suddenly, she finds herself torn
between her head and her heart. Meanwhile, the Helsings are about to host a brand new game on the Isle of Lidelse where
blood and money rule above all else. But when Selena finds out a devastating truth that puts her loyalty to the test, will she
find the courage to go on? Or will she retreat from a life she never wanted, even if that means giving up the one person her
heart beats for?

Hard Girls
Ready to follow Nick Hornsby and Helen Fielding as the next big thing from Cool Britannia to hit America is Ben Elton.
Already known to a wide public television audience as the funnyman behind Blackadder, The Young Ones, and The Thin
Blue Line, Elton, author of Popcorn, lights up the literary sky with Blast from the Past. Part noir thriller, part hilarious sendup of the politics of extremism, Blast from the Past is the new novel from English comedy phenomenon (stand-up,
playwright, television writer, and author) Ben Elton--a name soon to be known in all circles once Joel Schumacher's film of
his book Popcorn reaches the silver screen. In the early 80s, when Polly was a seventeen-year-old ideological peace
protestor and Jack was a U.S. Army captain stationed at England's Greenham Common, the two had a secret and very
unlikely affair. No two people could have had more to argue about, save that they couldn't live without each other, yet one
day Jack came to the conclusion that he loved soldiering more than Polly and sacrificed their love to be a career army man.
Now, sixteen years later, Polly is a lonely thirty-something social services employee and Jack is a four-star general who has
returned to Britain to find her, his only true love. With only one night to resolve their differences, and a knife-wielding
stalker lurking in the shadows, for everyone concerned this will be a night like no other. From the Hardcover edition.

Chart Throb
Lucy desperately wants a baby. Sam is determined to write a hit movie. The problem is that both their efforts seem to be
unfruitful. And given that the average IVF cycle has about a one in five chance of going into full production, Lucy's chances
of getting what she wants are considerably better than Sam's. What Sam and Lucy are about to go through is absolutely
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inconceivable. The question is, can their love survive? Inconcievable confirms Ben Elton as one of Britain's most significant,
entertaining and provocative writers. From the Paperback edition.

High Society
" Do you have digestion problems due to stress? Do you have problems with authority? How many alcoholic drinks do you
consume a week? Would you rather be a florist or a truck driver? These are the questions that decide who has what it takes
to live at South Pole Station, a place with an average temperature of -54°F and no sunlight for six months a year. Cooper
Gosling is adrift at thirty, unmoored by a family tragedy and floundering in her career as a painter. So she applies to the
National Science Foundation Artists & Writers Program and flees to Antarctica -- the bottom of the Earth -- where she
encounters a group of misfits motivated by desires as ambiguous as her own. There's Pearl, the cook whose Carrot
Mushroom Loaf becomes means toward her Machiavellian ambitions; the oxymoronic Sal (he is an attractive astrophysicist);
and Tucker, the only gay black man on the continent who, as station manager, casts a watchful eye on all. The only thing
they have in common is the conviction that they don't belong anywhere else. Enter Frank Pavano -- a climatologist with
unorthodox beliefs. His presence will rattle this already unbalanced community, bringing Cooper and the Polies to the
center of a global controversy and threatening the 800-million-year-old ice chip they call home. In the tradition of And Then
We Came to the End and Where'd You Go Bernadette?, South Pole Station is a warmhearted comedy of errors set in the
world's harshest place. "--

Blind Faith
Chart Throb.The ultimate pop quest. Ninety five thousand hopefuls. Three judges. Just one winner. And that's Calvin Simms,
the genius behind the show. Calvin always wins because Calvin writes the rules. But this year, as he sits smugly in
judgement upon the mingers, clingers and blingers whom he has pre-selected in his carefully scripted 'search' for a star, he
has no idea that the rules are changing. The 'real' is about to be put back into 'reality' television and Calvin and his fellow
judges (the nation's favourite mum and the other bloke) are about to become ex-factors themselves. Ben Elton, author of
Popcorn and Dead Famous returns to blistering comic satire with a savagely hilarious deconstruction of the world of modern
television talent shows. Chart Throb. One winner. A whole bunch of losers.

Childlike Faith for Grown-Up Miracles
Reveals the truth behind the murder of Maria Marshall, the role played by her husband, Rob, and the effect of the events
upon their three sons, in a story marked by gambling, drugs, debt, and infidelity.
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The Beautiful Game
At the height of China’s Cultural Revolution a powerful general fathered two sons. Tan was born to the general’s wife and
into a life of comfort and luxury. His half brother, Shento, was born to the general’s mistress, who threw herself off a cliff in
the mountains of Balan only moments after delivering her child. Growing up, each remained ignorant of the other’s
existence. In Beijing, Tan enjoyed the best schools, the finest clothes, and the prettiest girls. Shento was raised on the
mountainside by an old healer and his wife until their deaths landed him in an orphanage, where he was always hungry,
alone, and frightened. Though on divergent roads, each brother is driven by a passionate desire—one to glorify his father,
the other to seek revenge against him. Separated by distance and opportunity, Tan and Shento follow the paths that lie
before them, while unknowingly falling in love with the same woman and moving toward the explosive moment when their
fates finally merge. Brothers, by bestselling memoirist Da Chen, is a sprawling, dynamic family saga, complete with
assassinations, love affairs, narrowly missed opportunities, and the ineluctable fulfillment of destiny.

V Games
The First Casualty
_________________ 'An immersive thriller set against a tense historical backdrop the joy is in the history as much as the story
Once again Harris has placed the reader at the heart of a great historic event, using a small story to tell a great one.'
FINANCIAL TIMES A Sunday Times Best Historical Fiction Book of the Year _________________ The first rocket will take five
minutes to hit London. You have six minutes to stop the second. Rudi Graf used to dream of sending a rocket to the moon.
Instead, he has helped create the world's most sophisticated weapon: the V2 ballistic missile, capable of delivering a oneton warhead at three times the speed of sound. In a desperate gamble to avoid defeat in the winter of 1944, Hitler orders
ten thousand to be built. Haunted and disillusioned, Graf - who understands the volatile, deadly machine better than
anyone - is tasked with firing these lethal 'vengeance weapons' at London. Kay Caton-Walsh is an officer in the Women's
Auxiliary Air Force, and a survivor of a V2 strike. As the rockets devastate London, she joins a unit of WAAFs on a mission to
newly liberated Belgium. Armed with little more than a slide rule and a few equations, Kay and her colleagues will attempt
to locate and destroy the launch sites. But at this stage in the war it's hard to know who, if anyone, you can trust. As the
death toll soars, Graf and Kay fight their grim, invisible war - until one final explosion of violence causes their destinies to
collide. ________________ 'For a long time now, Harris has looked like the heir to John Le Carre, the popular yarn spinner with
claims to permanence.' SUNDAY MORNING HERALD 'Harris finds the poetry in physics and the soul in engineering. He
makes the V2s come to life as vividly as any of his human characters Harris has the great gift of readability; there is no
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living novelist whose books I am likelier to gobble up in one sitting.' JAKE KERRIDGE, TELEGRAPH 'I want to be the first to
say it: Robert Harris scores a direct hit with V2. I was enthralled.' ANTHONY HOROWITZ 'Astonishingly precise As Graf and
Kay plot and counterplot, questions rise and fall like rockets. V2 will keep you pinned on a compelling trajectory.' SUNDAY
TIMES 'Harris captures the real nature of war. Gripping.' BEN MACINTYRE 'Delivers one hell of a punch' DAMIAN LEWIS's
Books of the Year, EXPRESS 'Harris is delivering a warning about toxic futility and the ferocious propaganda needed to fuel
it. His timing is, unlike the workings of the rockets he writes about, impeccable.' EVENING STANDARD 'Robert Harris is at
the peak of his storytelling power with V2; it takes you all the way back to the pleasure of reading Enigma.' PATRICK NEALE
'The king of the page-turning thriller.' THE i 'Second World War buffs will enjoy Robert Harris's V2.' INDEPENDENT 'V2's
portrait of a battered and weary London is not without a certain 2020 resonance.' TOM HOLLAND [Bestseller in the UK,
Sunday Times, September 2020]

Elton Plays: 1
Stark is a secret consortium with more money than God, and the social conscience of a dog on a croquet lawn. What's
more, it knows the Earth is dying. Deep in Western Australia where the Aboriginals used to milk the trees, a planet-sized
plot is taking shape. Some green freaks pick up the scent: a pommie poseur; a brain-fried Vietnam vet; Aboriginals who
have lost their landnot much against a conspiracy that controls society. But EcoAction isn't in society: it just lives in the
same place, along with the cockroaches. If you're facing the richest and most disgusting scheme in history, you have to do
more than stick up two fingers and say 'peace'.

Groucho
From author Kia Abdullah, Take It Back is a harrowing and twisting courtroom thriller that keeps you guessing until the last
page is turned. One victim. Four accused. Who is telling the truth? Zara Kaleel, one of London's brightest legal minds,
shattered the expectations placed on her by her family and forged a brilliant legal career. But her decisions came at a high
cost, and now, battling her own demons, she has exchanged her high profile career for a job at a sexual assault center,
helping victims who need her the most. Victims like Jodie Wolfe. When Jodie, a sixteen-year-old girl with facial deformities,
accuses four boys in her class of an unthinkable crime, the community is torn apart. After all, these four teenage
defendants are from hard-working immigrant families and they all have proven alibis. Even Jodie's best friend doesn't
believe her. But Zara does—and she is determined to fight for Jodie—to find the truth in the face of public outcry. And as
issues of sex, race and social justice collide, the most explosive criminal trial of the year builds to a shocking conclusion.

Literature in the Language Classroom
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Gridlock Too many cars and not enough space equals gridlock. Gridlock is when a city dies. Killed in the name of freedom.
Killed in the name of oil and steel. Choked on carbon monoxide and strangled with a pair of fluffy dice. How did it come to
this? How did the ultimate freedom machine end up paralysing us all? How did we end up driving to our own funeral, in
somebody else's gravy train? Deborah and Geoffrey know, but they have transport problems of their own, and anyway,
whoever it was that murdered the city can just as easily murder them. Chart Throb Chart Throb The ultimate pop quest.
Ninety five thousand hopefuls. Three judges. Just one winner. And that's Calvin Simms, the genius behind the show. Calvin
always wins because Calvin writes the rules. But this year, as he sits smugly in judgement upon the mingers, clingers and
blingers whom he has pre-selected in his carefully scripted 'search' for a star, he has no idea that the rules are changing.
The 'real' is about to be put back into 'reality' television and Calvin and his fellow judges (the nation's favourite mum and
the other bloke) are about to become ex - factors themselves. Chart Throb. One winner. A whole bunch of losers Blind Faith
Imagine a world where everyone knows everything about everybody. Where 'sharing' is valued above all, and privacy is
considered a dangerous perversion. Trafford wouldn't call himself a rebel, but he's daring to be different, to stand out from
the crowd. In his own small ways, he wants to push against the system. But in this world, uniformity is everything. And even
tiny defiances won't go unnoticed. Ben Elton's dark, savagely comic novel imagines a post-apocalyptic society where
religious intolerance combines with a sex-obsessed, utterly egocentric culture. In this world, nakedness is modesty,
independent thought subversive, and ignorance is wisdom. A chilling vision of what's to come?Or something rather closer to
home?

Stark
Childlike Faith for Grownup Miracles is full of contemporary examples of childlike faith in operation and the unfolding of the
miraculous in some of toughest areas of life. Learn how to: 1.Believe God for the Salvation of Loved Ones and Have Your
Names In the Book of Life Sometimes we have to get out of the way and let God do what only He can. One person may
plant a seed, another may water the seed, but God is the One who brings the increase of souls through radical rescue.
2.Forgive the Unforgivable and Enjoy The Freedom Forgiveness Brings Being radically rescued not only includes being
forgiven and made whole from the pain we've inflicted on ourselves, but also taking the sting out of the hurt inflicted by
others and replacing it with unmistakable joy and freedom. 3.Restore Hope for Fertility and Get Your Joy Back When God
makes a promise, we must hold on to it and hope in the face of shame, condemnation, guilt and any other negative report.
We must receive God's will for our lives. 4.Recover from Infidelity and Have a Loving Marriage Receiving Christ in our lives
doesn't mean we won't face difficulties but we should be courageous in the face of adversity knowing the God has over
come them all. Often our greatest victories come in the middle of our greatest trials. 5.Trust God for Financial Breakthrough
and Be Blessed To Be A Blessing God made provisions for a lifestyle of abundance that's connected to serving His kingdom.
He wants to ensure that whatever we put our hands to prospers and that the timing of our endeavors is perfectly in line
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with the yes of heaven. It pays to serve God and to honor God with our words and actions. 6.Be Sensitive to The Spirit and
Make the Best Decisions A wise person doesn't try to figure out everything on her own but realizes that God is a god of
order and principle. Recognizing, adopting, and implementing systems that God put in place shows that we trust His ways
over ours. This sensitivity guides us into the truth for our specific circumstances to ensure our success. 7.Resurrect Your
Dreams and Live Life to The Fullest It's never too late or too early to follow our God-given dreams. Often plans fail for lack
of counsel and advisers. God is prepared to give the clarity we seek when we patiently await His response and His
strategies.

Popcorn
Gridlock is when a city dies. Killed in the name of freedom. Killed in the name of oil and steel. Choked on carbon monoxide
and strangled with a pair of fluffy dice. How did it come to this? How did the ultimate freedom machine end up paralysing
us all? How did we end up driving to our own funeral, in somebody else's gravy train? Deborah and Geoffrey know, but they
have transport problems of their own, and anyway, whoever it was that murdered the city can just as easily murder them.

Time and Time Again
A variety of imaginative techniques for integrating literature work with language learning.

A Couple of Things Before the End
Ben Elton's plays in one volume for the first time Gasping: ". . . an often hilarious satire on yuppiedom, advertising and
corporate greed" (Daily Telegraph); ". . . the sharpest futuristic comedy since Henceforward, and the best Green comedy
since The Good Life was young."(Financial Times). Silly Cow: "It has an ingenious plot. . . another perfect occasion for a Ben
Elton satire on the modern world. . ." (Financial Times). Popcorn: "An enjoyable, intelligent, thought-provoking play"
(Independent); "It thrills on stage precisely because it adopts the sick humour, sickening violence and downright sexiness of
the Stone-Tarantino school of film-making that Elton is satirising" (Evening Standard).

Dead Famous
Through world wars and civil strife, the Bangor Express has never missed an issue, but now it is losing money hand-over-fist
and Rob Cullen, fresh off the plane from his London news desk, has absolutely no idea that he's the man to save it. Rob's
back in Northern Ireland for the first time in 20 years for the funeral of his one-time mentor, the late editor of the
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aforementioned Express. Tomorrow morning the Guardian reporter intends to be on the first plane back to London, but
that's before an exceptionally good night out and the promise of £1,500 for just one day's work lures him into the Express
offices. It's been a long time since Rob had a real story to get his teeth into and with the Bangor Express, that's just what
he's going to get. From armed robberies to arson attacks there is no shortage of front-page news. Just as well Rob can rely
on the Express crew to back him up. They're like a family. A dysfunctional, highly unpopular and poverty-stricken family.

A Lovely Way to Burn
Bestselling author Ben Elton's most personal novel to date, Two Brothers transports the reader to the time of history's
darkest hour. Berlin 1920 Two babies are born. Two brothers. United and indivisible, sharing everything. Twins in all but
blood. As Germany marches into its Nazi Armageddon, the ties of family, friendship and love are tested to the very limits of
endurance. And the brothers are faced with an unimaginable choice Which one of them will survive?

Take It Back
Imagine a world where everyone knows everything about everybody. Where 'sharing' is valued above all, and privacy is
considered a dangerous perversion. Trafford wouldn't call himself a rebel, but he's daring to be different, to stand out from
the crowd. In his own small ways, he wants to push against the system. But in this world, uniformity is everything. And even
tiny defiances won't go unnoticed. Ben Elton's dark, savagely comic novel imagines a post-apocalyptic society where
religious intolerance combines with a sex-obsessed, utterly egocentric culture. In this world, nakedness is modesty,
independent thought subversive, and ignorance is wisdom. A chilling vision of what's to come? Or something rather closer
to home?

Papercuts
Songs from the musical set in Belfast between 1969 and 1972 during a time of conflict between Protestants and Catholics in
Northern Ireland. The story follows the friendships and relationships of a high-school-aged team of Irish soccer players, and
explores how these relationships are affected by the violence surrounding them.

Blind Faith
DI Kate Burrows could never keep away for long HARD GIRLS is the third book in the DI Kate Burrows series: the only time
the 'undisputed queen of crime writing' (Guardian) and Sunday Times bestseller Martina Cole has written from the
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perspective of the Old Bill. Kate Burrows might be a retired DCI, but she never could stay away from the law for long. And
now Grantley appears to have a new serial killer on its hands, Kate is the only one with the expertise to catch him. The case
bears striking similarities to the Grantley Ripper. But this time the victims are prostitutes, and even hard girls deserve
protection and justice. Kate Burrows caught the Ladykiller. She's just the woman for this job. The DI Kate Burrows series is
dangerously gripping - before you take on HARDGIRLS and DAMAGED, be sure to catch the series' first and second
instalments LADYKILLER and BROKEN

Brothers
After the explosive breakout on the Isle of Lidelse, Selena and Varick have made it to safety. But the Helsings are already
plotting their revenge and will hunt them to the ends of the earth to have it. Selena must rely on new allies as well as old to
remain safe, but trust is not a thing she finds easy anymore. Soon, she's forced to decide whether to fight or keep running.
But can she stay out of this war, even when whispers of a new game reach her ear? Can she continue to let the Hunters
brutally kill girls for the sake of entertainment? Or is it time for her to rise up and put a stop to the games once and for all?

Two Brothers
With old friends like these, who needs enemies? It's a question mild mannered detective Edward Newson is forced to ask
himself when, in romantic desperation, he logs on to the Friends Reunited website in search of the girlfriends of his youth.
Newson is not the only member of the Class of take back '88 who has been raking over the ashes of the past. As his old
class begins to reassemble in cyberspace, the years slip away and old feuds and passions burn hot once more. Meanwhile,
back in the present, Newson's life is no less complicated. He is secretly in love with Natasha, his lovely but very attached
sergeant, and failing comprehensively to solve a series of baffling and peculiarly gruesome murders. A school reunion is
planned and as history begins to repeat itself, the past crashes headlong into the present. Neither will ever be the same
again. In Past Mortem, Ben Elton - previous winner of The Crime Writers' Association Gold Dagger Award for Popcorn delivers both a heart-stopping thriller and a killer comic romance.

V Games
Inconceivable
Gather round all you tattooed, lost soul wandering, Wi-Fi/Lo-Fi mutants Come Come listen to the hypnotic beat of my drum
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Join me on trip to the Village, a strange and surreal place, where an epic battle will determine the fate of the human race
The GENERAL is determined to win this war for the insane clown insurgent wants to settle a score He's got a bone to pick
with his nemesis the KING, the mad ruler of the Village who only cares about celebrity status and bling You'll meet a young
SOLDIER, who fights to survive the melee, losing his humanity along the way At root of this evil is the sinister SELL INC.,
whose CEO's implants light up when he blinks Then there's poor PETER the dull corporate drone who only wished to be left
alone. His boss sends him on a mission to shut the Limp Pigeon down, such a pity since it's the only good sex club in town.
But alas Good news The pigeon is set free, when Peter discovers a vixen of virtual reality, not to mention the fulfillment of a
very special fantasy Folks, I know you're feeling the stress, of this post-apocalyptic mess, but no worries since you'll cruise
with SCRATCH MICROPHONE, who'll make sure to get you out of the danger zone. Just take a pill and you'll chill with his
mellow vibe as he leads the good people of his DODGE TRIBE. If you stay faithful through this crazy crusade, then you'll
earn FR. EVERHARD's eternal praise Now, that's a slam dunk in the eyes of the BIG RED J Hey, why not become an Official
Sidekick today? My friend, I know you may be feeling like life is a curse, but listen up-it could always be worse Your
gratitude should really begin now. Leather to the Corinthians is an absurd postmodern fable that defiantly flips a middle
finger at modern American life. Through the perspectives of its multiple characters, Leather to the Corinthians explores the
absurdities of organized religion, the military, big business, fast food, advertising, sex, and the media. Witty, with bitter
undertones, its story possesses a satirical spirit as it plays with traditional story structure, phrasing and cultural references.
Its multiple layers encourage return visits as its characters have many more unique tales to tell.

Identity Crisis
A daring journalist goes behind bars to explore the redemptive power of books with bikers, bank robbers, and gunmen An
attack in London left Ann Walmsley unable to walk alone down the street, and shook her belief in the fundamental goodness
of people. A few years later, when a friend asked her to participate in a bold new venture in a men's medium security
prison, Ann had to weigh her curiosity and desire to be of service against her anxiety and fear. But she signed on, and for
eighteen months went to a remote building at Collins Bay, meeting a group of heavily tattooed book club members without
the presence of guards or security cameras. There was no wine and cheese, no plush furnishings. But a book club on the
inside proved to be a place to share ideas and regain a sense of humanity. For the men, the books were rare prized
possessions, and the meetings were an oasis of safety and a respite from isolation in an otherwise hostile environment.
Having been judged themselves, they were quick to make judgments about the books they read. As they discussed the
obstacles the characters faced, they revealed glimpses of their own struggles that were devastating and comic. From The
Grapes of Wrath to The Cellist of Sarajevo, Outliers to Infidel, the book discussions became a springboard for frank
conversations about loss, anger, redemption, and loneliness. The Prison Book Club follows six of the book club members,
who kept journals at Walmsley's request and participated in candid one-on-one conversations. Graham the biker, Frank the
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gunman, Ben and Dread the drug dealers, and the robber duo Gaston and Peter come to life as the author reconciles her
knowledge of their crimes with the individuals themselves, and follows their lives as they leave prison. And woven
throughout is the determined and compassionate Carol Finlay, working tirelessly to expand her program across Canada and
into the United States. The books changed the men and the men changed Walmsley, allowing her to move beyond her
position as a victim. Given the choice, she'd forsake the company of privileged friends and their comfortable book club to
make the two-hour drive to Collins Bay.

Gridlock
The war on drugs has been lost but for want of the courage to face the fact that the whole world is rapidly becoming one
vast criminal network. From pop stars and princes to crack whores and street kids. From the Groucho Club toilets to the
poppy fields of Afghanistan, we are all partners in crime. HIGH SOCIETY is a story or rather a collection of interconnected
stories that takes the reader on a hilarious, heart breaking and terrifying journey through the kaleidoscope world that the
law has created and from which the law offers no protection.

Upstart Crow
Imagine a world where everyone knows everything about everybody. Where 'sharing' is valued above all, and privacy is
considered a dangerous perversion. Trafford wouldn't call himself a rebel, but he's daring to be different, to stand out from
the crowd. In his own small ways, he wants to push against the system. But in this world, uniformity is everything. And even
tiny defiances won't go unnoticed. Ben Elton's dark, savagely comic novel imagines a post-apocalyptic society where
religious intolerance combines with a sex-obsessed, utterly egocentric culture. In this world, nakedness is modesty,
independent thought subversive, and ignorance is wisdom. A chilling vision of what's to come? Or something rather closer
to home?

Blast from the Past
Flanders, June 1917: a British officer and celebrated poet, is shot dead, killed not by German fire, but while recuperating
from shell shock well behind the lines. A young English soldier is arrested and, although he protests his innocence, charged
with his murder. Douglas Kingsley is a conscientious objector, previously a detective with the London police, now
imprisoned for his beliefs. He is released and sent to France in order to secure a conviction. Forced to conduct his
investigations amidst the hell of The Third Battle of Ypres, Kingsley soon discovers that both the evidence and the witnesses
he needs are quite literally disappearing into the mud that surrounds him. Ben Elton's tenth novel is a gut-wrenching
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historical drama which explores some fundamental questions. What is murder? What is justice in the face of unimaginable
daily slaughter? And where is the honour in saving a man from the gallows if he is only to be returned to die in a suicidal
battle? As the gap between legally-sanctioned and illegal murder becomes evermore blurred, Kingsley quickly learns that
the first casualty when war comes is truth.

Gasping
One house. Ten contestants. Thirty cameras. Forty microphones. Yet again the public gorges its voyeuristic appetite as
another group of unknown and unremarkable people submit themselves to the brutal exposure of the televised real-life
soap opera, House Arrest. Everybody knows the rules: total strangers are forced to live together while the rest of the
country watches them do it. Who will crack first? Who will have sex with whom? Who will the public love and who will they
hate? All the usual questions. And then, suddenly, there are some new ones. Who is the murderer? How did he or she
manage to kill under the constant gaze of the thirty television cameras? Why did they do it? And who will be next?

Leather to the Corinthians
‘Fast, funny and close to the bone’ Mail on Sunday Why are we all so hostile? So quick to take offence? Truly we are living in
the age of outrage. A series of apparently random murders draws amiable, old-school Detective Mick Matlock into a world of
sex, politics, reality TV and a bewildering kaleidoscope of opposing identity groups. Lost in a blizzard of hashtags, his
already complex investigation is further impeded by the fact that he simply doesn’t ‘get’ a single thing about anything
anymore. Meanwhile, each day another public figure confesses to having ‘misspoken’ and prostrates themselves before the
judgement of Twitter. Begging for forgiveness, assuring the public “that is not who I am”. But if nobody is who they are
anymore - then who the f##k are we? Ben Elton returns with a blistering satire of the world as it fractures around us. Get
ready for a roller-coaster thriller, where nothing - and no one - is off limits.

Blind Faith
Bruce Delamitri, a hot young Hollywood film director, is murdered at the peak of his career while making popular, stylish
movies about killers. 30,000 first printing.

Bachelor Boys
A pandemic called 'The Sweats' is sweeping the globe. London is a city in crisis. Hospitals begin to fill with the dead and
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dying, but Stevie Flint is convinced that the sudden death of her boyfriend Dr Simon Sharkey was not from natural causes.
As roads out of London become gridlocked with people fleeing infection, Stevie's search for Simon's killers takes her in the
opposite direction, into the depths of the dying city and a race with death. A Lovely Way to Burn is the first outbreak in the
Plague Times trilogy. Chilling, tense and completely compelling, it's Louise Welsh writing at the height of her powers.

Blind Faith
A dark, savagely comic novel from the bestselling author ofChart Throb. Imagine a world where everyone knows everything
about everybody. Where what a person “feels” and “truly believes” is protected under the law, while what is rational, even
provable is condemned as heresy. A world where to question ignorance and intolerance is to commit a Crime against Faith.
Imagine it. Or just wait until After The Flood. On a hot Sagittarian morning in the year 56 ATF, Trafford Sewell struggles to
work through the usual crowds of near-naked commuters. He is confronted by the intimidating figure of his Parish
Confessor. Why has Trafford not been streaming his every moment of sexual intimacy onto the community website like
everybody else? Does he think he’s different or special in some way? Better than his fellow man and woman? Does he have
something to hide? Ben Elton imagines a post-apocalyptic society where religious intolerance combines with a confessional
sex-obsessed, self-centric culture to create a world where nakedness is modesty, ignorance is wisdom and privacy is a
dangerous perversion. A chilling vision of what’s to come? Or something rather closer to what we call reality? From the
Trade Paperback edition.
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