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Poverty and Poverty Alleviation Strategies in North America
Social anxiety about poverty surfaces with startling frequency in American literature. Yet, as Gavin Jones argues, poverty
has been denied its due as a critical and ideological framework in its own right, despite recent interest in representations of
the lower classes and the marginalized. These insights lay the groundwork for American Hungers, in which Jones uncovers a
complex and controversial discourse on the poor that stretches from the antebellum era through the Depression. Reading
writers such as Herman Melville, Theodore Dreiser, Edith Wharton, James Agee, and Richard Wright in their historical
contexts, Jones explores why they succeeded where literary critics have fallen short. These authors acknowledged a poverty
that was as aesthetically and culturally significant as it was socially and materially real. They confronted the ideological
dilemmas of approaching poverty while giving language to the marginalized poor--the beggars, tramps, sharecroppers, and
factory workers who form a persistent segment of American society. Far from peripheral, poverty emerges at the center of
national debates about social justice, citizenship, and minority identity. And literature becomes a crucial tool to understand
an economic and cultural condition that is at once urgent and elusive because it cuts across the categories of race, gender,
and class by which we conventionally understand social difference. Combining social theory with literary analysis, American
Hungers masterfully brings poverty into the mainstream critical idiom.

Confronting Suburban Poverty in America
An excellent profile of middle-class psychology in America, its habits, expectations and frustrations.
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The American Way of Poverty
"This volume is an excellent overview of the dimensions and sources of American poverty. John Iceland combines statistical
data, theoretical arguments, and historical information in a book that is highly readable and will very likely become a
standard reference for students of poverty."—William Julius Wilson, author of When Work Disappears "In just a few short
pages, Iceland brings anyone--lay reader, student, professional researcher--up to speed on the major issues and debates
about poverty in America. With succinct and engaging prose, Poverty in America covers the gamut--from theoretical issues
to measurement to history to public policy--better than any other book out there right now."—Dalton Conley, author of
Honky "Must reading on a tough and important topic. With some answers that may surprise, Iceland sorts out competing
theories of why people are poor in the richest country in the world. His book should motivate every reader--policy maker,
researcher, citizen-- to think hard about what it means to be poor today and how our society can best reduce the hardship
and poverty still with us."—Constance F. Citro, National Research Council of the National Academies, Washington, D.C.

Food and Poverty
An award-winning professor of economics at MIT and a Harvard University political scientist and economist evaluate the
reasons that some nations are poor while others succeed, outlining provocative perspectives that support theories about
the importance of institutions.

Owning Up
An award-winning journalist traces her 2009 immersion into the national food system to explore issues about how workingclass Americans can afford to eat as they should, describing how she worked as a farm laborer, Wal-Mart grocery clerk and
Applebee's expediter while living within the means of each job. 25,000 first printing.

The Land of Too Much
Monica Prasad’s powerful demand-side hypothesis addresses three questions: Why does the United States have more
poverty than any other developed country? Why did it experience an attack on state intervention in the 1980s, known today
as the neoliberal revolution? And why did it recently suffer the greatest economic meltdown in seventy-five years?

Saving Our Children From Poverty
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Abramsky shows how poverty - a massive political scandal - is dramatically changing in the wake of the Great Recession.

American Hungers
What does it mean to be poor in Britain and America? For decades the primary narrative about poverty in both countries is
that it has been caused by personal flaws or ‘bad life decisions’ rather than policy choices or economic inequality. This
misleading account has become deeply embedded in the public consciousness with serious ramifications for how financially
vulnerable people are seen, spoken about and treated. Drawing on a two-year multi-platform initiative, this book by awardwinning journalist and author Mary O’Hara, asks how we can overturn this portrayal once and for all. Crucially, she turns to
the real experts to try to find answers – the people who live it.

Teaching with Poverty in Mind
It has been nearly a half century since President Lyndon Johnson declared war on poverty. Back in the 1960s tackling
poverty "in place" meant focusing resources in the inner city and in rural areas. The suburbs were seen as home to middleand upper-class families—affluent commuters and homeowners looking for good schools and safe communities in which to
raise their kids. But today's America is a very different place. Poverty is no longer just an urban or rural problem, but
increasingly a suburban one as well. In Confronting Suburban Poverty in America, Elizabeth Kneebone and Alan Berube take
on the new reality of metropolitan poverty and opportunity in America. After decades in which suburbs added poor
residents at a faster pace than cities, the 2000s marked a tipping point. Suburbia is now home to the largest and fastestgrowing poor population in the country and more than half of the metropolitan poor. However, the antipoverty
infrastructure built over the past several decades does not fit this rapidly changing geography. As Kneebone and Berube
cogently demonstrate, the solution no longer fits the problem. The spread of suburban poverty has many causes, including
shifts in affordable housing and jobs, population dynamics, immigration, and a struggling economy. The phenomenon raises
several daunting challenges, such as the need for more (and better) transportation options, services, and financial
resources. But necessity also produces opportunity—in this case, the opportunity to rethink and modernize services,
structures, and procedures so that they work in more scaled, cross-cutting, and resource-efficient ways to address
widespread need. This book embraces that opportunity. Kneebone and Berube paint a new picture of poverty in America as
well as the best ways to combat it. Confronting Suburban Poverty in America offers a series of workable recommendations
for public, private, and nonprofit leaders seeking to modernize poverty alleviation and community development strategies
and connect residents with economic opportunity. The authors highlight efforts in metro areas where local leaders are
learning how to do more with less and adjusting their approaches to address the metropolitan scale of poverty—for
example, integrating services and service delivery, collaborating across sectors and jurisdictions, and using data-driven and
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flexible funding strategies. "We believe the goal of public policy must be to provide all families with access to communities,
whether in cities or suburbs, that offer a high quality of life and solid platform for upward mobility over time. Understanding
the new reality of poverty in metropolitan America is a critical step toward realizing that goal."—from Chapter One

America’s Struggle against Poverty in the Twentieth Century
Food insecurity rates, which skyrocketed with the Great Recession, have yet to fall to pre-recession levels. Food pantries
are stretched thin, and states are imposing new restrictions on programs like SNAP that are preventing people from getting
crucial government assistance. At the same time, we see an increase in obesity that results from lack of access to healthy
foods. The poor face a daily choice between paying bills and paying for food.

The Insecure American
Despite the recent success of welfare reform in moving people off public assistance and into jobs, most of America's
working poor are still unable to accumulate even the most minimal of assets. Even when they are getting by, they lack
many of the resources—tangible and intangible—that provide middle-class Americans with a sense of security, stability, and
a stake in the future. In Owning Up, Michelle Miller-Adams demonstrates how asset-building programs, used in combination
with traditional income-based support, can be an effective means for helping millions of American out of poverty. MillerAdams expands the traditional concept of assets to encompass a range of tools, experiences, resources, and support
systems that are necessary if asset building is to serve as an effective anti-poverty strategy. She identifies four types of
assets that can represent sources of wealth for low-income individuals and communities: economic human social, and
natural assets. Economic assets include equity, retirement savings, and other financial holdings. Human assets include
education, knowledge, skills, and talents. Included among social assets are the networks of trust and reciprocity that bind
communities together. Natural assets include the land, water, air and other natural resources we depend on for survival.
Owning Up also examines five organizations at the forefront of building assets for the poor. Their stories are told through
the eyes of individuals whose lives they have helped transform. These organizations have all developed effective strategies
for building assets, and Miller-Adams identifies them as models to be emulated elsewhere. The profiled organizations
include: Neighborhoods Incorporated of Battle Creek, Michigan. Its innovative strategies seek to increase home ownership
and promote neighborhood revitalization in poor communities. The Watershed Research and Training Center. This local
organization strengthens the natural resource-based economy by retraining workers and strengthening social ties. The
Private Industry Partnership of Wildcat Service Corporation. Based in New York City, PIP trains former welfare recipients in
New York City for entry-level white collar jobs. Iowa's Institute for Social and Economic Development. This microenterprise
development organization is one of the largest U.S. based organizations training low-income entrepreneurs. The
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Corporation for Enterprise Development. CFED, a Washington, D.C.-based think tank that has been instrumental in showing
that poor people can and will save if given the opportunities and incentives for doing so. They have helped put Individual
Development Accounts on the national agenda.

Understanding Poverty
In this compulsively readable social history, political scientist Stephen Pimpare vividly describes poverty from the
perspective of poor and welfare-reliant Americans from the big city to the rural countryside. He focuses on how the poor
have created community, secured shelter, and found food and illuminates their battles for dignity and respect. Through
prodigious archival research and lucid analysis, Pimpare details the ways in which charity and aid for the poor have been
inseparable, more often than not, from the scorn and disapproval of those who would help them. In the rich and often
surprising historical testimonies he has collected from the poor in America, Pimpare overturns any simple conclusions about
how the poor see themselves or what it feels like to be poor—and he shows clearly that the poor are all too often aware that
charity comes with a price. It is that price that Pimpare eloquently questions in this book, reminding us through powerful
anecdotes, some heart-wrenching and some surprisingly humorous, that poverty is not simply a moral failure.

Confronting Poverty
One-in-seven adults and one-in-five children in the United States live in poverty. Individuals and families living in
povertyÊnot only lack basic, material necessities, but they are also disproportionally afflicted by many social and economic
challenges. Some of these challenges include the increased possibility of an unstable home situation, inadequate education
opportunities at all levels, and a high chance of crime and victimization. Given this growing social, economic, and political
concern, The Hamilton Project at Brookings asked academic experts to develop policy proposals confronting the various
challenges of AmericaÕs poorest citizens, and to introduce innovative approaches to addressing poverty.ÊWhen combined,
the scope and impact of these proposals has the potential to vastly improve the lives of the poor. The resulting 14 policy
memos are included in The Hamilton ProjectÕs Policies to Address Poverty in America. The main areas of focus include
promoting early childhood development, supporting disadvantaged youth, building worker skills, and improving safety net
and work support.

The American Way of Poverty
Originally published in hardcover in 2014 by G.P. Putnam's Sons.
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A People s History of Poverty in America
Poverty and Poverty Alleviation Strategies in North America is a dialogue about poverty in North America, especially in
Mexico and the United States. In this book, twelve poverty scholars in Mexico and the United States contribute to the
understanding of the roots of poverty and build knowledge about effective policy alleviation strategies.

Discipline and Indulgence
Since the September 11th, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center and Pentagon, traditional American foreign policy has
proven inadequate to 21st Century challenges of Islamic terrorism and globalization. In this ground-breaking analysis,
author James Kurth explains that the roots of America's current foreign policy crisis lie in contradictions of an American
empire which attempted to transform traditional American national interests promoted by Presidents like Teddy Roosevelt
and FDR into a new American-led global order that has unsucessfully attempted to promote supposedly universal, rather
than uniquely American, ideals. Kurth dates the creation of the American empire to the morning of September 2nd, 1945,
when General Douglas MacArthur, at the head of the representatives of the Allied Forces, received the surrender of the
representatives of the Empire of Japan. And so, the book begins, on its front cover, with a depiction of the moment when
the American Empire, and the "American Century," were born

Hillbilly Elegy
In 1955, the United States Information Agency published a lavishly illustrated booklet called My America. Assembled
ostensibly to document "the basic elements of a free dynamic society," the booklet emphasized cultural diversity, political
freedom, and social mobility and made no mention of McCarthyism or the Cold War. Though hyperbolic, My America was, as
Laura A. Belmonte shows, merely one of hundreds of pamphlets from this era written and distributed in an organized
attempt to forge a collective defense of the "American way of life." Selling the American Way examines the context,
content, and reception of U.S. propaganda during the early Cold War. Determined to protect democratic capitalism and
undercut communism, U.S. information experts defined the national interest not only in geopolitical, economic, and military
terms. Through radio shows, films, and publications, they also propagated a carefully constructed cultural narrative of
freedom, progress, and abundance as a means of protecting national security. Not simply a one-way look at propaganda as
it is produced, the book is a subtle investigation of how U.S. propaganda was received abroad and at home and how
criticism of it by Congress and successive presidential administrations contributed to its modification.

American Dreams in Mississippi
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This new edition of Patterson's widely used book carries the story of battles over poverty and social welfare through what
the author calls the "amazing 1990s," those years of extraordinary performance of the economy. He explores a range of
issues arising from the economic phenomenon--increasing inequality and demands for use of an improved poverty
definition. He focuses the story on the impact of the highly controversial welfare reform of 1996, passed by a Republican
Congress and signed by a Democratic President Clinton, despite the laments of anguished liberals.

The Poverty of Affluence
The early Cold War (1947–1964) was a time of optimism in America. Flushed with confidence by the Second World War,
many heralded the American Century and saw postwar affluence as proof that capitalism would solve want and poverty. Yet
this period also filled people with anxiety. Beyond the specter of nuclear annihilation, the consumerism and affluence of
capitalism’s success were seen as turning the sons of pioneers into couch potatoes. In Discipline and Indulgence, Jeffrey
Montez de Oca demonstrates how popular culture, especially college football, addressed capitalism’s contradictions by
integrating men into the economy of the Cold War as workers, warriors, and consumers. In the dawning television age,
college football provided a ritual and spectacle of the American way of life that anyone could participate in from the comfort
of his own home. College football formed an ethical space of patriotic pageantry where men could produce themselves as
citizens of the Cold War state. Based on a theoretically sophisticated analysis of Cold War media, Discipline and Indulgence
assesses the period’s institutional linkage of sport, higher education, media, and militarism and finds the connections of
contemporary sport media to today’s War on Terror.

Policies to Address Poverty in America
Recent research on inequality and poverty has shown that those born into low-income families, especially African
Americans, still have difficulty entering the middle class, in part because of the disadvantages they experience living in
more dangerous neighborhoods, going to inferior public schools, and persistent racial inequality. Coming of Age in the Other
America shows that despite overwhelming odds, some disadvantaged urban youth do achieve upward mobility. Drawing
from ten years of fieldwork with parents and children who resided in Baltimore public housing, sociologists Stefanie DeLuca,
Susan Clampet-Lundquist, and Kathryn Edin highlight the remarkable resiliency of some of the youth who hailed from the
nation’s poorest neighborhoods and show how the right public policies might help break the cycle of disadvantage. Coming
of Age in the Other America illuminates the profound effects of neighborhoods on impoverished families. The authors
conducted in-depth interviews and fieldwork with 150 young adults, and found that those who had been able to move to
better neighborhoods—either as part of the Moving to Opportunity program or by other means—achieved much higher
rates of high school completion and college enrollment than their parents. About half the youth surveyed reported being
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motivated by an “identity project”—or a strong passion such as music, art, or a dream job—to finish school and build a
career. Yet the authors also found troubling evidence that some of the most promising young adults often fell short of their
goals and remained mired in poverty. Factors such as neighborhood violence and family trauma put these youth on
expedited paths to adulthood, forcing them to shorten or end their schooling and find jobs much earlier than their middleclass counterparts. Weak labor markets and subpar postsecondary educational institutions, including exploitative for-profit
trade schools and under-funded community colleges, saddle some young adults with debt and trap them in low-wage jobs.
A third of the youth surveyed—particularly those who had not developed identity projects—were neither employed nor in
school. To address these barriers to success, the authors recommend initiatives that help transform poor neighborhoods
and provide institutional support for the identity projects that motivate youth to stay in school. They propose increased
regulation of for-profit schools and increased college resources for low-income high school students. Coming of Age in the
Other America presents a sensitive, nuanced account of how a generation of ambitious but underprivileged young
Baltimoreans has struggled to succeed. It both challenges long-held myths about inner-city youth and shows how the
process of “social reproduction”—where children end up stuck in the same place as their parents—is far from inevitable.

The Poverty Industry
Our sharpest and most original social critic goes "undercover" as an unskilled worker to reveal the dark side of American
prosperity. Millions of Americans work full time, year round, for poverty-level wages. In 1998, Barbara Ehrenreich decided to
join them. She was inspired in part by the rhetoric surrounding welfare reform, which promised that a job -- any job -- can
be the ticket to a better life. But how does anyone survive, let alone prosper, on $6 an hour? To find out, Ehrenreich left her
home, took the cheapest lodgings she could find, and accepted whatever jobs she was offered. Moving from Florida to
Maine to Minnesota, she worked as a waitress, a hotel maid, a cleaning woman, a nursing-home aide, and a Wal-Mart sales
clerk. She lived in trailer parks and crumbling residential motels. Very quickly, she discovered that no job is truly
"unskilled," that even the lowliest occupations require exhausting mental and muscular effort. She also learned that one job
is not enough; you need at least two if you int to live indoors. Nickel and Dimed reveals low-rent America in all its tenacity,
anxiety, and surprising generosity -- a land of Big Boxes, fast food, and a thousand desperate stratagems for survival. Read
it for the smoldering clarity of Ehrenreich's perspective and for a rare view of how "prosperity" looks from the bottom. You
will never see anything -- from a motel bathroom to a restaurant meal -- in quite the same way again.

Selling the American Way
“A competent, thorough assessment from a veteran expert in the field.” —KirkusReviews Income disparities in our wealthy
nation are wider than at any point since the Great Depression. The structure of today’s economy has stultified wage growth
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for half of America’s workers—with even worse results at the bottom and for people of color—while bestowing billions on
the few at the very top. In this “accessible and inspiring analysis”, lifelong anti-poverty advocate Peter Edelman assesses
how the United States can have such an outsized number of unemployed and working poor despite important policy gains.
He delves into what is happening to the people behind the statistics and takes a particular look at young people of color, for
whom the possibility of productive lives is too often lost on the way to adulthood (Angela Glover Blackwell). For anyone who
wants to understand one of the critical issues of twenty-first century America, So Rich, So Poor is “engaging and
informative” (William Julius Wilson) and “powerful and eloquent” (Wade Henderson).

The American Way of Life
Why is an unarmed young black woman who knocks on a stranger's front door to ask for help after her car breaks down
perceived to be so threatening that he shoots her dead? Why do we fear infrequent acts of terrorism more far more
common acts of violence? Why does a disease like Ebola, which killed only a handful of Americans, provoke panic, whereas
the flu--which kills tens of thousands each year--is dismissed with a yawn? Jumping at Shadows is Sasha Abramsky's searing
account of America's most dangerous epidemic: irrational fear. Taking readers on a dramatic journey through a divided
nation, where everything from immigration to disease, gun control to health care has become fodder for fearmongers and
conspiracists, he delivers an eye-popping analysis of our misconceptions about risk and threats. What emerges is a
shocking portrait of a political and cultural landscape that is, increasingly, defined by our worst fears and rampant anxieties.
Ultimately, Abramsky shows that how we calculate risk and deal with fear can teach us a great deal about ourselves,
exposing deeply ingrained strains of racism, classism, and xenophobia within our culture, as well as our growing
susceptibility to the toxic messages of demagogues.

Coming of Age in the Other America
Telling the full story of the American Way of Life (or more simply the American Way) in the United States over the course of
the last century reveals key insights that add to our understanding of American culture. Lawrence R. Samuel argues that
since the term was popularized in the 1930s, the American Way has served as the primary guiding mythology or national
ethos of the United States. More than that, however, this work shows that the American Way has represented many things
to many people, making the mythology a useful device for anyone wishing to promote a particular agenda that serves his or
her interests. A consumerist lifestyle supported by a system based in free enterprise has been the ideological backbone of
the American Way, but the term has been attached to everything from farming to baseball to barbecue. There really is no
single, identifiable American Way and never has been—it becomes clear after tracing its history—making it a kind of Zelig
of belief systems. If our underlying philosophy or set of values is amorphous and nebulous, then so is our national identity
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and character, Samuel concludes, implying that the meaning of America is elastic and accommodating to many
interpretations. This unique thesis sets off this work from other books and helps establish it as a seminal resource within the
fields of American history and American studies.

Evicted
Americans are feeling insecure. They are retreating to gated communities in record numbers, fearing for their jobs and their
401(k)s, nervous about their health insurance and their debt levels, worrying about terrorist attacks and immigrants. In this
innovative volume, editors Hugh Gusterson and Catherine Besteman gather essays from nineteen leading ethnographers to
create a unique portrait of an anxious country and to furnish valuable insights into the nation's possible future. With an
incisive foreword by Barbara Ehrenreich, the contributors draw on their deep knowledge of different facets of American life
to map the impact of the new economy, the "war on terror," the "war on drugs," racial resentments, a fraying safety net,
undocumented immigration, a health care system in crisis, and much more. In laying out a range of views on the forces that
unsettle us, The Insecure American demonstrates the singular power of an anthropological perspective for grasping the
impact of corporate profit on democratic life, charting the links between policy and vulnerability, and envisioning
alternatives to life as an insecure American.

Chasing the American Dream
Confronting Poverty proposes thoughtful reforms in employment and training, child support, health care, education,
welfare, immigration, and urban policies, all crafted from the successes, as well as the failures, of policies over the past
three decades.

Poverty in America
More than one in five American children live below the poverty line, a proportion that exceeds that of any other advanced
nation. Although large numbers of Western European children live with single or unemployed parents, or belong to
disadvantaged minorities, they are better shielded from severe deprivation by carefully designed public assistance
programs. Saving Our Children from Poverty describes one of the most successful European systems of assistance for
families, that of France, and through comparison with American programs offers a valuable guide to improving our own
safety net for children and reforming our dysfunctional welfare system. Saving Our Children from Poverty details the array
of benefits available to both high- and low-income families in France. Government-run nursery schools provide free, highquality care for almost all children between the ages of three and six. Children also receive guaranteed medical care under
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a national health insurance plan. The French system offers married couples most of the same benefits as single parents,
and creates strong incentives to seek and hold jobs rather than remain on welfare. A French single mother who chooses to
work still receives substantial income supplements, housing assistance, subsidized health care, and access to public child
care facilities. In stark contrast, her American counterpart loses most of her cash benefits if she takes a job and receives no
government assistance with child care. Because American policies focus disproportionately on aiding the poorest nonworking families, parents forced to rely on low-wage jobs are frequently left without the resources to provide their children
with an adequate standard of living. As the public debate on welfare reform continues to rage, ever more American children
fall into poverty. Why does the nation remain so unresponsive to their plight? Saving Our Children from Poverty probes the
American aversion to national assistance programs, citing the negative attitudes that have seeped into the current political
discourse. A lack of faith in the federal government's administrative abilities has bolstered a trend toward decentralization
of programs, as well as a growing resistance to taxation. Racial antipathies and a belief that financial support encourages
irresponsibility further undermine the development of programs for those in need. Saving Our Children from Poverty
illustrates what a nation no wealthier than ours can realistically accomplish and afford, and concludes with a viable
blueprint for successfully applying aspects of France's system to the United States.

White Trash
The winners of the Nobel Prize in Economics upend the most common assumptions about how economics works in this
gripping and disruptive portrait of how poor people actually live. Why do the poor borrow to save? Why do they miss out on
free life-saving immunizations, but pay for unnecessary drugs? In Poor Economics, Abhijit V. Banerjee and Esther Duflo, two
award-winning MIT professors, answer these questions based on years of field research from around the world. Called
"marvelous, rewarding" by the Wall Street Journal, the book offers a radical rethinking of the economics of poverty and an
intimate view of life on 99 cents a day. Poor Economics shows that creating a world without poverty begins with
understanding the daily decisions facing the poor.

The New American Suburb
Selected as A Notable Book of the Year by The New York Times Book Review Fifty years after Michael Harrington published
his groundbreaking book The Other America, in which he chronicled the lives of people excluded from the Age of Affluence,
poverty in America is back with a vengeance. It is made up of both the long-term chronically poor and new working
poor—the tens of millions of victims of a broken economy and an ever more dysfunctional political system. In many ways,
for the majority of Americans, financial insecurity has become the new norm. The American Way of Poverty shines a light on
this travesty. Sasha Abramsky brings the effects of economic inequality out of the shadows and, ultimately, suggests ways
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for moving toward a fairer and more equitable social contract. Exploring everything from housing policy to wage protections
and affordable higher education, Abramsky lays out a panoramic blueprint for a reinvigorated political process that, in turn,
will pave the way for a renewed War on Poverty. It is, Harrington believed, a moral outrage that in a country as wealthy as
America, so many people could be so poor. Written in the wake of the 2008 financial collapse, in an era of grotesque
economic extremes, The American Way of Poverty brings that same powerful indignation to the topic.

Jumping at Shadows
In spite of an unprecedented period of growth and prosperity, the poverty rate in the United States remains high relative to
the levels of the early 1970s and relative to those in many industrialized countries today. Understanding Poverty brings the
problem of poverty in America to the fore, focusing on its nature and extent at the dawn of the twenty-first century.

The Other America
The dreams of abundance, choice, and novelty that have fueled the growth of consumer culture in the United States would
seem to have little place in the history of Mississippi--a state long associated with poverty, inequality, and rural life. But as
Ted Ownby demonstrates in this innovative study, consumer goods and shopping have played important roles in the
development of class, race, and gender relations in Mississippi from the antebellum era to the present. After examining the
general and plantation stores of the nineteenth century, a period when shopping habits were stratified according to racial
and class hierarchies, Ownby traces the development of new types of stores and buying patterns in the twentieth century,
when women and African Americans began to wield new forms of economic power. Using sources as diverse as store
ledgers, blues lyrics, and the writings of William Faulkner, Eudora Welty, Richard Wright, and Will Percy, he illuminates the
changing relationships among race, rural life, and consumer goods and, in the process, offers a new way to understand the
connection between power and culture in the American South.

Nickel and Dimed
WINNER OF THE 2017 PULITZER PRIZE GENERAL NON-FICTION From Harvard sociologist and MacArthur "Genius" Matthew
Desmond, a landmark work of scholarship and reportage that will forever change the way we look at poverty in America In
this brilliant, heartbreaking book, Matthew Desmond takes us into the poorest neighborhoods of Milwaukee to tell the story
of eight families on the edge. Arleen is a single mother trying to raise her two sons on the $20 a month she has left after
paying for their rundown apartment. Scott is a gentle nurse consumed by a heroin addiction. Lamar, a man with no legs and
a neighborhood full of boys to look after, tries to work his way out of debt. Vanetta participates in a botched stickup after
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her hours are cut. All are spending almost everything they have on rent, and all have fallen behind. The fates of these
families are in the hands of two landlords: Sherrena Tarver, a former schoolteacher turned inner-city entrepreneur, and
Tobin Charney, who runs one of the worst trailer parks in Milwaukee. They loathe some of their tenants and are fond of
others, but as Sherrena puts it, “Love don’t pay the bills.” She moves to evict Arleen and her boys a few days before
Christmas. Even in the most desolate areas of American cities, evictions used to be rare. But today, most poor renting
families are spending more than half of their income on housing, and eviction has become ordinary, especially for single
mothers. In vivid, intimate prose, Desmond provides a ground-level view of one of the most urgent issues facing America
today. As we see families forced into shelters, squalid apartments, or more dangerous neighborhoods, we bear witness to
the human cost of America’s vast inequality—and to people’s determination and intelligence in the face of hardship. Based
on years of embedded fieldwork and painstakingly gathered data, this masterful book transforms our understanding of
extreme poverty and economic exploitation while providing fresh ideas for solving a devastating, uniquely American
problem. Its unforgettable scenes of hope and loss remind us of the centrality of home, without which nothing else is
possible. NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER | WINNER OF THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FOR NONFICTION |
WINNER OF THE PEN/JOHN KENNETH GALBRAITH AWARD FOR NONFICTION | WINNER OF THE ANDREW CARNEGIE MEDAL
FOR EXCELLENCE IN NONFICTION | FINALIST FOR THE LOS ANGELES TIMES BOOK PRIZE | NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR by The New York Times Book Review • The Boston Globe • The Washington Post • NPR • Entertainment
Weekly • The New Yorker • Bloomberg • Esquire • Buzzfeed • Fortune • San Francisco Chronicle • Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel • St. Louis Post-Dispatch • Politico • The Week • Bookpage • Kirkus Reviews • Amazon • Barnes and Noble Review
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The American Way of Eating
"A history of the class system in America from the colonial era to the present illuminates the crucial legacy of the
underprivileged white demographic, citing the pivotal contributions of lower-class white workers in wartime, social policy,
and the rise of the Republican Party"--NoveList.

Why Nations Fail
The shocking truth about how state governments and their private industry partners are profiting from the social programs
meant to support disadvantaged Americans Government aid doesn’t always go where it’s supposed to. Foster care agencies
team up with companies to take disability and survivor benefits from abused and neglected children. States and their
revenue consultants use illusory schemes to siphon Medicaid funds intended for children and the poor into general state
coffers. Child support payments for foster children and families on public assistance are converted into government
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revenue. And the poverty industry keeps expanding, leaving us with nursing homes and juvenile detention centers that
sedate residents to reduce costs and maximize profit, local governments buying nursing homes to take the facilities’ federal
aid while the elderly languish with poor care, and counties hiring companies to mine the poor for additional funds in modern
day debtor’s prisons. In The Poverty Industry, Daniel L. Hatcher shows us how state governments and their private industry
partners are profiting from the social safety net, turning America’s most vulnerable populations into sources of revenue.
The poverty industry is stealing billions in federal aid and other funds from impoverished families, abused and neglected
children, and the disabled and elderly poor. As policy experts across the political spectrum debate how to best structure
government assistance programs, a massive siphoning of the safety net is occurring behind the scenes. In the face of these
abuses of power, Hatcher offers a road map for reforms to realign the practices of human service agencies with their
intended purpose and to prevent the misuse of public taxpayer dollars. With more Americans than ever before seeking
unemployment benefits, it is essential to remedy the nefarious practices that will impede them from receiving the full
government support they are due. The Poverty Industry shows us the path to rectify this systemic inequality to ensure that
government aid truly gets to those in need.

Poor Economics
In Teaching with Poverty in Mind: What Being Poor Does to Kids' Brains and What Schools Can Do About It, veteran educator
and brain expert Eric Jensen takes an unflinching look at how poverty hurts children, families, and communities across the
United States and demonstrates how schools can improve the academic achievement and life readiness of economically
disadvantaged students. Jensen argues that although chronic exposure to poverty can result in detrimental changes to the
brain, the brain's very ability to adapt from experience means that poor children can also experience emotional, social, and
academic success. A brain that is susceptible to adverse environmental effects is equally susceptible to the positive effects
of rich, balanced learning environments and caring relationships that build students' resilience, self-esteem, and character.
Drawing from research, experience, and real school success stories, Teaching with Poverty in Mind reveals * What poverty
is and how it affects students in school; * What drives change both at the macro level (within schools and districts) and at
the micro level (inside a student's brain); * Effective strategies from those who have succeeded and ways to replicate those
best practices at your own school; and * How to engage the resources necessary to make change happen. Too often, we
talk about change while maintaining a culture of excuses. We can do better. Although no magic bullet can offset the grave
challenges faced daily by disadvantaged children, this timely resource shines a spotlight on what matters most, providing
an inspiring and practical guide for enriching the minds and lives of all your students.

Hand to Mouth
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Progressive-era "poverty warriors" cast poverty in America as a problem of unemployment, low wages, labor exploitation,
and political disfranchisement. In the 1990s, policy specialists made "dependency" the issue and crafted incentives to get
people off welfare. Poverty Knowledge gives the first comprehensive historical account of the thinking behind these very
different views of "the poverty problem," in a century-spanning inquiry into the politics, institutions, ideologies, and social
science that shaped poverty research and policy. Alice O'Connor chronicles a transformation in the study of poverty, from a
reform-minded inquiry into the political economy of industrial capitalism to a detached, highly technical analysis of the
demographic and behavioral characteristics of the poor. Along the way, she uncovers the origins of several controversial
concepts, including the "culture of poverty" and the "underclass." She shows how such notions emerged not only from
trends within the social sciences, but from the central preoccupations of twentieth-century American liberalism: economic
growth, the Cold War against communism, the changing fortunes of the welfare state, and the enduring racial divide. The
book details important changes in the politics and organization as well as the substance of poverty knowledge. Tracing the
genesis of a still-thriving poverty research industry from its roots in the War on Poverty, it demonstrates how research
agendas were subsequently influenced by an emerging obsession with welfare reform. Over the course of the twentieth
century, O'Connor shows, the study of poverty became more about altering individual behavior and less about addressing
structural inequality. The consequences of this steady narrowing of focus came to the fore in the 1990s, when the nation's
leading poverty experts helped to end "welfare as we know it." O'Connor shows just how far they had traveled from their
field's original aims.

So Rich, So Poor
The majority of Americans live in suburbs and until about a decade or so ago, most suburbs had been assumed to be nonHispanic White, affluent, and without problems. However, recent data have shown that there are changing trends among
U.S. suburbs. This book provides timely analyses of current suburban issues by utilizing recently published data from the
2010 Census and American Community Survey to address key themes including suburban poverty; racial and ethnic change
and suburban decline; suburban foreclosures; and suburban policy.

The Shame Game
THE #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER IS NOW A MAJOR-MOTION PICTURE DIRECTED BY RON HOWARD AND STARRING AMY
ADAMS, GLENN CLOSE, AND GABRIEL BASSO "You will not read a more important book about America this year."—The
Economist "A riveting book."—The Wall Street Journal "Essential reading."—David Brooks, New York Times Hillbilly Elegy is a
passionate and personal analysis of a culture in crisis—that of white working-class Americans. The disintegration of this
group, a process that has been slowly occurring now for more than forty years, has been reported with growing frequency
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and alarm, but has never before been written about as searingly from the inside. J. D. Vance tells the true story of what a
social, regional, and class decline feels like when you were born with it hung around your neck. The Vance family story
begins hopefully in postwar America. J. D.’s grandparents were “dirt poor and in love,” and moved north from Kentucky’s
Appalachia region to Ohio in the hopes of escaping the dreadful poverty around them. They raised a middle-class family,
and eventually one of their grandchildren would graduate from Yale Law School, a conventional marker of success in
achieving generational upward mobility. But as the family saga of Hillbilly Elegy plays out, we learn that J.D.'s grandparents,
aunt, uncle, sister, and, most of all, his mother struggled profoundly with the demands of their new middle-class life, never
fully escaping the legacy of abuse, alcoholism, poverty, and trauma so characteristic of their part of America. With piercing
honesty, Vance shows how he himself still carries around the demons of his chaotic family history. A deeply moving
memoir, with its share of humor and vividly colorful figures, Hillbilly Elegy is the story of how upward mobility really feels.
And it is an urgent and troubling meditation on the loss of the American dream for a large segment of this country.

The American Way of Empire
Presents the original report on poverty in America that led President Kennedy to initiate the federal poverty program

Poverty Knowledge
The United States has been epitomized as a land of opportunity, where hard work and skill can bring personal success and
economic well-being. The American Dream has captured the imagination of people from all walks of life, and to many, it
represents the heart and soul of the country. But there is another, darker side to the bargain that America strikes with its
people -- it is the price we pay for our individual pursuit of the American Dream. That price can be found in the economic
hardship present in the lives of millions of Americans. In Chasing the American Dream, leading social scientists Mark Robert
Rank, Thomas A. Hirschl, and Kirk A. Foster provide a new and innovative look into a curious dynamic -- the tension
between the promise of economic opportunities and rewards and the amount of turmoil that Americans encounter in their
quest for those rewards. The authors explore questions such as: -What percentage of Americans achieve affluence, and how
much income mobility do we actually have? -Are most Americans able to own a home, and at what age? -How is it that
nearly 80 percent of us will experience significant economic insecurity at some point between ages 25 and 60? -How can
access to the American Dream be increased? Combining personal interviews with dozens of Americans and a longitudinal
study covering 40 years of income data, the authors tell the story of the American Dream and reveal a number of surprises.
The risk of economic vulnerability has increased substantially over the past four decades, and the American Dream is
becoming harder to reach and harder to keep. Yet for most Americans, the Dream lies not in wealth, but in economic
security, pursuing one's passions, and looking toward the future. Chasing the American Dream provides us with a new
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understanding into the dynamics that shape our fortunes and a deeper insight into the importance of the American Dream
for the future of the country.
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