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A Stubborn Sweetness and Other Stories for the Christmas
Season
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt is publishing a monthly series of e-only essays to
correspond with Katherine Paterson’s two-year term as the National Ambassador
for Young People’s Literature. The subjects of the essays include: writing and
literature for young people, the wonder and imagination found within great books,
common questions novice writers ask, and Katherine’s own personal experiences
throughout her historic career.

Deep Water
Sing out, my soul, the wonder . . . Mary's baby has arrived, and she can’t contain
her joy! As Joseph sleeps, she examines her newborn’s tiny mouth, his wild hair,
his little hands. Yet what’s most wondrous is that this child is not just Mary’s own
but a gift that God has shared with everyone. Poetic text by Newbery Medalist
Katherine Paterson and striking images by Lisa Aisato reveal the intimacy of that
unforgettable night long ago, when the mother of Jesus was the first to welcome
him into a world he would change forever. The Night of His Birth is a Junior Library
Guild Selection. 2020 Moonbeam Children's Book Award Winner - Gold Medalist,
Holiday Category

The Night of His Birth
Eleven-year-old December knows everything about birds, and everything about
getting kicked out of foster homes. All she has of her biological mum is the book
she left behind, The Complete Guide to Birds, Volume One, and a photo with a
message: 'In flight is where you'll find me.' December knows she's truly a bird, just
waiting for the day she transforms and flies away to reunite with her mum. The
scar on her back must be where her wings have started to blossom – she just
needs to practise and to find the right tree. She has no choice; it's the only story
that makes sense. When she's placed with Eleanor, a new foster mum who runs a
taxidermy business and volunteers at a wildlife rescue, December begins to see
herself and what home means in a new light. But the story she tells herself about
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her past is what's kept December going this long, and she doesn't know if she can
let go of it even if changing her story might mean that she can finally find a place
where she belongs.

The Day of the Pelican
From two-time Newbery award-winning author Katherine Paterson. When Lyddie
and her younger brother are hired out as servants to help pay off their family
farm's debts, Lyddie is determined to find a way to reunite her family once again.
Hearing about all the money a girl can make working in the textile mills in Lowell,
Massachusetts, she makes her way there, only to find that her dreams of returning
home may never come true. Includes an all-new common core aligned educator's
guide. "Rich in historical detaila superb story of grit, determination, and personal
growth." —The Horn Book, starred review "Lyddie is full of life, full of lives, full of
reality." —The New York Times Book Review An ALA Notable Book An ALA Best
Book for Young Adults A Booklist Editor's Choice American Bookseller "Pick of the
Lists" School Library Journal Best Book Parents magazine Best Book

I Survived the Joplin Tornado, 2011 (I Survived #12)
From her childhood in China to the moment she won her first National Book Award,
literary icon Katherine Paterson shares the personal stories that inspired her
children’s books. Told with her trademark humor and heart, Paterson's tales reveal
details about her life from her childhood with missionary parents, to living as a
single woman in Japan, to raising four children in suburban Maryland with her
minister husband. Read about the origins of such familiar characters as Leslie
Burke and Janice Avery from Bridge to Terabithia, and go behind the scenes to the
moments Katherine found out she won her many awards. Filled with personal
photos and letters, this funny, heartwarming history from a legendary writer lets
fans in on the making of literary classics.

Banned Books
Who is she? A dying king makes his son his heir--on one condition. Vain Prince
Raphael must marry a woman who is his equal in beauty, intelligence, and wealth
Where is this woman? A search throughout the kingdom proves fruitless. Then the
lovely Rosamund appears at the palace, as if by magic, and Raphael is certain he
has found his wife. She is intelligent and wealthy, as well as beautiful--certainly his
equal, he thinks. But what does the mysterious Rosamund think? Two-time
Newbery Medalist Katherine Patersons critically-acclaimed original fairy tale about
an arrogant prince and his search for a bride is now available in a reformatted
chapter book edition. With beautiful new line art by Curtis Woodbridge, this
provocative story with a contemporary social message (The New York Times Book
Review) will become an instant classic for newly independent readers. An
entertaining and enchanting story.

The Invisible Child
Nine short stories by the award-winning author impart new meaning to the true
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spirit of Christmas and illuminate the familiar problems of modern-day life--fear,
loneliness, personal loss, alienation.

Pie
A Stubborn Sweetness and Other Stories for the Christmas Season is a collection of
modern-day short stories by Katherine Paterson, award-winning author of Bridge to
Terabithia and The Great Gilly Hopkins- both loved by children and adults for over
twenty years. This compilation includes stories of real-life people such as a
shopping mall's night watchman, a lonely widower, a pregnant teenage runaway, a
political prisoner in China, a grieving mother, and a privileged American, who have
forgotten the true meaning of Christmas because of loss, pain, greed or
circumstances. Through unexpected and uplifting ways, each is reminded of the
first Christmas story and the vision of hope and peace it offers the world. They
realize that even in the darkness, the light and song of Christmas can be seen and
heard. This heart-warming gift book, filled with stories of real people finding hope,
courage, and faith amidst life's circumstances, radiates the spirit of the season and
reminds each of us what Christmas truly means. Originally written to be read
during her church's Christmas Eve service, this collection of holiday stories is
perfect for individuals, families, and churches to read and share during the season.

A Guide for Using the Great Gilly Hopkins in the Classroom
2013 Laura Ingalls Wilder Award Rosa’s mother is singing again, for the first time
since Papa died in an accident in the mills. But instead of filling their cramped
tenement apartment with Italian lullabies, Mamma is out on the streets singing
union songs, and Rosa is terrified that her mother and older sister, Anna, are
endangering their lives by marching against the corrupt mill owners. After all,
didn’t Miss Finch tell the class that the strikers are nothing but rabble-rousers—an
uneducated, violent mob? Suppose Mamma and Anna are jailed or, worse, killed?
What will happen to Rosa and little Ricci? When Rosa is sent to Vermont with other
children to live with strangers until the strike is over, she fears she will never see
her family again. Then, on the train, a boy begs her to pretend that he is her
brother. Alone and far from home, she agrees to protect him . . . even though she
suspects that he is hiding some terrible secret. From a beloved, award-winning
author, here is a moving story based on real events surrounding an infamous 1912
strike.

Lyddie
Newbery Medal winner Katherine Paterson tells the story of Jimmy Jo, and 11-yearold country music singer. When Jimmy Jo's talent brings fame to his family, he
suddenly becomes a target for fans--and for a man who insists he's Jimmy Jo's real
father. "Paterson's talent for storytelling truly shines".--School Library Journal,
starred review.

Ereth's Birthday
A bit of magic, a sprinkling of adventure, and a whole lot of heart collide in All the
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Impossible Things, Lindsay Lackey's extraordinary middle-grade novel about a
young girl navigating the foster care system in search of where she belongs. "Wise
and wondrous, this is truly a novel to cherish.” —Katherine Applegate, New York
Times–bestselling author of Wishtree An Indies Introduce Selection Red’s
inexplicable power over the wind comes from her mother. Whenever Ruby “Red”
Byrd is scared or angry, the wind picks up. And being placed in foster care, moving
from family to family, tends to keep her skies stormy. Red knows she has to learn
to control it, but can’t figure out how. This time, the wind blows Red into the home
of the Grooves, a quirky couple who run a petting zoo, complete with a dancing
donkey and a giant tortoise. With their own curious gifts, Celine and Jackson
Groove seem to fit like a puzzle piece into Red’s heart. But just when Red starts to
settle into her new life, a fresh storm rolls in, one she knows all too well: her
mother. For so long, Red has longed to have her mom back in her life, and she’s
quickly swept up in the vortex of her mother’s chaos. Now Red must discover the
possible in the impossible if she wants to overcome her own tornadoes and find the
family she needs.

The Sweetest Spell
Emmeline Thistle, a dirt-scratcher's daughter, has escaped death twice-first, on the
night she was born, and second, on the day her entire village was swept away by
flood. Left with nothing and no one, Emmeline discovers her rare and mysterious
ability-she can churn milk into chocolate, a delicacy more precious than gold.
Suddenly, the most unwanted girl in Anglund finds herself desired by all. But
Emmeline only wants one-Owen Oak, a dairyman's son, whose slow smiles and
lingering glances once tempted her to believe she might someday be loved for
herself. But others will stop at nothing to use her gift for their own gains-no matter
what the cost to Emmeline. Magic and romance entwine in this fantastical world
where true love and chocolate conquer all.

Extraordinary Birds
The Master Puppeteer
When a dive off the coast of Alabama goes horribly wrong, twelve-year-old Julie
and one of her father's scuba clients struggle to survive after reaching an
abandoned oil rig.

The Same Stuff as Stars
Who is the man called Sabura, the mysterious bandit who robs the rich and helps
the poor? And what is his connection with Yosida, the harsh and ill- tempered
master of feudal Japan's most famous puppet theater? Young Jiro, an apprentice to
Yosida, is determined to find out, even at risk to his own life. Meamwhile, Jiro
devotes himself to learning puppetry. Kinshi, the puppet master's son, tutors him.
When his sheltered life at the theater is shattered by mobs of hungry, rioting
peasants, Jiro becomes aware of responsibilities greater that his craft. As he
schemes to help his friend Kinshi and to find his own parent, Jiro stumbles onto a
Page 4/11

Read Online The Great Gilly Hopkins Katherine Paterson
dangerous and powerful secret.

The Great Gilly Hopkins
Written by Newbery Medalist, National Book Award winner, and Laura Ingalls
Wilder Medal recipient Katherine Paterson Park can't figure out why his mother
refuses to talk about his father who died in Vietnam. Park has no memory of him.
But he is determined to find out the answers to his questions. When Park's search
finally takes him to his gradfather's farm in rural Virginia, he meets obstacles
beyond his imagining. Instead of being welcomed as the long lost heir, he is
taunted by a young Vietnamese girl. Who is she, and what is she doing on the
family farm? And will Park be able to accept the ultimate truth he has sought?

The Great Gilly Hopkins, by Katherine Paterson
Ansul was once a peaceful town filled with libraries, schools, and temples. But that
was long ago, and the conquerors of this coastal city consider reading and writing
to be acts punishable by death. And they believe the Oracle House, where the last
few undestroyed books are hidden, is seething with demons. But to seventeen-yearold Memer, the house is the only place where she feels truly safe. Then an Uplands
poet named Orrec and his wife, Gry, arrive, and everything in Memer's life begins
to change. Will she and the people of Ansul at last be brave enough to rebel
against their oppressors?

Preacher's Boy
With the same perception, wit, and generosity that characterize her fiction, a muchhonored writer shares her ideas about writing for children, as well as her passion
for reading, her spiritual faith, and her conviction that the imagination must be
nourished.

Stories of My Life
The fourth book in the beloved Poppy series by Newbery Medal–winning author Avi,
with illustrations from Caldecott Medal–winning artist Brian Floca, is available as an
ebook for the first time! Erethizon Dorsatum—better known as Ereth, the selfcentered, foul-tempered old porcupine—is having a birthday. And he fully expects
his best friend Poppy, a deer mouse, to help him celebrate in a grand manner. But
Poppy has gone off somewhere with her husband, Rye, and it appears she has
forgotten all about it. "Belching Beavers," says Ereth, "I am not angry!" (Though,
perhaps he is—and more than just a little.) Ereth knows his special occasion
deserves a special treat—even if he has to get it for himself. And what treat could
be more special than tasty salt? But the nearest salt is located deep in the forest,
in a cabin occupied by fur hunters, who have set out traps to capture the Dimwood
Forest animals. In one of the traps, Ereth finds Leaper the Fox—who, with her dying
breath, begs the prickly porcupine to take care of her three boisterous young kits,
Tumble, Nimble, and Flip. "Jellied walrus warts!" Ereth exclaims, but reluctantly
agrees. Certainly this day is not going as he planned—and it's only just the
beginning! Not only does Ereth suddenly have a rambunctious new family to take
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care of, but he's being stalked by Marty the Fisher, the one creature in Dimwood
Forest who can do him harm. And Bounder, the father of the three little foxes,
remembers all too well the nose full of quills he got a while back from the grumpy
old animal who now fancies himself the leader of the den. He too sets out to show
Ereth who's boss. Throw in an unexpected snowstorm, and all in all, it adds up to
one birthday Ereth the porcupine is never going to forget, not even if he lives to be
a hundred and twenty-two!

Who Am I?
Provides a framework for understanding censorship and the protections
guaranteed to us through the first amendment. Interpretations of the uniquely
American notion of freedom of expression -- and our freedom to read what we
choose -- are supplemented by straightforward, easily accessible information that
will inspire further exploration.

Bread and Roses, Too
Angel's dad is in jail and her mum's abandoned her and her little brother at their
great-grandmother's crumbling farmhouse. Grandma can't even look after herself,
let alone two children, so Angel finds that it's left up to her. In a dreary and lonely
world there is only one bright spot - amysterious stranger who appears on clear
nights to teach Angel all about the stars.* Katherine Paterson is an internationally
acclaimed author who has won the Newbery Medal (twice), the National Book
Award for Children's Literature (USA) twice, and the prestigious Hans Christian
Andersen Award

The King's Equal
A destructive force is about to hit the city of Joplin

My Brigadista Year
It is the year 1899 and a new century is fast approaching. Robbie Hewitt intends to
get in as much living as possible between now and the new year, but his antics
eventually entangle him in a dangerous scheme--one that holds the life of a man in
balance.

A Sense of Wonder
The remarkable Newbery-winning classic about a painful sibling rivalry, and one
sister’s struggle to make her own way. "Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated .
. ." With her grandmother's taunt, Louise knew that she, like the biblical Esau, was
the despised elder twin. Caroline, her selfish younger sister, was the one everyone
loved. Growing up on a tiny Chesapeake Bay island in the early 1940s, angry
Louise reveals how Caroline robbed her of everything: her hopes for schooling, her
friends, her mother, even her name. While everyone pampered Caroline, Wheeze
(her sister's name for her) began to learn the ways of the watermen and the
secrets of the island, especially of old Captain Wallace, who had mysteriously
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returned after fifty years. The war unexpectedly gave this independent girl a
chance to fulfill her childish dream to work as a watermen alongside her father. But
the dream did not satisfy the woman she was becoming. Alone and unsure, Louise
began to fight her way to a place where Caroline could not reach. Renowned
author Katherine Paterson here chooses a little-known area off the Maryland shore
as her setting for a fresh telling of the ancient story of an elder twin's lost
birthright.

Jacob Have I Loved
"Anyone familiar with children's literature knows the gifted pen of award-winning
Katherine Paterson. Sales of her books are in the millions, and the list of coveted
awards they have garnered - including two Newbery Medals, two National Book
Awards, and the Regina Medal - is remarkable." "A Sense of Wonder is a collection
of more than three dozen critical essays on reading and writing for children that
were originally published as two books, Gates of Excellence and The Spying Heart.
Combined for the first time in one volume with a new introduction, these writings
come from speeches Katherine Paterson has given all over the world, from her
book reviews, and from articles she has authored on her craft. Her trademark wit,
imagination, and perception are in full evidence; she reveals why she remembers
being kissed by Miss Maude Henderson, the last person ever kissed by General
Robert E. Lee; relates the heartbreaking source of her novel Bridge to Terabithia;
and describes her dismay at failing as a foster parent to two Cambodian boys. Most
of all, this extraordinary writer shares her ideas about writing for children, tells of
her passion for reading, and allows us to witness her talent. Teachers, writers,
students, parents, librarians - anyone who reads Katherine Paterson's essays - will
come away with an expanded vision and a sense of her deep respect for words,
ideas, literature, and people."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by
Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Jip
Puzzle Packs include a unit word list (characters names, symbols, etc.) and a
vocabulary word list with definitions. There are 4 crosswords, 4 word searches, 4
matching, 4 fill in the blank, 4 magic squares, 32 bingo cards for the unit words. All
of the above plus 4 vocabulary juggle letter worksheets and flash cards for the
vocabulary words.

Bridge to Terabithia
From the award-winning author of SO B. IT, a story about family, friendship,
andpie! When Alice's Aunt Polly, the Pie Queen of Ipswitch, passes away, she takes
with her the secret to her world-famous pie-crust recipe. Or does she? In her will,
Polly leaves the recipe to her extraordinarily fat, remarkably disagreeable cat,
Lardo . . . and then leaves Lardo in the care of Alice. Suddenly, the whole town is
wondering how you leave a recipe to a cat. Everyone wants to be the next big piecontest winner, and it's making them pie-crazy. It's up to Alice and her friend
Charlie to put the pieces together and discover the not-so-secret recipe for
happiness: Friendship. Family. And the pleasure of donig something for the right
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reason. With Pie, acclaimed author Sarah Weeks has baked up a sweet and
satisfying delight, as inviting as warm pie on a cold day. You'll enjoy every last
bite.

I Survived the San Francisco Earthquake, 1906 (I Survived #5)
A Michael L. Printz Honor Book Troy Billings is seventeen, 296 pounds, friendless,
utterly miserable, and about to step off a New York subway platform in front of an
oncoming train. Until he meets Curt MacCrae, an emaciated, semi-homeless, high
school dropout guitar genius, the stuff of which Lower East Side punk rock legends
are made. Never mind that Troy’s dad thinks Curt’s a drug addict and Troy’s
brother thinks Troy’s the biggest (literally) loser in Manhattan. Soon, Curt’s
recruited Troy as his new drummer—even though Troy can’t play the drums.
Together, Curt and Troy will change the world of punk, and Troy’s own life, forever.
"Troy's voice is candid, irreverent, realistic and humorous. [A] wonderful,
engrossing tale."—SLJ An ALA BBYA A BCCB Blue Ribbon Book A Booklist Editors'
Choice An SLJ Best Book of the Year A Miami Herald Best Book of the Year

All the Impossible Things
The terrifying details of the 1906 San Francisco earthquake jump off the page!Tenyear-old Leo loves being a newsboy in San Francisco -- not only does he get to
make some money to help his family, he's free to explore the amazing, hilly city as
it changes and grows with the new century. Horse-drawn carriages share the
streets with shiny new automobiles, new businesses and families move in every
day from everywhere, and anything seems possible.But early one spring morning,
everything changes. Leo's world is shaken -- literally -- and he finds himself
stranded in the middle of San Francisco as it crumbles and burns to the ground.
Does Leo have what it takes to survive this devastating disaster?The I SURVIVED
series continues with another thrilling story of a boy caught in one of history's most
terrifying disasters!

The Great Gilly Hopkins
This timeless Newbery Honor Book from bestselling author Katherine Paterson
about a wisecracking, ornary, completely unforgettable young heroine. Now a
feature film starring Kathy Bates, Glenn Close, and Octavia Spencer! Eleven-yearold Gilly has been stuck in more foster families than she can remember, and she's
hated them all. She has a reputation for being brash, brilliant, and completely
unmanageable, and that's the way she likes it. So when she's sent to live with the
Trotters—by far the strangest family yet—she knows it's only a temporary problem.
Gilly decides to put her sharp mind to work and get out of there fast. She's
determined to no longer be a foster kid. Before long she's devised an elaborate
scheme to get her real mother to come rescue her. Unfortunately, the plan doesn't
work out quite as she hoped it would

I Survived the Great Chicago Fire, 1871 (I Survived #11)
2013 Laura Ingalls Wilder Award Meli Lleshi is positive that her drawing of her
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teacher with his pelican nose started it all. The Lleshis are Albanians living in
Kosovo, a country trying to fight off Serbian oppressors, and suddenly they are
homeless refugees. Old and young alike, they find their courage tested by hunger,
illness, the long, arduous journey, and danger on every side. Then, unexpectedly,
they are brought to America by a church group and begin a new life in a small
Vermont town. The events of 9/11 bring more challenges for this Muslim
family--but this country is their home now and there can be no turning back.A
compassionate, powerful novel by a master storyteller.

Flip-flop Girl
An eleven-year-old foster child tries to cope with her longings and fears as she
schemes against everyone who tries to be friendly.

Fat Kid Rules the World
The 40th anniversary edition of the classic Newbery Medal-winning title by beloved
author Katherine Paterson, with brand-new bonus materials including an author's
note by Katherine herself and a foreword by New York Times bestselling author
Kate DiCamillo. Jess Aarons has been practicing all summer so he can be the
fastest runner in the fifth grade. And he almost is, until the new girl in school,
Leslie Burke, outpaces him. The two become fast friends and spend most days in
the woods behind Leslie's house, where they invent an enchanted land called
Terabithia. One morning, Leslie goes to Terabithia without Jess and a tragedy
occurs. It will take the love of his family and the strength that Leslie has given him
for Jess to be able to deal with his grief. Bridge to Terabithia was also named an
ALA Notable Children’s Book and has become a touchstone of children’s literature,
as have many of Katherine Paterson’s other novels, including The Great Gilly
Hopkins and Jacob Have I Loved.

Come Sing, Jimmy Jo
The author uses her own experiences and stories to help young people understand
God and the relevance of their Christian faith to everyday life.

Park's Quest
While living on a Vermont poor farm during 1855 and 1856, Jip learns his identity
and that of his mother and comes to understand how he arrived at this place.

Angels and Other Strangers
In an engrossing historical novel, the Newbery Medal-winning author of Bridge to
Terebithia follows a young Cuban teenager as she volunteers for Fidel Castro’s
national literacy campaign and travels into the impoverished countryside to teach
others how to read. When thirteen-year-old Lora tells her parents that she wants to
join Premier Castro’s army of young literacy teachers, her mother screeches to
high heaven, and her father roars like a lion. Nora has barely been outside of
Havana — why would she throw away her life in a remote shack with no electricity,
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sleeping on a hammock in somebody’s kitchen? But Nora is stubborn: didn’t her
parents teach her to share what she has with someone in need? Surprisingly,
Nora’s abuela takes her side, even as she makes Nora promise to come home if
things get too hard. But how will Nora know for sure when that time has come?
Shining light on a little-known moment in history, Katherine Paterson traces a
young teen’s coming-of-age journey from a sheltered life to a singular mission:
teaching fellow Cubans of all ages to read and write, while helping with the work of
their daily lives and sharing the dangers posed by counterrevolutionaries hiding in
the hills nearby. Inspired by true accounts, the novel includes an author’s note and
a timeline of Cuban history.

The Great Gilly Hopkins
Using the novel The Great Gilly Hopkins and lessons plans to coordinate activities
in the classroom.

Voices
Could an entire city really burn to the ground?

Read for Your Life #1
Set in rural Virginia, this story follows nine-year-old Vinnie and her problems of
adjustment to moving house and changing schools, following the death of her
father.

The Report Card
Nora Rose Rowley is a genius, but don't tell anyone. Nora's managed to make it to
the fifth grade without anyone figuring out that she's not just an ordinary kid, and
she wants to keep it that way. But then Nora gets fed up with the importance
everyone attaches to test scores and grades, and she purposely brings home a
terrible report card just to prove a point. Suddenly the attention she's successfully
avoided all her life is focused on her, and her secret is out. And that's when things
start to get really complicated.
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