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Community Conversation Guide
Have you ever been at odds with God? Have you resisted, defied, or tried to
bargain your way out of what you thought God wanted? You aren’t alone. Scripture
documents similar stories. In this Easter Study Andy Stanley looks at some of the
people whose lives intersected with Jesus in the weeks leading to his crucifixion.
Each of them had an agenda that put them at odds with God and Jesus. As you’ll
see, there’s a little big of them in all of us. The Why Easter Matters Study Guide
includes session overviews, video teaching notes, discussion questions, personal
reflection material, and a leader’s guide. Sessions include: The High Cost of
Following Christ The Risk of Surrendering to God The God Who Can Be Trusted The
Foundation of Our Faith Designed for use with the Who Needs Christmas / Why
Easter Matters Video Study (9780310121121), sold separately. Streaming video
also available.

Future Church
Church growth models have often been long on promises and short on disciplemaking. We continue to watch consistent church attendance shrink, and our desire
to reach the lost is infected with a need for self-validation by growing our numbers
at any cost. If we believe that God wants his church to grow, where do we go from
here? What is the future of the church? Drawing from his 20 years and 15,000
hours of consulting, author Will Mancini shares with pastors and ministry leaders
the single most important insight he has learned about church growth. With plenty
of salient stories and based solidly on the disciple-making methods found in
Scripture, Future Church exposes the church's greatest challenge today, and offers
7 transforming laws of real church growth so that we can faithfully and joyfully
fulfill Jesus's Great Commission.

Communicating for a Change
Surely there's more than one way to get to heaven? Bestselling author Andy
Stanley addresses this popular belief held even among Christians. But believing
that all good people go to heaven raises major problems, Stanley reveals. Is
goodness not rewarded, then? Is Christianity not fair? Maybe not, he says. Readers
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will find out why Jesus taught that goodness is not even a requirement to enter
heaven - and why Christianity is beyond fair. Andy Stanley leads believers and
skeptics alike to a grateful awareness of God's enormous grace and mercy. Good
People Go to HeavenDon’t They? Sure they do. It only makes sense. Actually, it
doesn’t really make any sense at all. Smart, educated, accomplished men and
women everywhere are banking their eternities on a theory that doesn’t hold
water. Chances are, you’ve never really thought it through. But you owe it to
yourself to do so. Find out now what’s wrong with the most popular theory about
heaven—and what it really takes to get there.

How to Be Rich
Everything You Need to Know in Life, You Can Learn Here! When we were in
kindergarten, half the fun of living was breaking the rules without getting caught.
In real adult life, however, there is nothing fun about broken promises,
relationships, or hearts. In this DVD and study guide from North Point Resources,
Andy Stanley explains God’s set of life rules that can improve current relationships
and mend broken ones. Every game requires parameters, and in this lifelong
journey toward heaven, it’s never too late to learn, relearn, and follow the rules
God clearly outlines for His people…because they set you on the course for
success! Winners Play by the Rules In kindergarten, ignoring the rules was a
blast—especially if you could get away with it. But as adults, we understand that
rules are for our protection, and that when we break God’s rules we cause
heartache and broken relationships. Designed for small group or personal use, this
companion study guide to the Life Rules DVD clearly explains God’s basic set of life
rules which, when lived, hold the power to improve all your relationships. It’s never
too late to learn and follow the parameters God clearly outlines for His people. This
study guide is complete with a leader’s guide and six lessons, including easy-to-do
exercises and discussion questions. Story Behind the Book A new addition to the
North Point Resources brand group from a series taught by Andy Stanley at North
Point Community Church . From the Trade Paperback edition.

Life Rules Study Guide
Offers a guide for an eight-session small group Bible study challenging participants
to embody personal characteristics outlined in scripture to define followers of
Christ.

The New Rules for Love, Sex, and Dating
When You Talk, Are People Changed? Whether you speak from the pulpit, podium,
or the front of a classroom, you don’t need much more than blank stares and
faraway looks to tell you you’re not connecting. Take heart before your audience
takes leave! You can convey your message in the powerful, life-changing way it
deserves to be told. An insightful, entertaining parable that’s an excellent guide for
any speaker, Communicating for a Change takes a simple approach to delivering
effectively. Join Pastor Ray as he discovers that the secrets to successful speaking
are parallel to the lessons a trucker learns on the road. By knowing your
destination before you leave (identifying the one basic premise of your message),
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using your blinkers (making transitions obvious), and implementing five other
practical points, you’ll drive your message home every time! “Long ago, in a
galaxy far, far away…” “Once upon a time…” “In the beginning…” Great stories
capture and hold an audience’s attention from start to finish. Why should it be any
different when you stand up to speak? In Communicating for a Change, Andy
Stanley and Lane Jones offer a unique strategy for communicators seeking to
deliver captivating and practical messages. In this highly creative presentation, the
authors unpack seven concepts that will empower you to engage and impact your
audience in a way that leaves them wanting more. “Whether you are a senior
pastor with weekly teaching responsibilities or a student pastor who has bern
charged with engaging the hearts and minds of high school students, this book is a
must-read.” -Bill Hybels, Senior pastor, Willow Creak Community Church “A very
practical resource for every biblical communicator who wants to go from good to
great.” -Ed Young, Senior pastor, Fellowship Church, Grapevine, Texas “To
communicate effectively, you have to connect. Andy has been connecting with
people for years, and now he’s sharing his insights with the rest of us.” -Jeff
Foxworthy, Comedian Story Behind the Book Andy Stanley and Lane Jones are on
staff at one of America ’s largest churches, North Point Community. Leaders of
thousands of people, they regularly speak in front of large groups. They also listen
to numerous speakers and know the disastrous effects of a poorly delivered
message. This book is the result of their efforts to make public speaking—one of
the most common fear-inducing activities known to mankind—simple, easy, and
even enjoyable, so that God’s messages will readily produce the life-changing
results they should. From the Hardcover edition.

Better Decisions, Fewer Regrets
Everybody wants to be happy. Everybody is on a happiness quest. For many,
happiness is measured in moments. Experiences. It's elusive. Unsustainable. What
about you? What makes you happy? Something comes to mind for each of us. In
this six-session video Bible study, pastor Andy Stanley examines the ways in which
we tend to define happiness and explains how that definition influences the way
we pursue it. He reveals that happiness is about who, not what, and that happy
people are at peace with God, with others, and with themselves. He also shows
how sin undermines peace because it separates us from God, others, and
ourselves by substituting pleasure for fulfillment, things for people, images for
intimacy, and self-expression for self-control. We are often tempted to believe that
happiness comes from acquiring things, but happiness is actually an outcome of
what we sow in our lives. We can’t acquire, consume, or exercise our way to
happiness, but we may be able to serve and volunteer our way there. In the end,
we find that if we live as if it’s all about us, we will never be happy. Sessions
include: Nothing Plan for It Peace with God Happy Money Shoes You’re Not Enough
Designed for use with the What Makes You Happy DVD (sold separately).

Real Peace
Nearly 2,000 years ago, Jesus started a movement that has grown like wildfire
throughout history. Author and pastor Andy Stanley draws from Scripture and over
25 years of pastoral experience to bring to life the irresistible nature of this
movement known as the Church. With surprising candor and transparency pastor
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Andy Stanley explains how one of America’s largest churches began with a highprofile divorce and a church split. But that’s just the beginning Deep and Wide
provides church leaders with an in-depth look into North Point Community Church
and its strategy for creating churches unchurched people absolutely love to attend.
Andy writes, “Our goal is to create weekend experiences so compelling and helpful
that even the most skeptical individuals in our community would walk away with
every intention of returning the following weekwith a friend!” Later he says, “I
want people to fall in love with the Author of Scripture. And while we can’t make
anyone fall in love, we can certainly arrange a date.” For the first time, Andy
explains his strategy for preaching and programming to “dual audiences”: mature
believers and cynical unbelievers. He argues that preaching to dual audiences
doesn’t require communicators to “dumb down” the content. According to Stanley,
it’s all in the approach. You’ll be introduced to North Point's spiritual formation
model: The Five Faith Catalysts. Leaders responsible for ministry programing and
production will no doubt love Andy’s discussion of the three essential ingredients
for creating irresistible environments. For pastors willing to tackle the challenge of
transitioning a local congregation, Andy includes a section entitled: Becoming
Deep and Wide. If your team is more concerned with who you are reaching than
who you are keeping, Deep & Wide will be more than a book you read; it will be a
resource you come back to over and over! “Couldn't be prouder of my son, Andy.
And I couldn't be more excited about the content of this book. I wish a resource
like this existed when I was starting out in ministry.” - Dr. Charles Stanley,
Founder, In Touch Ministries “Deep and Wide pulls back the curtain for all of us to
see what is required behind the scenes to build a prevailing church. I was both
challenged and inspired by this book.” - Bill Hybels, author of Just Walk Across the
Room “The most common question I get from pastors is, ‘How do I get the people
in my church to be open to change?’ From now on my answer will be, ‘Read Deep
and Wide by Andy Stanley’. Thanks Andy. Great book!” - Craig Groeschel, Pastor,
LifeChurch.TV, author, It: How Churches and Leaders Can Get It and Keep It “No
one has given me more practical handles for establishing a focused vision than
Andy Stanley. Deep and Wide is a rich resource to help all of us stay intentional
about the main thing - building a church that reaches people who are far from
God.” - Steven Furtick, Lead Pastor, Elevation Church

Creature of the Word
Break free from the destructive power of guilt, anger, greed, and jealousy. Divorce.
Job loss. Estrangement from family members. Broken friendships. The difficult
circumstances you are dealing with today are likely being fed by one of four
emotional forces that compels you to act in undesirable ways, sometimes even
against your will. Andy Stanley explores each of these destructive forces—guilt,
anger, greed, and jealousy—and how they infiltrate your life and damage your
relationships. He says that, left unchallenged they have the power to destroy your
home, your career, and your friendships. In Enemies of the Heart, Andy offers
practical, biblical direction to help you fight back, to take charge of those feelings
that mysteriously control you, and to restore your broken relationships. Includes a
six-week discussion guide—a valuable resource for small groups! Previously
released as It Came from Within From the Trade Paperback edition.

Irresistible
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“Grace. It’s what we crave most when our guilt is exposed. It’s the very thing we
are hesitant to extend when we are confronted with the guilt of others—especially
when their guilt has robbed us of something we consider valuable. Therein is the
struggle, the struggle for grace. It’s this struggle that makes grace more story than
doctrine. It’s the struggle that reminds us that grace is bigger than compassion or
forgiveness. That struggle is the context for both. When we are on the receiving
end, grace is refreshing. When it is required of us, it is often disturbing. But when
correctly applied, it seems to solve just about everything. This struggle is not new;
it has been going on since the beginning.” —Andy Stanley We find in the pages of
Scripture that the stories found there often mirror our own stories, and that we too
need the very thing we do not deserve: the grace of God. From the beginning, the
church has had an uneasy relationship with grace. The gravitational pull is always
toward graceless religion. The odd thing is that when you read the New Testament,
the only thing Jesus stood against consistently was graceless religion. The only
group he attacked relentlessly was graceless religious leaders. Even now as you
think about grace, there might be a little voice in your head whispering, “It can’t be
that easy!” “What about obedience?” “What about disobedience?” “What about
repeated misbehavior?” “What about bad habits?” “What about justice?” “What
about repentance?” It’s this tension that makes grace so slippery. But that’s the
beauty and the truth of grace. We don’t deserve it. We can’t earn it. It can’t be
qualified. But God gives it to us anyway because he loves us unconditionally. The
story of grace is your story. And as you are about to discover grace plays a larger
role than you imagine.

Follow Participant's Guide
Your character, more than anything else, will impact how much you accomplish in
this life. It is more important than your talent, your education, your background, or
your network of friends. Andy Stanley helps you chart a course toward becoming a
man or woman of character. You'll discover a definition of character that will
inspire you for a lifetime, the external and internal benefits of strong character, the
six false beliefs behind negative behaviors, and more. Using practical insights,
biblical exposition, and engaging stories, Stanley guides you step-by-step in setting
the personal goals that will build the foundation for true success. The Secret to a
Life with No Regrets How important is your character? It determines everything
about you! How much you will accomplish in life, and whether you are worth
knowing. How you will respond to success, and how you will weather the inevitable
storms of life. This is a book about uncompromised living. It is about choosing
every day to be a man or woman of integrity, a person whose actions speak louder
than words. Bestselling author Andy Stanley challenges you to become what you
were meant to be: a person whose commitment to doing the right thing, whatever
the cost, will inspire others and change your world. Story Behind the Book As a
pastor, I spend a substantial amount of my time with people who are digging
themselves out from personal environmental catastrophes—circumstances that
were often years in the making but “took them by surprise.” Another group of
people have faced, or are facing, storms of life that are not of their own making,
storms created by the character deficits of others—storms that are a natural part
of a fallen world. There, in the midst of unjust treatment and seemingly
undeserved pain, the true character of a man or woman is revealed. What you see
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in such moments is what was really there all along. This book is about change. It’s
about the process of taking raw materials and molding them, shaping them, and
refining them into a finished product. Whether you know it or not, that process is
happening in you. Your character, not your accomplishments or acquisitions,
determines your legacy. From the Trade Paperback edition.

It
In this bold and visionary ebook, two leading Christian thinkers explore the "alien"
status of Christians in today's world, and offer a compelling new vision of how the
Christian church can regain its vitality, battle its malaise, reclaim its capacity to
nourish souls, and stand firmly against the illusions, pretensions, and eroding
values of today's world. Hauerwas and Willimon call for a radical new
understanding of the church. By renouncing the emphasis on personal
psychological categories, they offer a vision of the church as a colony, a holy
nation, a people, a family standing for sharply focused values in a devalued world.

Creating Community
A growing number of next generation Christians are eager to learn, grow, and lead
in ministry or in the marketplace. Mentoring young leaders, as they face the
unique issues of a changing world, has been pastor and Visioneering author Andy
Stanley's passion for more than a decade. Here, he shares material from his
leadership training sessions, developed to address essential leadership qualities
such as character, clarity, courage, and competency. This is the perfect guide for
any new leader -- or for the mentor of a future leader! Clear, stylish typeset, with
user-friendly links to referenced Scripture.

Staying in Love
Lift Your Vision High Vision is a preferred future. A destination. Vision always
stands in contrast to the world as it is. Visioneering, according to bestselling author
Andy Stanley, is “a clear mental picture of what could be, fueled by the conviction
that it should be.” With warm, down-to-earth practicality, Andy Stanley explores
the ordinary life of Nehemiah and his God-given vision for accomplishing the
extraordinary. He shows how the life of this great ancient visionary, determined to
rebuild the ruined walls of Jerusalem, reveals principles that can prepare us to find
and follow God’s multifaceted vision for our own lives. Now this bestseller is again
available in an attractive, affordable paperback! Everybody ends up somewhere in
life. You can end up somewhere on purpose! Visioneering is the engineering of a
vision. It’s the process one follows to develop and maintain vision. “Vision,” writes
Andy Stanley , “is a clear mental picture of what could be, fueled by the conviction
that it should be.” In the bestselling Visioneering, Stanley builds a compelling case
for the necessity of a clear, God-ordained vision for each of the roles of your life.
Whether you’re a parent with a vision for your children or a CEO pursuing a
corporate vision, Visioneering is the perfect tool to help you develop and maintain
God’s unique purpose for your life.

Deep and Wide
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“Are you the person the person you are looking for is looking for?" —Andy Stanley
Single? Looking for the "right person"? Thinking that if you met the "right person"
everything would turn out "right"? Think again. In The New Rules For Love, Sex &
Dating, Andy Stanley explores the challenges, assumptions, and land mines
associated with dating in the twenty-first century. Best of all, he offers the most
practical and uncensored advice you will ever hear on this topic. Not for the faint of
heart, The New Rules for Love, Sex & Dating challenges singles to step up and set
a new standard for this generation. “If you don't want a marriage like the majority
of marriages, then stop dating like the majority of daters!” —Andy Stanley Also
includes a four-session small group discussion guide to be used with The New
Rules for Love, Sex, and Dating video (sold separately).

Can We Do That?
You probably don't feel rich. Rich is the other guy. Rich is having more than you
currently have. But you can be rich and not feel it. And that's the problem. Andy
Stanley is convinced that most of us are richer than we think. We just aren't very
good at it. It's one thing to BE rich. Andy wants us to be GOOD at it! "How to Be
Rich lays out clear principles for carrying that load, making sure your wealth
remains a blessing not just for you, but for your family and community for
generations to come." —DAVE RAMSEY, New York Times bestselling author and
radio show host

Resident Aliens
'We all know what's required to fall in lovea pulse. Falling in love is easy. But
staying there---that's something else entirely. With more than a thousand
matchmaking services available today and new ones springing up all the time,
finding a romantic match can be easier than ever. But staying together with the
one you've found seems to be the real challenge. So, is it possible for two people
to fall in love and actually stay there? Absolutely! Let pastor and author Andy
Stanley show you how in this four-session, video-based study.This DVD-ROM saves
you time and money because it contains everything you need to create your group
experience: Andy Stanley's original message series on Staying in Love and four
video sessions taught by Andy, which are 15-20 minutes in length, as well as a
discussion questions in a PDF format that you can print out for every member of
your group. Session titles include: 1. Love is a Verb 2. Re-Modeling 3. Feelin' It 4.
Multiple Choice Marriage'

Ask It
Good questions lead to better decisions. Discover five game-changing questions to
ask every time you make a decision--questions that will help you in your finances,
relationships, career, and more. Your decisions determine the direction and quality
of your life. Your decisions create the story of your life. And while nobody plans to
complicate their life with bad decisions, far too many people have no plan to make
good decisions. This book will help you live differently. In Better Decisions, Fewer
Regrets, Andy Stanley will help you learn from experience and stop making bad
decisions by integrating five questions into every decision you make, big or small.
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You'll discover how to: Develop a decision-making filter that reveals which choices
will likely lead to positive results in your life. Avoid selling yourself on bad ideas
and making quick decisions when time is short. Find truth and clarity in any tricky
decision. Improve relationships and heal division through better decisions. Discover
the reasons behind your decisions so you can move forward with positive changes.
Consider the long-term impact of your choices so you can write a life story worth
celebrating. Easily identify any red flags that signal which decisions may result in
future regrets. Better Decisions, Fewer Regrets will set you up for success in every
season of life, for the rest of your life. "Classic Andy--accessible to any of us
wanting to change, yet deep enough to challenge you if you think you know the
answers." - Max Lucado, pastor and New York Times bestselling author "This is the
right book for the right time. We've got some important decisions to make, and this
book will help frame the right questions to ask." - Bob Goff, Sweet Maria's husband
and New York Times bestselling author "This book is not just a necessary guide to
better decisions--it's a handbook for life that is sure to make a difference in yours."
- Lysa TerKeurst, #1 New York Times bestselling author "Andy Stanley strikes
again! This challenging, practical, and engaging book will help you make better
decisions and lead the life you really want." - Ian Morgan Cron, author, The Road
Back to You "Now is the time to change your choices to regret-proof your future.
Andy will show you how." - Levi Lusko, pastor of Fresh Life Church and author

The Grace of God
Not where you want to be? Wondering how to get there? Why is it that smart
people with admirable life goals often end up far from where they intended to be?
Why is it that so many people start out with a clear mental picture of where they
want to be relationally, financially, and professionally and yet years laterfind
themselves far from their desired destination? Why do our expectations about our
own future often go unmet? What if you knew the answer to those questions? What
if there was one simple idea that explained why so many people get lost along the
way? There is. It’s called the principle of the path. And not only does it explain the
disappointment and regret that characterize the lives of so many, it provides a way
for you to be the exception. As you are about to discover, the principle of the path
is at work in your life every single day. Once embraced, this compelling principle
will empower you to identify and follow the path that leads to your desired
destination. And this same principle will enable you to avoid life-wasting detours
along the way. “If you’re ready to break the bad habits, bad behaviors, and bad
decisions that have been leading you into trouble, you need Andy Stanley’s The
Principle of the Path.”–Dave Ramsey, host of The Dave Ramsey Showand bestselling author of The Total Money Makeover

Enemies of the Heart
You’ll Never Make a Decision the Same Way Again Should I take this job? Buy this
house? Marry this person? We ask questions every day about the choices we face.
But are we asking the most important question of all? In Ask It, Andy Stanley
identifies the one question that makes it easy to determine the answer to all other
questions. You’ll learn how to make decisions with confidence simply by applying
the question that brings clarity to life’s most challenging decisions.
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How Good Is Good Enough?
The best leaders not only lead well but also reflect on their leadership long enough
and thoughtfully enough to articulate the philosophies that cause them to do so.
Whether serving in the marketplace or in ministry, as executives or rank-and-file
employees, as salaried staff or volunteer servants, good leaders can pinpoint the
rationale for their actions and decisions with the ease of reciting their home
address. In Axiom: author Bill Hybels divulges the God-given convictions that have
dictated his leadership strategy for more than three decades as senior pastor of
Willow Creek Community Church. Oriented toward four key leadership categories
1. Vision and strategy ('Promote Shameless Profitability, ' 'Take a Flyer') 2.
Teamwork and communication ('Obi-Wan Kenobi Isn't for Hire, ' 'Disagree without
Drawing Blood') 3. Activity and assessment ('Develop a Mole System, ' 'Sweat the
Small Stuff') 4. Personal integrity ('Admit Mistakes, and Your Stock Goes Up, ' 'Fight
for Your Family') Axiom brokers accessible wisdom from one leader's journey, as
well as emboldens you to nail down the reasons why you lead like you lead.

Louder Than Words
Rediscover the improbable story of Christmas. Four thousand years ago, God
promised he would do something through the bloodline of Abraham. Two thousand
years later, Jesus was born. And two thousand years after that, we’re still talking
about it. Why? The story of Jesus’ birth was not what anyone expected: a baby . . .
born in the armpit of the Mediterranean . . . to save us from sins that no one
thought we needed saving from. This Christmas season, join Andy Stanley as he
unpacks why the improbability of the Christmas story is what makes it so
believable. No one could have or would have made it up. The Who Needs
Christmas Study Guide includes session overviews, video teaching notes,
discussion questions, personal reflection material, and a leader’s guide. Sessions
include: The Story Behind the Story The Author of Life The Message of Christmas
Ready or Not . . . He Is Coming Designed for use with the Who Needs Christmas /
Why Easter Matters Video Study (9780310121121), sold separately. Streaming
video also available.

Next Generation Leader
Tell Faith-Filled Fish Tales Fishing stories. We’ve all heard them. “It was this big.”
“You should have seen the one that got away.” People love to tell stories of their
fishing adventures. When it comes to faith, however, most people clam up. Why is
it we can’t talk about what God has done in our lives as naturally as we can spin
fishing tales? In this six-session companion study guide to the Go Fish DVD, Andy
Stanley explores the motivation behind sharing our faith. Discover God’s heart for
those who don’t know Him and the role that we can play in introducing others to
Him. Along the way you will be equipped with tools that will help you make sharing
your faith a natural part of your life. This study guide is complete with a leader’s
guide and six lessons, including conversation-starting exercises, discussion
questions, and application steps. Story Behind the Book Andy Stanley, senior
pastor of three North Point Ministries campuses, with a cumulative congregation of
more than twenty thousand, has had countless conversations with everyday
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Christians who struggle to share their faith with confidence and ease. Though not
everyone has “the gift,” evangelism is something we’re each called to. This
curriculum was designed to take the fear out of sharing the good news of Christ,
and to help you talk about it as naturally as you would that exciting fishing trip last
weekend! From the Trade Paperback edition.

Seven Practices of Effective Ministry
D. A. Carson's father was a pioneering church-planter and pastor in Quebec. But
still, an ordinary pastor-except that he ministered during the decades that brought
French Canada from the brutal challenges of persecution and imprisonment for
Baptist ministers to spectacular growth and revival in the 1970s. It is a story, and
an era, that few in the English-speaking world know anything about. But through
Tom Carson's journals and written prayers, and the narrative and historical
background supplied by his son, readers will be given a firsthand account of not
only this trying time in North American church history, but of one pastor's life and
times, dreams and disappointments. With words that will ring true for every person
who has devoted themselves to the Lord's work, this unique book serves to remind
readers that though the sacrifices of serving God are great, the sweetness of living
a faithful, obedient life is greater still.

Go Fish Study Guide
There’s no scoreboard in the sanctuary, and the only plate is probably for the
offering. But every church leader needs to know how to win, and every
congregation needs to know when to cheer. This insightful book speaks to every
church leader who yearns for a simpler, more effective approach to ministry. An
engaging parable about one overwhelmed pastor is followed by an overview of
seven successful team practices, each one developed and applied in a ministry
setting. Reinforced by relevant discussion questions, these clear, easy, and
strategic practices can turn any ministry into a winning team. Your ministry is
perfectly designed to produce the results you are currently experiencing. If you are
satisfied with those results, you don’t need this book. If not, it’s time for a change.
Like your own personal trainer, 7 Practices of Effective Ministry is an insightful
guide for any leader who yearns for a simpler, more effective approach to ministry.
Here are seven strategic principles that when put into play will bring focus and
clarity to everything you do and turn your ministry into a winning team. Story
Behind the Book Looking for ways to help pastors faced with hectic lives and
depleted resources, Andy Stanley, Reggie Joiner, and Lane Jones decided to write a
parable about the complicated life of a local pastor. Rather than come straight at
those in ministry with formulas and lists, they engage readers in an effort to have
them identify with the character. “For many years, I practiced and taught church
growth. What I have witnessed as a member at North Point takes church growth to
a whole new level. Andy and his team communicate principles that will add value
to you and the church you love.” -John C. Maxwell, founder, The INJOY Group
“Every professional athlete recognizes the value of solid coaching. The best are
always working to get better. From what I’ve seen at North Point, these seven
practices can improve the game of any church in America.” -John Smoltz, Cy Young
Award-winning pitcher “The practices covered in this book are down-to-earth,
practical, and come from real difference-makers who know what church leadership
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is all about. Andy, Reggie, and Lane have definitely hit the ball out of the park with
the 7 Practices of Effective Ministry.” -Ed Young, Jr., senior pastor, Fellowship
Church

Memoirs of an Ordinary Pastor
Andy Stanley’s bestselling and award-winning vision for the local church now
includes bonus content: a study guide, church staff helps, and an interview with
Andy on the most frequently asked questions about Deep and Wide. With
surprising candor and transparency pastor Andy Stanley explains how one of
America’s largest churches began with a high-profile divorce and a church split.
But that’s just the beginning… For the first time, Andy explains his strategy for
preaching and programming to “dual audiences”: mature believers and cynical
unbelievers. He argues that preaching to dual audiences doesn’t require
communicators to “dumb down” the content. According to Stanley, it’s all in the
approach. You’ll be introduced to North Point's spiritual formation model: The Five
Faith Catalysts. Leaders responsible for ministry programing and production will no
doubt love Andy’s discussion of the three essential ingredients for creating
irresistible environments. For pastors willing to tackle the challenge of transitioning
a local congregation, Andy includes a section entitled: Becoming Deep and Wide. If
your team is more concerned with who you are reaching than who you are
keeping, the expanded edition of Deep & Wide will be more than a book you read;
it will be a resource you come back to over and over! “Couldn't be prouder of my
son, Andy. And I couldn't be more excited about the content of this book. I wish a
resource like this existed when I was starting out in ministry.” - Dr. Charles Stanley,
Founder, In Touch Ministries “Deep and Wide pulls back the curtain for all of us to
see what is required behind the scenes to build a prevailing church. I was both
challenged and inspired by this book.” - Bill Hybels, author of Just Walk Across the
Room “The most common question I get from pastors is, ‘How do I get the people
in my church to be open to change?’ From now on my answer will be, ‘Read Deep
and Wide by Andy Stanley’. Thanks Andy. Great book!” - Craig Groeschel, Pastor,
LifeChurch.TV, author, It: How Churches and Leaders Can Get It and Keep It “It is
completely false that churches must sacrifice quality to get quantity, must
artificially choose between evangelism and discipleship, or cannot have depth and
growth at the same time. Few prove this fact better than the ministry of Andy
Stanley, who has grown North Point Community Church on purpose and with
passion. No Christian leader can afford to miss this book.” - Rick Warren, pastor,
Saddleback Church; author, The Purpose Driven Church

Who Needs Christmas Study Guide
This book is not a tired rant. This book is not a reactionary diatribe. This book is a
gentle manifesto against the status quo. In The Prodigal Church, Jared Wilson
challenges church leaders to reconsider their priorities when it comes to how they
“do church” and reach people in their communities, arguing that we too often rely
on loud music, flashy lights, and skinny jeans to get people in the door. Writing
with the grace and kindness of a trusted friend, Wilson encourages readers to
reexamine the Bible’s teaching, not simply return to a traditional model for
tradition’s sake. He then sets forth an alternative to both the attractional and the
traditional models: an explicitly biblical approach that is gospel focused, grace
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based, and fruit oriented.

What Makes You Happy Participant's Guide
Every Sunday people walk onto your church campus and decide if they will return
the following week before the preacher even opens his mouth. Many of those
people don't know what to make of Jesus. They're hesitant to be in a church.
They're not sure they belong. But over and over in the pages of the gospels, we
see something extraordinary. People who were nothing like Jesus liked Jesus.
Shouldn't that be true of his church as well? In Going Deep & Wide, Andy Stanley
lays out a blueprint for becoming that kind of church. Going Deep & Wide offers
practical steps to help church leaders create irresistible environments, define
ministry goals, and communicate more effectively with unbelievers. Each section
includes discussion materials that walk you more deeply into the content of Deep
& Wide and invites conversations about how to apply what you've learned.

Deep and Wide
Your organization - business, church, or nonprofit - will experience unprecedented
growth when you close the gap between these two game-changing questions:
What are we known for? What do we want to be known for? In Know What You're
FOR, entrepreneur and thought leader Jeff Henderson makes it clear that if we
want to change the world with our products or our mission, then we must shift the
focus of our messaging and marketing. Rather than self-promoting, we must
transform our organizations to be people-centric. This sounds like a no-brainer, but
looking closer shows just how little this is true and how impactful the change would
be if it were. Whether you're a business leader, a change advocate, or a movement
maker, Know What You're FOR will help you - and your organization - thrive. It's
what happens when you create an organization focused on who it is FOR. This is
the future. Thriving organizations will be more concerned with becoming raving
fans of their customers than they are trying to convince customers to become
raving fans of the organization. This isn't theory. Jeff Henderson has experienced it.
Working with companies like Chick-fil-A and the Atlanta Braves, then serving as a
pastor for 15 years at one of the country's largest and most influential churches,
North Point, Jeff knows what success looks like for healthy organizations and
healthy lives. With fascinating stories from a host of entrepreneurs and Jeff's
remarkable career, Know What You're FOR equips you with a simple strategy and
the tools for extraordinary growth. You'll discover how to: Work FOR your current
and future customers with a new, effective method Be FOR your team and help
your people reach full potential Create a ripple impact by being FOR your
community Live and work your best by caring FOR yourself In a hypercritical,
cynical world, one that is often known for what it's against, let's be a group of
people known for who and what we're FOR. It's a powerful strategy for business.
But more importantly, it is a revolutionary way to live.

Why Easter Matters Study Guide
Until Expectations May You Part Giddy with excitement and burning with love’s fire,
engaged couples are filled with desires and expectations! Wonder and eager
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anticipation propel them forward. Then comes the marriage and if they take the
wrong approach, those unrealized expectations and unmet wants can turn a lifegiving covenant relationship into a dead-end contractual agreement. Suddenly
your marriage has no love, joy, or peace. In this marriage-makeover DVD and
study guide from Northpoint Resources, Andy Stanley ’s three key teachings help
you transform your expectations and examine the “I’s” of marriage: “Keeping My
‘I’ On You,” “Putting Your ‘I’ Out,” and “It Takes Three.” Broken into six DVD
sessions with discussion questions, this is one lesson your marriage won’t survive
without. Until Expectations Do Us Part Standing at the altar we all had a picture of
what our marriage would look like. The problem is this picture of marriage ends up
as expectations that we unload on our spouse. The weight of these expectations
will rob your marriage of love and joy. As a spouse you never feel like you measure
up and you never feel like you are good enough. So what are you to do with your
expectations? You can’t deny them because most expectations started out as Godgiven desires. In this six-session companion study guide to the DVD, Andy Stanley
explains that you must instead learn to transform your expectations and look to
God if you are to experience marriage as it was designed. This study guide is
complete with a leader’s guide and six lessons including conversation-starting
exercises, discussion questions and application steps. Story Behind the Book Andy
Stanley is the senior pastor of three North Point Ministries campuses, with a
cumulative congregation of more than twenty thousand. As couples voiced their
various marital struggles to him, the common root problem became undeniably
clear. The “me” syndrome, or the “I” effect, was tearing apart husbands and wives
who were once head-over-heels in love. To help couples step back from their
immediate circumstances and realize the bigger picture, he preached a series
called “iMarriage.” This DVD and study guide will empower couples everywhere to
transform their marriages into the one God intends for them.

Making Vision Stick
A vision. You as a leader may have it, but has your organization caught it? If a
leader's vision is all about what could be and what should be, why are you buried
under what is? Noted author and pastor Andy Stanley points out that if followers
don't get the vision, it's because the leaders haven't delivered it. He reveals the
three reasons vision doesn't stick. And then he delivers three ways to make vision
stick, to make you a leader worth following:1. Cast vision strategically: defining
your vision.2. Celebrate vision systematically: regularly rejoicing in the successes3.
Live your vision continuously: putting your vision into practice in your own lifeWith
Making Vision Stick, you'll learn how to propel you and your organization forward
on the vision God has granted you.

Visioneering
Lots of people think Christianity is all about doing what Jesus says. But what if
doing what Jesus says isn’t what Jesus says to do at all? Jesus’ invitation is an
invitation to relationship, and it begins with a simple request: follow me. Religion
says “Change and you can join us.” Jesus says, “Join us and you will change.”
There’s a huge difference. Jesus doesn’t expect people to be perfect. He just wants
them to follow him. Being a sinner doesn’t disqualify anyone. Being an unbeliever
doesn’t disqualify anyone. In fact, following almost always begins with a sinner and
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unbeliever taking one small step. In this eight-session video-based Bible study
(DVD/digital video sold separately), Andy Stanley takes small groups on a journey
through the Gospels as he traces Jesus’ teaching on what it means to follow.
Sessions include: Jesus Says Next Steps Fearless Follow Wear The Fine Print What I
Want to Want Leading Great Unfollow Designed for use with Follow Video Study
9780310823551 (sold separately).

Axiom
Community. It's a word we often hear, but what does it really mean? And why is it
so important to your spiritual life? Because you can’t grow spiritually unless you’re
connected relationally. God designed us that way. He wants to use other people to
grow us and he wants to use us to grow other people. In this 8-session video-based
study (DVD/digital video sold separately), specifically designed for launching new
small groups well, you’ll explore how building deep relationships with the people in
your small group and serving in the larger community around you will grow your
faith. You’ll learn why your unique story matters… to God and to the people you do
life with. Community is a great way for small groups to grow together and for
churches to connect new people in their congregation. This conversation guide is a
necessary tool walking you through each session with group starters, leader’s
notes, discussion questions, and weekly reading. Sessions include: Show Up Pursue
God Join In Be Real Part 1 Be Real Part 2 Be Real Part 3 Be the Church Be Together
Designed for use with Community Video Study (sold separately).

The Prodigal Church
No matter how you ask the questions, the answer is always the same. Yes you can!
You can incorporate innovative strategies into your church ministrystrategies that
will affect not only the way you do church but that will dramatically impact the
lives of current church members and help you in reaching out to your community.
In this refreshingly practically book, Andy Stanley and Ed Youngtwo of America's
most innovative and effective church leadersdeliver twenty-four creative ministry
tools that you can adapt and use to help your own church be all God intends it to
be. The inspirational stories on North Point Community Church in Atlanta and the
Fellowship Church in Dallas are stories of small church plants that have grown into
churches with weekend attendance of nine and fifteen thousand. But the true
success of these dynamic churches is not revealed in their big numbers but in the
lives that have been forever changed by the life-giving message of Jesus. What you
learn in the pages of this book will enable you to change the lives of those you
serve -- forever.

Know What You're FOR
When Craig Groeschel founded LifeChurch.tv, the congregation met in a borrowed
two-car garage, with ratty furnishings and faulty audiovisual equipment. But
people were drawn there, sensing a powerful, life-changing force Groeschel calls
“It.” What is It, and how can you and your ministry get -- and keep -- It? Combining
in-your-face honesty with off-the-wall humor, Groeschel -- one of today’s most
innovative church leaders -- provides profile interviews with Mark Driscoll, Perry
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Noble, Tim Stevens, Mark Batterson, Jud Wilhite, and Dino Rizzo. This book tells
how any believer can obtain It, get It back, and guard It. And, to dig deeper, the It
Pack includes the softcover book and a DVD that will challenge churches and their
leaders to maintain the spiritual balance that results in experiencing It in their
lives.

The Principle of the Path
Real and permanent peace is possible. Written for those struggling with the pains
and trials of life, this book will help Christians find and share lasting peace and
reconciliation with the world.

Going Deep and Wide
Five keys to building a small group culture that fosters meaningful, lasting
connections within your church community. Small groups are the key to impacting
lives in your church. But a healthy small-group environment doesn’t just happen.
So pull up a chair. Let’s talk about how to make it happen. Bill Willits and
bestselling author Andy Stanley share their successful approach, which has
resulted in nearly eight thousand adults becoming involved in small groups at
North Point Community Church in Atlanta. Simply put, the five principles have
passed the test. This is not just another book about community; this is a book
about strategy—strategy that builds a small group culture. Creating Community
shares clear and simple principles to help people connect into meaningful
relationships. The kind that God desires for each of us and that He uses to change
our lives. Put this proven method to work in your ministry and enjoy the tangible
results—God’s people doing life TOGETHER. “The small-group program at North
Point Community Church is not an appendage; it is not a program we tacked on to
an existing structure. It is part of our lifestyle. We think groups. We organize
groups. We are driven by groups. Creating Community contains our blueprint for
success. And I believe it has the potential power to revolutionize your own smallgroup ministry!” — Andy Stanley

iMarriage Study Guide
A book for anyone who cares deeply about the future of the church. Once upon a
time there was a version of our faith that was practically . . . irresistible. But that
was then. Today we preach, teach, write, and communicate as if nothing has
changed. As if “The Bible says it,” still settles it. It’s time to hit pause on much of
what we’re doing and consider the faith modeled by our first-century brothers and
sisters who had no official Bible, no status, and humanly speaking, little chance of
survival. What did they know that we don’t? What made their faith so compelling,
so defensible, so irresistible? Buckle up . . . you’re about to find out. More
importantly, Andy will invite you to embrace the version of faith that, against all
odds, initiated a chain of events resulting in the most significant and extensive
cultural transformation the world has ever seen. A version we must embrace if we
are to be salt and light in an increasingly savorless and dark world. “More than any
other book I’ve read in years, Irresistible has stretched my view of Scripture. I can’t
hear or read a passage from the Old or New Testaments without thinking about
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Andy’s provocative insights. If you and I take this book seriously, our lives and our
churches will never be the same.”—Kara Powell, PhD, executive director of the
Fuller Youth Institute and coauthor of Growing Young “Irresistible is like a once-in-ageneration shot across the bow. Andy Stanley takes a lifetime of accumulated
insight and wisdom about the Christian faith, history, and why the church isn’t
connecting with our current culture, and combines them together in a masterpiece
work.” —Carey Nieuwhof, author and founding pastor, Connexus Church “Warning:
This book will set you and your ministry back—back to the first century and the
approach to advancing the gospel modeled by Jesus and the apostles. Andy
reminds us that the resurrection was at the center of the first-century apologetic.
Then he challenges twenty-first century believers to reclaim it as the center of ours
as well. I agree with Andy—this approach changed the world once. I’m convinced it
could do so again. Read and apply now!”—Frank Turek, Christian author, public
speaker, and radio host “This book challenged me to rethink my thoughts about
the Old Testament, discuss with fellow believers what I was learning, do more
connecting and less correcting of others, and be salt and light, making things
better and brighter. I love how Andy loves people . . . ALL of them.”—John Maxwell,
author of The 360 Degree Leader “It’s time for the church to rethink how it
presents a timeless gospel to this generation. In Irresistible, Andy Stanley
challenges us to make sure we handle the Scriptures with the kind of integrity that
compels everyone to seriously consider following Jesus. Any Christian who reads
this book will suddenly find themselves embracing the mission of Jesus with a new
passion.”—Reggie Joiner, author; founder and CEO of Orange “Andy Stanley takes
you on a historic journey to rediscover the first-generation passion of what it
means to faithfully follow Christ. This book will knock you off center, push you out
of complacency, and reawaken an unshakable faith that cannot be
ignored.”—Craig Groeschel, pastor of Life.Church and author of Hope in the
Dark—Believing God Is Good When Life Is Not

Christian
What if you knew that by simply crossing the room and saying hello to someone,
you could change that person’s forever? Just a few steps to make an eternal
difference. It has nothing to do with methods and everything to do with taking a
genuine interest in another human being. All you need is a heart that’s in tune with
the Holy Spirit and a willingness to venture out of your “Circle of Comfort” and into
another person’s life. Just Walk Across the Room brings personal evangelism into
the twenty-first century. Building on the solid foundation laid in Becoming a
Contagious Christian, Bill Hybels shows how you can participate in the model first
set by Jesus, who stepped down from heaven 2,000 years ago to bring hope and
redemption to broken people living in a fallen world. Now it’s your turn. Your
journey may not be as dramatic, but it can have a life-changing impact for
someone standing a few steps away from you—and for you as well, as you learn
the power of extending care, compassion, and inclusiveness under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit. The highest value in personal evangelism is cooperating with the
Spirit, says Hybels. This means playing only the role you’re meant to play—walking
when the Spirit says to walk, talking when he says to talk, and falling silent when
he suggests that you’ve said enough. Hybels encourages you to “live in 3D” …
—Developing friendships —Discovering stories —Discerning appropriate next steps
… as a means of learning to understand the Holy Spirit’s promptings. With fresh
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perspectives from his own reflections and experiences collected during his most
recent decade of ministry, Bill Hybels shows with convincing and inspiring clarity
the power of this personal, richly relational approach to evangelism. The stakes are
high. The implications are eternal. And you may be only a conversation away from
having an eternal impact on someone’s life—if you will just walk across the room.

Just Walk Across the Room
The Reformers viewed the gospel as not merely one thing among many in the life
of a church but rather the means by which the church exists. When the gospel is
rightly declared and applied to God’s people, the church becomes “a creature of
the Word.” She understands, embraces, and lives out the reality of Christ’s birth,
life, death, and resurrection in more than her doctrinal statement. The gospel
impacts all the church is and does. Creature of the Word lays out this concept in
full, first examining the rich, scripture-based beauty of a Jesus-centered church,
then clearly providing practical steps toward forming a Jesus-centered church.
Authors Matt Chandler, Eric Geiger, and Josh Patterson write what will become a
center- ing discussion piece for those whose goal is to be part of a church that has
its theology, culture, and practice completely saturated in the gospel.
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