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The New Testament
Three decades ago, renowned literary expert Robert Alter radically expanded the
horizons of biblical scholarship by recasting the Bible as not only a human creation
but a work of literary art deserving studied criticism. In The Art of Biblical Poetry,
his companion to the seminal The Art of Biblical Narrative, Alter takes his analysis
beyond narrative craft to investigate the use of Hebrew poetry in the Bible.
Updated with a new preface, myriad revisions, and passages from Alter’s own
critically acclaimed biblical translations, The Art of Biblical Poetry is an
indispensable tool for understanding the Bible and its poetry.

The Verb in Archaic Biblical Poetry
Here is a convenient introduction to the unique aspects of interpreting the onethird of the Hebrew Bible that is in poetic form. Numerous are the occasions when
a failure to distinguish poetry from prose in the Old Testament has resulted in
flawed interpretation. Robert Lowth's Lectures on the Sacred Poetry of the Hebrews
(1753, 1787), marked a turning point of major proportions by focusing on the
importance of parallelism of lines. But new studies of the past decade now require
significant adjustments to Lowth's analyses. Interpreting Hebrew Poetry offers an
authoritative introduction to this discussion of parallelism, meter and rhythm, and
poetic style. It also provides by way of example a poetic analysis of Deuteronomy
32, Isaiah 5:1-7, and Psalm 1.

The Five Books of Moses: A Translation with Commentary
This fifth volume in the Foundations of Contemporary Interpretation series is an
exploration of both the historical nature of the Bible and the character of biblical
history writing. In view of recent trends in biblical studies, the age-old question of
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the relationship between history and faith must again take center stage in
hermeneutical discussion. The Art of Biblical History seeks to address basic
questions that all Bible readers might ask: Is the Bible a history book? What do we
mean by "history" anyway? In what sense is biblical historicity important for faith?
Are there guidelines for discovering what historical truth claims a particular
passage may be making? The discussions take account of both current thinking
among biblical scholars and the best insights of secular historians. The result is an
attempt to describe biblical history writing as a kind of representational art and to
commend a hermeneutical approach that does justice not merely to the historical
or literary or theological character of the Bible, but to all three at once.

A Companion to Job in the Middle Ages
Cantos and Strophes in Biblical Hebrew Poetry III
This is a modern paraphrase of chapters from various books of the Hebrew Bible
(Psalms, Job, Ecclesiastes, Isaiah, Jonah, etc.) and Apocrypha (Judith and
Maccabees).

Inner Biblical Allusion in the Poetry of Wisdom and Psalms
From the Psalms to the Prophets, from job to Ecclesiastes, much of the Bible is
written in poetry. The poems of the Bible include some of its best known and most
beloved passages: "The Lord is my shepherd," "Let justice roll down like waters,"
"By the rivers of Babylon," "Remember your Creator," "Arise, shine, for thy light is
come!" These poems live in the hearts of those who are familiar with the Bible and
offer rich rewards to anyone who is approaching the world's greatest book for the
first time. In The Great Poems of the Bible, Harvard scholar James Kugel presents
original translations of the most beautiful and important poems of the Scripture.
Taken together, these poems represent the very essence of the Hebrew Bible.
Reading them one after another is like taking a guided tour through Scripture,
meeting firsthand some of its most important teachings and opening the way to an
understanding of the Bible as a whole. Each poem is accompanied by an eloquent
and accessible explanation of the poem's language, and a reflection on its
meaning. These learned, compact essays introduce readers to the broader spiritual
world of ancient Israel. What did people in biblical times believe about God? Where
is a person's soul located and what does it do? Is there an afterlife? How does one
come to "know" God? Why wasn't Eve meant to be Adam's "helpmate" (Kugel
shows how this was just a translator's slip-up), and what does the Bible have to say
about the role of women? Kugel's sparkling translations of the poems, together
with the fascinating insights that accompany them, distill the very best that the
Bible and modern scholarship have to offer. Kugel brings new life to some of
history's greatest poems, and offers a new look at a Bible we thought we already
knew. Here, in one volume, is a "Bible's bible" that belongs in every home.

The Art of Biblical Poetry
From the recipient of the National Jewish Book Award for Lifetime Achievement, a
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"hugely entertaining and irreverent" (Adam Gopnik, New Yorker) account of the art
of translating the Hebrew Bible into English In this brief book, award-winning
biblical translator Robert Alter offers a personal and passionate account of what he
learned about the art of Bible translation during the two decades he spent
completing his own English version of the Hebrew Bible. Showing why the Bible
and its meaning can be brought to life in English only by re-creating the subtle and
powerful literary style of the original text, Alter discusses the principal aspects of
biblical Hebrew that any translator should try to reproduce: word choice, syntax,
word play and sound play, rhythm, and dialogue. In the process, he provides an
illuminating and accessible introduction to biblical style that also offers insights
about the art of translation far beyond the Bible.

Ecclesiastes
The Angel in the House: The betrothal
A Companion to Job in the Middle Ages provides a thorough introduction to the
wide range of interpretations of Job produced in the medieval Christian West, from
those in exegetical and theological works to those in poetry and art.

The Art of Bible Translation
The contributors to this volume discuss not merely the theoretical aspects of the
phenomenon of inner biblical allusion but rather provide practical examples of
scholars working with specific texts within the wisdom and psalms corpora in order
to showcase the function of this phenomenon within poetic texts. Closing
responses from senior scholars (David Clines and John Goldingay) provide a critical
engagement and mature reflection on the contributions.

Biblical Poetry and the Art of Close Reading
Explores the aesthetic dimensions of biblical poetry, offering close readings of
poems across the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament.

The Hebrew Bible: A Translation with Commentary (Vol. ThreeVolume Set)
The Verb in Archaic Biblical Poetry by Tania Notarius suggests a discursive, formal,
and historical-linguistic analysis of the tense system in the corpus of “archaic”
biblical poetry.

The Poetics of Biblical Narrative
Almost 75 percent of the Old Testament is made up of poetic passages, yet for
many readers (lay Christians, even seminary students and pastors), biblical poetic
passages remain the greatest challenge. Being unfamiliar with poetry in general
and biblical poetry in particular, their reading and preaching are limited to selected
poetic passages. This in turn limits their understanding of God’s word. To help
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readers overcome these problems, the first four chapters of this book aim to get
them familiarized with the literary techniques of biblical poets. To demonstrate
how the techniques work to bring across the biblical theological message, the last
three chapters offer poetic analyses of three passages of different kinds. In the
process, we hope to draw attention to the beauty of the Hebrew poetic art and to
the creative skill of biblical poets’ versification. The ultimate aim, however, is to
help readers discover the rich message of the Bible.

The Basics of Hebrew Poetry
Meir Sternberg’s classic study is “an important book for those who seek to take the
Bible seriously as a literary work.” (Adele Berlin, Prooftexts) In “a book to read and
then reread” (Modern Language Review), Meir Sternberg “has accomplished an
enormous task, enriching our understanding of the theoretical basis of Biblical
narrative and giving us insight into a remarkable number of particular texts.”
(Journal of the American Academy of Religion). The result is a “a brilliant work”
(Choice) distinguished “both for his comprehensiveness and for the clearly-avowed
faith stance from which he understands and interprets the strategies of the biblical
narratives.” (Theological Studies). The Poetics of Biblical Narrative shows, in Adele
Berlin’s words, “more clearly and emphatically than any book I know, that the Bible
is a serious literary work―a text manifesting a highly sophisticated and successful
narrative poetics.”

The Art of The Saint John's Bible
The story of how each age understood the nature biblical poetry, Kugel concludes,
is a key to understanding the Bible's place in the history of Western thought.

Reading Biblical Poetry
Narrative Art and Poetry in the Books of Samuel is the vast undertaking to interpret
all the material in Samuel. Everything that the text has to offer can only be
understood and appreciated to the full, and its interpretation can only lay claim to
full validity by means of an integral view. Therefore the author has developed a
textual model which regards and covers the composition of the Samuel books as a
hierarchy of twelve levels. This volume bridges the gap between volume I and II.
Throne and City carries on the work according to the principles of a sound and
independent narratology. It differentiates II Sam. 2-5:5 (Act IX) and 5:6-18 (Act X)
as the two final phases of David's long march to pow

Poetics and Interpretation of Biblical Narrative
Central to understanding the prophecy and prayer of the Hebrew Bible are the
unspoken assumptions that shaped them—their genres. Modern scholars describe
these works as “poetry,” but there was no corresponding ancient Hebrew term or
concept. Scholars also typically assume it began as “oral literature,” a concept
based more in evolutionist assumptions than evidence. Is biblical poetry a purely
modern fiction, or is there a more fundamental reason why its definition escapes
us? Beyond Orality: Biblical Poetry on its Own Terms changes the debate by
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showing how biblical poetry has worked as a mirror, reflecting each era’s own selfimage of verbal art. Yet Vayntrub also shows that this problem is rooted in a crucial
pattern within the Bible itself: the texts we recognize as “poetry” are framed as
powerful and ancient verbal performances, dramatic speeches from the past. The
Bible’s creators presented what we call poetry in terms of their own image of the
ancient and the oral, and understanding their native theories of Hebrew verbal art
gives us a new basis to rethink our own.

The Book of Psalms: A Translation with Commentary
A companion to Reading Biblical Narrative provides a holistic introduction to
biblical poetry, offering literary examples of how the poets of the bible created
their works. Original.

The Art of Biblical Poetry
Formal and thematic devices demonstrate that Hebrew poetry is composed of a
consistent pattern of cantos (stanzas) and strophes. The formal devices include
quantitative balance on the level of cantos in terms of the number of verselines,
verbal repetitions and transition markers.

The Art of Biblical History
This collection of essays offers an inquiry into the complex interaction between
exegesis and poetry that characterized medieval and early modern Karaite and
Rabbanite treatment of the Bible in the Islamic world, the Byzantine Empire, and
Christian Europe.

Poetry with a Purpose
Interpreting Hebrew Poetry
Poetics, the 'science' of literature, makes us aware of how texts achieve their
meaning. Poetics aids interpretation. If we know how texts mean, we are in a
better position to discover what a particular text means. This is a book that offers
fundamental guidelines for the sensitive reading and understanding of biblical
stories.

The World Of Biblical Literature
Uniquely considering the characteristics of biblical Hebrew poetry beyond its
currently best known feature, parallelism,On Biblical Poetry demonstrates the
many interesting and valuable interpretations that yield from analyses of major
facets of biblical verse, as well as careful attention to prosody--rhythm, lineation,
and the like--and close reading. Through a series of programmatic essays, F.W.
Dobbs-Allsopp argues that biblical poetry is, in most respects, just like any other
verse tradition--and thus biblical poems should be read and interpreted like other
poems. Using the same critical tools and kinds of guiding assumptions as
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traditional verse scholarship, this book also considers the historicity and cultural
specificity that distinguishes the verse of the Bible. The literary and the historical,
then, are in view throughout. Issues of orality, textuality, and literacy at the site of
biblical poems are also probed extensively and there is a strong comparative
orientation to much of the thinking in the volume.

Reading Biblical Poetry
The Psalms are the most-read part of the Old Testament, but their importance for
ethics has often been overlooked. However, the Psalms offer some of the most
potent ethical instruction in the Bible. In this book internationally renowned Old
Testament scholar Gordon Wenham examines the source of the Psalms' power,
reflects on their main ethical themes, and shows how they function as prayers that
change us. Wenham makes an important contribution to biblical scholarship and
breaks new ground in discussions of Old Testament ethics, yet he writes
accessibly, making this book invaluable for students, scholars, and pastors.

The Great Poems of the Bible
A companion to Reading Biblical Narrative provides a holistic introduction to
biblical poetry, offering literary examples of how the poets of the bible created
their works. Original.

Pottery, Poetry, and Prophecy
This is an enormously instructive and practical hands-on introduction for students
of the Bible as literature, by one of the world’s leading exponents of Hebrew
narrative technique. Issues covered include: introduction to the art of reading, the
narrator and his characters, narrative structure, narrative devices.

Reading Biblical Narrative
From the time that pages of The Saint John's Bible began touring in major
exhibitions nearly a decade ago, people have been moved, captivated, and
inspired by this stunning work of modern sacred art. But they often have questions
about the illuminations that are scattered throughout the Bible, especially as they
first become familiar with it. Why was a certain Scripture passage chosen for
illumination rather than another? What materials and source imagery are behind
the illuminations? The Art of The Saint John's Bible provides answers to these
important questions and many others. Initially published in a series of three
volumes, each book has now been revised by the author and included together in
this helpful single volume. SinceThe Saint John's Bible is now complete, Susan Sink
makes connections between recurring images and motifs throughout the work and
reflects on the images with a view to the whole. Her book promises to intensify and
expand the experience of all who come in contact with The Saint John's Bible.

Art Of Biblical Poetry
The publication of the King James version of the Bible, translated between 1603
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and 1611, coincided with an extraordinary flowering of English literature and is
universally acknowledged as the greatest influence on English-language literature
in history. Now, world-class literary writers introduce the book of the King James
Bible in a series of beautifully designed, small-format volumes. The introducers'
passionate, provocative, and personal engagements with the spirituality and the
language of the text make the Bible come alive as a stunning work of literature
and remind us of its overwhelming contemporary relevance.

Classical Hebrew Poetry
Honored as a "Best Book of 2014" by Library Journal NPR.org writes: “In his second
collection, The New Testament, Brown treats disease and love and lust between
men, with a gentle touch, returning again and again to the stories of the Bible,
which confirm or dispute his vision of real life. 'Every last word is contagious,' he
writes, awake to all the implications of that phrase. There is plenty of
guilt—survivor’s guilt, sinner’s guilt—and ever-present death, but also the joy of
survival and sin. And not everyone has the chutzpah to rewrite The Good
Book.”—NPR.org "Erotic and grief-stricken, ministerial and playful, Brown offers his
reader a journey unlike any other in contemporary poetry."—Rain Taxi "To read
Jericho Brown's poems is to encounter devastating genius."—Claudia Rankine In
the world of Jericho Brown's second book, disease runs through the body, violence
runs through the neighborhood, memories run through the mind, trauma runs
through generations. Almost eerily quiet in even the bluntest of poems, Brown
gives us the ache of a throat that has yet to say the hardest thing—and the truth is
coming on fast. Fairy Tale Say the shame I see inching like steam Along the streets
will never seep Beneath the doors of this bedroom, And if it does, if we dare to
breathe, Tell me that though the world ends us, Lover, it cannot end our love Of
narrative. Don’t you have a story For me?—like the one you tell With fingers over
my lips to keep me From sighing when—before the queen Is kidnapped—the prince
bows To the enemy, handing over the horn Of his favorite unicorn like those men
Brought, bought, and whipped until They accepted their masters’ names. Jericho
Brown worked as the speechwriter for the mayor of New Orleans before earning his
PhD in creative writing and literature from the University of Houston. His first book,
PLEASE (New Issues), won the American Book Award. He currently teaches at
Emory University and lives in Atlanta, Georgia.

The Idea of Biblical Poetry
From celebrated translator of the Hebrew Bible Robert Alter, the classic study of
the Bible as literature, a winner of the National Jewish Book Award. Renowned critic
and translator Robert Alter's The Art of Biblical Narrative has radically expanded
our view of the Bible by recasting it as a work of literary art deserving studied
criticism. In this seminal work, Alter describes how the Hebrew Bible's many
authors used innovative literary styles and devices such as parallelism, contrastive
dialogue, and narrative tempo to tell one of the most revolutionary stories of all
time: the revelation of a single God. In so doing, Alter shows, these writers
reshaped not only history, but also the art of storytelling itself.

A Poet's Bible
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Discusses the implications involved in studying the Bible as a literary text,
comments on the new wave of literary biblical studies, and reexamines the verses
that have dictated an entire culture

The Literary Guide to the Bible
Analyzes the structure, functions, and metaphors of the poetry in Psalms, Job,
Proverbs, and other books of the Old Testament

Beyond Orality
A landmark event: the complete Hebrew Bible in the award-winning translation
that delivers the stunning literary power of the original. A masterpiece of deep
learning and fine sensibility, Robert Alter’s translation of the Hebrew Bible, now
complete, reanimates one of the formative works of our culture. Capturing its
brilliantly compact poetry and finely wrought, purposeful prose, Alter renews the
Old Testament as a source of literary power and spiritual inspiration. From the
family frictions of Genesis and King David’s flawed humanity to the serene wisdom
of Psalms and Job’s incendiary questioning of God’s ways, these magnificent works
of world literature resonate with a startling immediacy. Featuring Alter’s generous
commentary, which quietly alerts readers to the literary and historical dimensions
of the text, this is the definitive edition of the Hebrew Bible.

Lectures on the Sacred Poetry of the Hebrews
A commentated new translation of the Book of Psalms seeks to preserve and
convey its powerful message and musical rhythms while lending insight into the
text's obscurities, in a volume by the acclaimed translator of the Five Books of
Moses. 30,000 first printing.

Psalms as Torah (Studies in Theological Interpretation)
For years scholars of biblical poetry have defined parallelism as the simple
correspondence of one verse, phrase, or word with another. In this book, Adele
Berlin approaches biblical parallelism as a linguistic phenomenon, as a complex
interplay among all aspects of language. Her goal is to get at the basics of what
biblical parallelism is and how it works. Berlin's examination of the grammatical,
lexical, semantic, phonetic, structural, and psychological aspects of parallelism
yields an elegantly simple model that reveals the complex workings of this
phenomenon. Her book will be a valuable guide for both scholars and students of
biblical poetry.

The Dynamics of Biblical Parallelism
Analyzes the structure, functions, and metaphors of the poetry in Psalms, Job,
Proverbs, and other books of the Old Testament.

Narrative Art and Poetry in the Books of Samuel
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"A collection of articles and essays, practically all of which were published during
the 1970's."

The Art of Biblical Narrative
"A modern classic.Thrilling and constantly illuminating."—Michael Dirda,
Washington Post Book World Through a distinguished career of critical scholarship
and translation, Robert Alter has equipped us to read the Hebrew Bible as a
powerful, cohesive work of literature. In this landmark work, Alter's masterly
translation and probing commentary combine to give contemporary readers the
definitive edition of The Five Books. Winner of the PEN Center USA Literary Award
for Translation and the Koret Jewish Book Award for Translation, a Newsweek Top
15 Book, Los Angeles Times Favorite Book, and San Francisco Chronicle Best Book.

Exegesis and Poetry in Medieval Karaite and Rabbanite Texts
Offers guidance for reading and studying each book of the Old and New
Testament.

On Biblical Poetry
Do Old Testament poetry and narrative, wisdom-writing and prophecy work on us
in the same way as do nonbiblical literary texts? Competent readers over the
centuries have arrived at conflicting answers to this question. Some (from Longinus
on) have maintained that biblical books offer examples of supreme literary art;
others have passionately rejected this approach, insisting that beauty and pleasure
are not the Bible's business. Poetry with a Purpose argues that, paradoxically, both
views are right. Biblical poetics is marked by an unusual tension between aesthetic
and nonaesthetic (even anti-aesthetic) modes of discourse. To understand this
dialectic is to understand something quite fundamental about biblical texts and,
more particularly, about the nature of the contract that governs their reading. The
text summons the reader to respond to a familiar form but at the same instant
undermines that response, deconstructs that form. The book of Ester, for example,
displays the conventions of the Persian epic tradition, but its style is subtly
challenged by the text itself. Similarly, the book of Job might seem to conform to
the classical concept of tragedy but ultimately presents a uniquely biblical version
of the form. While the prophets use the language of myth, they will often explode
or "demythologize" their own language, affirming purposed at variance with the
world of myth. Harold Fisch applies his remarkably fruitful thesis to a number of
biblical texts and modes, among them biblical pastoral, the Song of Songs, Psalms,
Hosea, and Ecclesiastes. Equally at home in biblical studies and in general
literature and theory, the author has produced a highly original work of unusual
range and scholarship.
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