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Court Culture and Literature in Early China
A study of the production and use of iron and steel in early China, and
simultaneously a methodological study of the reconciliation of archaeological and
written sources in Chinese cultural history. Includes chapters on the technology of
iron production based on studies of artifact microstructures.

Divination and Prediction in Early China and Ancient Greece
This book provides a conceptual history of the emergence of civilizational
consciousness in early China. Focusing on how words are used in pre-Qín (before
221 BCE) texts to construct identities and negotiate relationships between a
'civilised self' and 'uncivilised others', it provides a re-examination of the origins
and development of these ideas. By adopting a novel approach to determining
when civilizational consciousness emerged in pre-Qín China, this book analyzes
this question in ways that establish a fresh hermeneutical dialogue between
Chinese and modern European understandings of 'civilization.' Whereas previous
studies have used archaeological data to place its origin somewhere between 3000
BCE and 1000 BCE, this book explores changes in word meanings in texts from the
pre-Qín period to reject this view. Instead, this book dates the emergence of
civilizational consciousness in China to around 2,500 years ago. In the process,
new chronologies of the coining of Old Chinese terms such as ‘customs,’
‘barbarians,’ and ‘the Great ones,’ are proposed, which challenge anachronistic
assumptions about these terms in earlier studies. Examining important Chinese
classics, such as the Analects, the Mencius and the Mòzi, as well as key historical
periods and figures in the context of the concept of ‘civilization,’ this book will
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useful to students and scholars of Chinese and Asian history.

Sanctioned Violence in Early China
The violence of war and sacrifice were not the antithesis of civilization at Shang
Anyang, but rather its foundation.

Ancient China
A richly empirical discussion of ethnic identity formation in the ancient world,
presenting the peoples of China's southern frontier.

Early China
Ancient China: A History surveys the East Asian Heartland Region – the
geographical area that eventually became known as China – from the Neolithic
period through the Bronze Age, to the early imperial era of Qin and Han, up to the
threshold of the medieval period in the third century CE. For most of that long span
of time there was no such place as "China"; the vast and varied territory of the
Heartland Region was home to many diverse cultures that only slowly coalesced,
culturally, linguistically, and politically, to form the first recognizably Chinese
empires. The field of Early China Studies is being revolutionized in our time by a
wealth of archaeologically recovered texts and artefacts. Major and Cook draw on
this exciting new evidence and a rich harvest of contemporary scholarship to
present a leading-edge account of ancient China and its antecedents. With handy
pedagogical features such as maps and illustrations, as well as an extensive list of
recommendations for further reading, Ancient China: A History is an important
resource for undergraduate and postgraduate courses on Chinese History, and
those studuing Chinese Culture and Society more generally.

Ancient China
Examines ancient China and how its politics, daily activities, art, religion, economy,
and social structures worked together to form Chinese culture.

The Emergence of Civilizational Consciousness in Early China
After a long spell of chaos, the Qin and Han dynasties (221 BCE–220 CE) saw the
unification of the Chinese Empire under a single ruler, government, and code of
law. During this era, changing social and political institutions affected the ways
people conceived of womanhood. New ideals were promulgated, and women's lives
gradually altered to conform to them. And under the new political system, the
rulers' consorts and their families obtained powerful roles that allowed women
unprecedented influence in the highest level of government. Recognized as the
leading work in the field, this introductory survey offers the first sustained history
of women in the early imperial era. Now in a revised edition that incorporates the
latest scholarship and theoretical approaches, the book draws on extensive
primary and secondary sources in Chinese and Japanese to paint a remarkably
detailed picture of the distant past. Bret Hinsch's introductory chapters orient the
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nonspecialist to early imperial Chinese society; subsequent chapters discuss
women's roles from the multiple perspectives of kinship, wealth and work, law,
government, learning, ritual, and cosmology. An enhanced array of line drawings, a
Chinese-character glossary, and extensive notes and bibliography enhance the
author's discussion. Historians and students of gender and early China alike will
find this book an invaluable overview.

Individualism in Early China
Books of Fate and Popular Culture in Early China is a comprehensive introduction
to the daybook manuscripts found in Warring States, Qin, and Han tombs (453
BCE-220 CE) and intended for use in daily life.

The Culture of Sex in Ancient China
When should a woman disobey her father, contradict her husband, or shape the
policy of a ruler? According to the Lienü zhuan, or Categorized Biographies of
Women, it is not only appropriate but necessary for women to offer counsel when
fathers, husbands, sons, and rulers stray from virtue. The earliest Chinese text
devoted to the moral education of women, the Lienü zhuan was compiled by Liu
Xiang (79–8 B.C.E.) at the end of the Han dynasty (202 B.C.E.–9 C.E.) and recounts
the deeds of both virtuous and wicked women. Informed by early legends,
fictionalized historical accounts, and formal speeches on statecraft, the text taught
generations of Chinese women to cultivate filial piety and maternal kindness and
undertake such practices as suicide and self-mutilation to preserve chastity and
reform wayward men. The Lienü zhuan’s stories inspired artists for a millennium
and found their way into local and dynastic histories. An innovative work for its
time, the text remains a critical tool for mapping women’s social, political, and
domestic roles at a formative time in China’s development.

The Oxford Handbook of Early China
The emergence and spread of literacy in ancient human society an important topic
for all who study the ancient world, and the development of written Chinese is of
particular interest, as modern Chinese orthography preserves logographic
principles shared by its most ancient forms, making it unique among all presentday writing systems. In the past three decades, the discovery of previously
unknown texts dating to the third century BCE and earlier, as well as older versions
of known texts, has revolutionized the study of early Chinese writing. The longterm continuity and stability of the Chinese written language allow for this detailed
study of the role literacy played in early civilization. The contributors to Writing and
Literacy in Early China inquire into modes of manuscript production, the purposes
for which texts were produced, and the ways in which they were actually used. By
carefully evaluating current evidence and offering groundbreaking new
interpretations, the book illuminates the nature of literacy for scribes and readers.

Books of Fate and Popular Culture in Early China
Mind and Body in Early China critiques Orientalist accounts of early China as the
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radical, "holistic" other. The idea that the early Chinese held the "strong" holist
view, seeing no qualitative difference between mind and body, has long been
contradicted by traditional archeological and qualitative textual evidence. New
digital humanities methods, along with basic knowledge about human cognition,
now make this position untenable. A large body of empirical evidence suggests
that "weak" mind-body dualism is a psychological universal, and that human
sociality would be fundamentally impossible without it. Edward Slingerland argues
that the humanities need to move beyond social constructivist views of culture,
and embrace instead a view of human cognition and culture that integrates the
sciences and the humanities. Our interpretation of texts and artifacts from the past
and from other cultures should be constrained by what we know about the speciesspecific, embodied commonalities shared by all humans. This book also attempts
to broaden the scope of humanistic methodologies by employing team-based
qualitative coding and computer-aided "distant reading" of texts, while also
drawing upon our current best understanding of human cognition to transform our
basic starting point. It has implications for anyone interested in comparative
religion, early China, cultural studies, digital humanities, or science-humanities
integration.

Sanctioned Violence in Early China
Ancient China has a history very rich in culture and traditions. It has gone through
leaders and dynasties, and all of these transformed China until it became the
cultural and economic hub that it is today. Read about China’s ancient history
without the trouble of being bored. You can use this picture book to gather
knowledge about the topic. Grab a copy now.

Ancient China for Kids - Early Dynasties, Civilization and
History | Ancient History for Kids | 6th Grade Social Studies
Leading scholars of ancient Chinese history, literature, religion, and archaeology
consider the presence and use of texts in religious and political ritual. Through
balanced attention to both the received literary tradition and the wide range of
recently excavated artefacts, manuscripts, and inscriptions, their combined efforts
reveal the rich and multilayered interplay of textual composition and ritual
performance.

Life in Ancient China
A critical new interpretation of the early history of Chinese civilization based on the
most recent scholarship and archaeological discoveries.

Writing and Literacy in Early China
Violence, Kinship and the Early Chinese State
This book traces the central role played by cosmology in the formation of China's
early empires.
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Social Memory and State Formation in Early China
Compares the intellectual and social history and past and present contexts of
mantic practices (divination) in Chinese and Greek antiquity.

Mind and Body in Early China
The studies brought together here focus upon the literary and cultural activity of
the Chinese court during the Han and early medieval period. The first section
concerns court literature in the Former Han and deals with the role of literature,
especially poetry, at both the imperial and princely courts, including one study of
the writings attributed to an imperial concubine, who used poetry to express her
resentment at falling from the emperor's favour. The next section looks at a
leading court writer of the Late Western Han dynasty, Yang Xiong, while the third
part deals with the leading poetic genre of this period, the fu or rhapsody. These
papers examine major themes such as praise, travel, dating and authenticity, and
problems of translation. The volume concludes with two articles on food culture in
early and medieval China.

Daily Life in Ancient China
The subject of sex was central to early Chinese thought. Discussed openly and
seriously as a fundamental topic of human speculation, it was an important source
of imagery and terminology that informed the classical Chinese conception of
social and political relationships. This sophisticated and long-standing tradition,
however, has been all but neglected by modern historians. In The Culture of Sex in
Ancient China, Paul Rakita Goldin addresses central issues in the history of Chinese
attitudes toward sex and gender from 500 B.C. to A.D. 400. A survey of major preimperial sources, including some of the most revered and influential texts in the
Chinese tradition, reveals the use of the image of copulation as a metaphor for
various human relations, such as those between a worshiper and his or her deity or
a ruler and his subjects. In his examination of early Confucian views of women,
Goldin notes that, while contradictions and ambiguities existed in the articulation
of these views, women were nevertheless regarded as full participants in the
Confucian project of self-transformation. He goes on to show how assumptions
concerning the relationship of sexual behavior to political activity (assumptions
reinforced by the habitual use of various literary tropes discussed earlier in the
book) led to increasing attempts to regulate sexual behavior throughout the Han
dynasty. Following the fall of the Han, this ideology was rejected by the
aristocracy, who continually resisted claims of sovereignty made by impotent
emperors in a succession of short-lived dynasties. Erudite and immensely
entertaining, this study of intellectual conceptions of sex and sexuality in China will
be welcomed by students and scholars of early China and by those with an interest
in the comparative development of ancient cultures.

Iron and Steel in Ancient China
Shows how recent archaeological discoveries have enriched our perception of the
cultural history of China in the Classical era.
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The Early Chinese Empires
"Kids learn about ancient civilizations with these enriching, hands-on projects and
writing activities."--Page 4 of cover.

Early China
Early China News
This book traces the evolving uses of writing to command assent and obedience in
early China, an evolution that culminated in the establishment of a textual canon
as the foundation of imperial authority. Its central theme is the emergence of this
body of writings as the textual double of the state, and of the text-based sage as
the double of the ruler. The book examines the full range of writings employed in
early China, such as divinatory records, written communications with ancestors,
government documents, the collective writings of philosophical and textual
traditions, speeches attributed to historical figures, chronicles, verse anthologies,
commentaries, and encyclopedic compendia. Lewis shows how these writings
served to administer populations, control officials, form new social groups, invent
new models of authority, and create an artificial language whose master generated
power and whose graphs became potent objects.

Writing and Authority in Early China
This book provides new insight into the creation of the Chinese empire by
examining the changing forms of permitted violence--warfare, hunting, sacrifice,
punishments, and vengeance. It analyzes the interlinked evolution of these violent
practices to reveal changes in the nature of political authority, in the basic units of
social organization, and in the fundamental commitments of the ruling elite. The
work offers a new interpretation of the changes that underlay the transformation of
the Chinese polity from a league of city states dominated by aristocratic lineages
to a unified, territorial state controlled by a supreme autocrat and his agents. In
addition, it shows how a new pattern of violence was rationalized and how the
Chinese of the period incorporated their ideas about violence into the myths and
proto-scientific theories that provided historical and natural prototypes for the
imperial state.

China's Early Empires
Explores historical and philosophical shifts in the depiction of women and virtue in
the early years of the Chinese state. Includes an examination of the history of yinyang theories.

Sharing the Light
'Early China' refers to the period from the beginning of human history in China to
the end of the Han Dynasty in AD 220. The roots of modern Chinese society and
culture are all to be found in this formative period of Chinese civilization. Li Feng's
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new critical interpretation draws on the most recent scholarship and archaeological
discoveries from the past thirty years. This fluent and engaging overview of early
Chinese civilization explores key topics including the origins of the written
language, the rise of the state, the Shang and Zhou religions, bureaucracy, law and
governance, the evolving nature of war, the creation of empire, the changing
image of art, and the philosophical search for social order. Beautifully illustrated
with a wide range of new images, this book is essential reading for all those
wanting to know more about the foundations of Chinese history and civilization.

Cosmology and Political Culture in Early China
In 221 B.C. the First Emperor of Qin unified what would become the heart of a
Chinese empire whose major features would endure for two millennia. In the first of
a six-volume series on the history of imperial China, Lewis highlights the key
challenges facing the court officials and scholars who set about governing an
empire of such scale and diversity.

The Archaeology of Early China
Looks at mourning practices during the Han dynasty to reassess whether filial piety
was the overriding model for society and governance in early China.

Landscape and Power in Early China
The study of early China has been radically transformed over the past fifty years
by archaeological discoveries, including both textual and non-textual artefacts.
Excavations of settlements and tombs have demonstrated that most people did
not lead their lives in accordance with ritual canons, while previously unknown
documents have shown that most received histories were written retrospectively
by victors and present a correspondingly anachronistic perspective. This handbook
provides an authoritative survey of the major periods of Chinese history from the
Neolithic era to the fall of the Latter Han Empire and the end of antiquity (AD 220).
It is the first volume to include not only a comprehensive review of political history
but also detailed treatments of topics that transcend particular historical periods,
such as: Warfare and political thought Cities and agriculture Language and art
Medicine and mathematics Providing a detailed analysis of the most up-to-date
research by leading scholars in the field of early Chinese history, this book will be
useful to students and scholars of Chinese history, Asian archaeology, and Chinese
studies in general.

Ancient China and the Yue
The ascendancy of the Western Zhou in Bronze Age China, 1045–771 BC, was a
critical period in the development of Chinese civilisation and culture. This book
addresses the complex relationship between geography and political power in the
context of the crisis and fall of the Western Zhou state. Drawing on the latest
archaeological discoveries, the book shows how inscribed bronze vessels can be
used to reveal changes in the political space of the period and explores literary and
geographical evidence to produce a coherent understanding of the Bronze Age
Page 7/11

Read Online Early China A Social And Cultural History New Approaches To
Asian History
past. By taking an interdisciplinary approach which embraces archaeology, history
and geography, the book thoroughly reinterprets late Western Zhou history and
probes the causes of its gradual decline and eventual fall. Supported throughout by
maps created from the GIS datasets and by numerous on-site photographs,
Landscape and Power in Early China gives significant insights into this important
Bronze Age society.

Politics of Mourning in Early China, The
This book employs textual and archaeological material to reconstruct the various
features of daily life in ancient China.

The World of Thought in Ancient China
A thought-provoking book on archaeology of power, knowledge, social memory,
and the emergence of classical tradition in early China.

State Power in Ancient China and Rome
Looks at the daily life, beliefs, and artistic achievements of ancient China.

Ancient China
The Oxford Handbook on Early China brings 30 scholars together to cover early
China from the Neolithic through Warring States periods (ca 5000-500BCE). The
study is chronological and incorporates a multidisciplinary approach, covering
topics from archaeology, anthropology, art history, architecture, music, and
metallurgy, to literature, religion, paleography, cosmology, religion, prehistory, and
history.

Women in Early Imperial China
This ook redefines the bureaucracy of Ancient Chinese society during the Western
Zhou period. The analysis is based on inscriptions of royal edicts from the period
carved into bronze vessels. The inscriptions clarify the political and social
construction of the Western Zhou and the ways in which it exercised its authority.

Text and Ritual in Early China
'Early China' refers to the period from the beginning of human history in China to
the end of the Han Dynasty in AD 220. The roots of modern Chinese society and
culture are all to be found in this formative period of Chinese civilization. Li Feng's
new critical interpretation draws on the most recent scholarship and archaeological
discoveries from the past thirty years. This fluent and engaging overview of early
Chinese civilization explores key topics including the origins of the written
language, the rise of the state, the Shang and Zhou religions, bureaucracy, law and
governance, the evolving nature of war, the creation of empire, the changing
image of art, and the philosophical search for social order. Beautifully illustrated
with a wide range of new images, this book is essential reading for all those
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wanting to know more about the foundations of Chinese history and civilization.

Early China
This volume aims to satisfy a pressing need for an updated account of Chinese
archaeology. It covers an extended time period from the earliest peopling of China
to the unification of the Chinese Empire some two thousand years ago. The
geographical coverage includes the traditional focus on the Yellow River basin but
also covers China's many other regions. Among the topics covered are the
emergence of agricultural communities; the establishment of a sedentary way of
life; the development of sociopolitical complexity; advances in lithic technology,
ceramics, and metallurgy; and the appearance of writing, large-scale public works,
cities, and states. Particular emphasis is placed on the great cultural variations that
existed among the different regions and the development of interregional contacts
among those societies.

Exemplary Women of Early China
This book provides new insight into the creation of the Chinese empire by
examining the changing forms of permitted violence--warfare, hunting, sacrifice,
punishments, and vengeance. It analyzes the interlinked evolution of these violent
practices to reveal changes in the nature of political authority, in the basic units of
social organization, and in the fundamental commitments of the ruling elite. The
work offers a new interpretation of the changes that underlay the transformation of
the Chinese polity from a league of city states dominated by aristocratic lineages
to a unified, territorial state controlled by a supreme autocrat and his agents. In
addition, it shows how a new pattern of violence was rationalized and how the
Chinese of the period incorporated their ideas about violence into the myths and
proto-scientific theories that provided historical and natural prototypes for the
imperial state.

Bureaucracy and the State in Early China
Conventional wisdom has it that the concept of individualism was absent in early
China. In this uncommon study of the self and human agency in ancient China,
Erica Fox Brindley provides an important corrective to this view and persuasively
argues that an idea of individualism can be applied to the study of early Chinese
thought and politics with intriguing results. She introduces the development of
ideological and religious beliefs that link universal, cosmic authority to the
individual in ways that may be referred to as individualistic and illustrates how
these evolved alongside and potentially helped contribute to larger sociopolitical
changes of the time, such as the centralization of political authority and the growth
in the social mobility of the educated elite class. Starting with the writings of the
early Mohists (fourth century BCE), Brindley analyzes many of the major works
through the early second century BCE by Laozi, Mencius, Zhuangzi, Xunzi, and Han
Feizi, as well as anonymous authors of both received and excavated texts.
Changing notions of human agency affected prevailing attitudes toward the self as
individual—in particular, the onset of ideals that stressed the power and authority
of the individual, either as a conformist agent in relation to a larger whole or as an
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individualistic agent endowed with inalienable cosmic powers and authorities. She
goes on to show how distinctly internal (individualistic), external (institutionalized),
or mixed (syncretic) approaches to self-cultivation and state control emerged in
response to such ideals. In her exploration of the nature of early Chinese
individualism and the various theories for and against it, she reveals the ways in
which authors innovatively adapted new theories on individual power to the needs
of the burgeoning imperial state. With clarity and force, Individualism in Early
China illuminates the importance of the individual in Chinese culture. By focusing
on what is unique about early Chinese thinking on this topic, it gives readers a
means of understanding particular "Chinese" discussions of and respect for the
self.

Routledge Handbook of Early Chinese History
The Chinese and the Romans created the largest empires of the ancient world.
Separated by thousands of miles of steppe, mountains and sea, these powerful
states developed independently and with very limited awareness of each other's
existence. This parallel process of state formation served as a massive natural
experiment in social evolution that provides unique insight into the complexities of
historical causation. Comparisons between the two empires shed new light on the
factors that led to particular outcomes and help us understand similarities and
differences in ancient state formation. The explicitly comparative perspective
adopted in this volume opens up a dialogue between scholars from different areas
of specialization, encouraging them to address big questions about the nature of
imperial rule. In a series of interlocking case studies, leading experts of early China
and the ancient Mediterranean explore the relationship between rulers and elite
groups, the organization and funding of government, and the ways in which urban
development reflected the interplay between state power and communal civic
institutions.0Bureaucratization, famously associated with Qin and Han China but
long less prominent in the Roman world, receives special attention as an index of
the ambitions and capabilities of kings and emperors. The volume concludes with a
look at the preconditions for the emergence of divine rulership. Taken together,
these pioneering contributions lay the foundations for a systematic comparative
history of early empires.
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