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Scandals of Classic Hollywood
In Bright Boulevards, Bold Dreams, Donald Bogle tells–for the first time–the story of
a place both mythic and real: Black Hollywood. Spanning sixty years, this
deliciously entertaining history uncovers the audacious manner in which many
blacks made a place for themselves in an industry that originally had no place for
them. Through interviews and the personal recollections of Hollywood luminaries,
Bogle pieces together a remarkable history that remains largely obscure to this
day. We discover that Black Hollywood was a place distinct from the studio-systemdominated Tinseltown–a world unto itself, with unique rules and social hierarchy. It
had its own talent scouts and media, its own watering holes, elegant hotels, and
fashionable nightspots, and of course its own glamorous and brilliant personalities.
Along with famous actors including Bill “Bojangles” Robinson, Hattie McDaniel
(whose home was among Hollywood’s most exquisite), and, later, the stunningly
beautiful Lena Horne and the fabulously gifted Sammy Davis, Jr., we meet the likes
of heartthrob James Edwards, whose promising career was derailed by whispers of
an affair with Lana Turner, and the mysterious Madame Sul-Te-Wan, who shared a
close lifelong friendship with pioneering director D. W. Griffith. But Bogle also looks
at other members of the black community–from the white stars’ black servants,
who had their own money and prestige, to gossip columnists, hairstylists, and
architects–and at the world that grew up around them along Central Avenue, the
Harlem of the West. In the tradition of Hortense Powdermaker’s classic Hollywood:
The Dream Factory and Neal Gabler’s An Empire of Their Own, in Bright
Boulevards, Bold Dreams, Donald Bogle re-creates a vanished world that left an
indelible mark on Hollywood–and on all of America.

Artie Shaw, King of the Clarinet: His Life and Times
Over two decades in the making, Mabel Normand: A Source Book to Her Life and
Films (8th edition), although primarily a collection of contemporary magazine and
newspaper articles about silent film comedienne Mabel Normand, also includes a
short biography, essays on her film work, interviews with fellow actresses Minta
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Durfee Arbuckle and Anita Garvin, an appendix section specifically examining the
William Desmond Taylor case, comprehensive Filmography, Bibliography and
general index."This mammoth book is not a 'biography, ' although it is filled with
biographical material. As the title indicates, it is a 'source book to her life and films,
' and as such is far more valuable than any mere biography. Buy it, read it,
treasure it" Bruce Long, author of "William Desmond Taylor: A Dossier." "Mabel
Normand: A Source Book to Her Life and Films deserves wide readership. No
reference library should be without it. It is a gallant and eminently worthwhile
attempt to resurrect Mabel Normand to her rightful place in film history." Anthony
Slide, film critic and historian.

The Wars of the Roosevelts
Award-winning author William J. Mann blends fact and fiction in this unconventional
novel about the nature of celebrity The Biograph Girl is Florence Lawrence, who
gets her first big break in vaudeville as a tiny tot who can whistle like a man. By
1910 she’s a legendary movie star, pursued by thousands of rabid fans. Just a few
short decades later, she’s all but forgotten, reduced to walk-ons at MGM. In 1938
she kills herself by ingesting a lethal dose of ant paste. Fast-forward fifty-nine
years. A 107-year-old woman named Flo Bridgewood is discovered in a Catholic
nursing home in Buffalo. Could the feisty chain smoker with the red satin bow in
her hair be America’s former sweetheart? Florence Lawrence is dead . . . isn’t she?
And if not, then whose body is in her grave? That’s what journalist Richard
Sheehan wants to find out as he and his identical twin brother, Ben, a documentary
filmmaker, decide to cash in on a decades-old mystery. Sharing the stage is Flo
herself, whose story is the stuff of Hollywood fantasy. A provocative melding of fact
and fiction, The Biograph Girl is about what it means to be a celebrity—then and
now.

Lady Killers
Born Avram Isaac Arshawsky, Artie Shaw (as he later rebranded himself) grew up
in a poor Jewish family in New Haven. Determined to escape the bleak confines of
his home, Shaw struck out on his own as a teenager to devote himself to music.
Despite his lack of professional training, he became a jazz giant on the clarinet and
the leader of a major band whose dozens of hits (they are estimated to have sold
over 100 million records) became anthems for 'the greatest generation.' Shaw's
approach to music was highly idiosyncratic - and fiercely competitive - to say the
least. Shaw's boundary-breaking approach didn't only apply to music; in a time
when racial barriers were strictly enforced, he brought black musicians into his
band. When it came to women, Shaw was no less dismissive of societal rules. The
handsome Shaw had seven wives - including Lana Turner and Ava Gardner - and a
string of affairs with high-profile women such as Joan Crawford, Lena Horne, and
Rita Hayworth. Always interested in literature and writing, Shaw retired from music
in 1954 at the height of his powers to devote himself to the publication of his
autobiography and novels. To this day, however, he remains best known for his
dazzling abilities on the clarinet and his lasting contributions to music, which were
finally honored when the NEA anointed him a jazz master just days before his 2004
death.
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True Hollywood Noir
Since 1929, Hollywood's brightest stars have flocked to the Chateau Marmont as if
it were a second home. An apartment building-turned-hotel, the Chateau has been
the backdrop for generations of gossip and folklore: where director Nicholas Ray
slept with his sixteen-year-old Rebel Without a Cause star Natalie Wood; Jim
Morrison swung from the balconies; John Belushi suffered a fatal overdose; and
Lindsay Lohan got the boot after racking up nearly $50,000 in charges in less than
two months. But despite its mythic reputation, much of what has happened inside
the Chateau's walls has eluded the public eye--until now. With wit and insight,
Shawn Levy recounts the wild revelries and scandalous liaisons, the creative
breakthroughs and marital breakdowns, the births and deaths to which the hotel
has been a party. Vivid, salacious, and richly informed, The Castle on Sunset is a
glittering tribute to Hollywood as seen from inside the walls of its most hallowed
hotel.

City of Nets
"Offers a great deal of insight, understanding, and appreciation to one of cinema’s
most significant pioneers. Lefler’s book is deep, enlightening, informative, and
fulfilling. One of the finest books ever written on an actor or filmmakermost
passionately recommended"--Examiner; "very welcome[this book] has set a new
standard"--Silent-ology. American silent film star Mabel Normand (1892-1930)
appeared in a string of popular movies opposite the likes of Charlie Chaplin and
Fatty Arbuckle during the 1910s and 1920s, before dying of tuberculosis at age 37.
Her brief but remarkable career, which included director and writer credits as well
as heading her own studio and production company, was marred by scandal--police
connected her to the unsolved 1922 murder of director William Desmond
Taylor--that defined her legacy. This book highlights Normand's substantial yet
long overlooked contributions to film history and popular culture, tracing her life
from humble beginnings on Staten Island to the heights of world superstardom.

All American Boy
On a chilly Monday morning in 1935, a young maid opened the garage door of a
Southern California seaside villa onto a grim scene. Her employer, a popular
motion picture comedienne, lay dead in the front seat of her expensive
automobile. Within hours, the news of Thelma Todd's death was making headlines
throughout the nation. Was it murder, suicide, or accident? Cast against the
background of Hollywood and Los Angeles, the film industry and the growing
metropolis, her death baffled both the public and the investigating authorities.
After numerous attempts to solve the mystery over the last eighty years, a
powerful myth remains, obscuring the facts of the case as well as the character of
Thelma herself. For the first time, however, the mystery of Thelma Todd's death
will unfold as it originally did in 1935. Not only does Testimony of a Death narrate
the events of that December but it also explores the forces and personalities
central to the tragedy. The book examines the various contexts of Todd's death,
including the motion picture business in its Golden Age and the city of Los Angeles
hovering on the verge of its greatness. It looks beyond the legends and distortions
Page 3/15

Access Free Tinseltown Murder Morphine And Madness At The Dawn Of
Hollywood
to the darker reality that lies beneath the myths.

How to Be a Movie Star
As best-selling author Jeff O'Brien and his partner Lloyd prepare to get married and
adopt Jeff's ten-year-old nephew, their best friend Henry, an escort-turned-erotic
energy worker who longs for what they have, gets involved with a seductive young
man who is not what he seems. Reprint.

Hollywood Myths
Gossip meets history—a compulsively readable collection of Hollywood's most
notorious clashes and controversies in the spirit of Hollywood Babylon Believe it or
not, America's fascination with celebrity culture was thriving well before the days
of TMZ, Perez Hilton, Charlie Sheen's breakdown and allegations against Woody
Allen. And the stars of yesteryear? They weren’t always the saints that we make
them out to be. BuzzFeed columnist Anne Helen Petersen is here to set the record
straight with Scandals of Classic Hollywood. Pulling little-known gems from the
archives of film history, Petersen reveals eyebrow-raising information, including:
The smear campaign against the original It Girl, Clara Bow, started by her best
friend The heartbreaking story of Montgomery Clift’s rapid rise to fame, the car
accident that destroyed his face, and the “long suicide” that followed Fatty
Arbuckle's descent from Hollywood royalty, fueled by allegations of a boozy orgy
turned violent assault Why Mae West was arrested and jailed for "indecency
charges" And much more Part biography, part cultural history, these stories cover
the stuff that films are made of: love, sex, drugs, illegitimate children, illicit affairs,
and botched cover-ups. But it's not all just tawdry gossip in the pages of this book.
The stories are all contextualized within the boundaries of film, cultural, political,
and gender history, making for a read that will inform as it entertains. Based on
Petersen's popular column on the Hairpin, but featuring 100% new content,
Scandals of Classic Hollywood is sensationalism made smart.

The Men from the Boys
Based on new and revelatory material from Brando’s own private archives, an
award-winning film biographer presents a deeply-textured, ambitious, and
definitive portrait of the greatest movie actor of the twentieth century, the elusive
Marlon Brando, bringing his extraordinarily complex life into view as never before.
The most influential movie actor of his era, Marlon Brando changed the way other
actors perceived their craft. His approach was natural, honest, and deeply
personal, resulting in performances—most notably in A Streetcar Named Desire
and On the Waterfront—that are without parallel. Brando was heralded as the
American Hamlet—the Yank who surpassed British stage royalty Laurence Olivier,
John Gielgud, and Ralph Richardson as the standard of greatness in the midtwentieth century. Brando’s impact on American culture matches his professional
significance; he both challenged and codified our ideas of masculinity and
sexuality. Brando was also one of the first stars to use his fame as a platform to
address social, political, and moral issues, courageously calling out America’s
deeply rooted racism. William Mann’s brilliant biography of the Hollywood legend
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illuminates this culture icon for a new age. Mann astutely argues that Brando was
not only a great actor but also a cultural soothsayer, a Cassandra warning us about
the challenges to come. Brando’s admonitions against the monetization of nearly
every aspect of the culture were prescient. His public protests against racial
segregation and discrimination at the height of the Civil Rights movement—getting
himself arrested at least once—were criticized as being needlessly provocative. Yet
those actions of fifty years ago have become a model many actors follow today.
Psychologically astute and masterfully researched, based on new and revelatory
material, The Contender explores the star and the man in full, including the
childhood traumas that reverberated through his professional and personal life. It
is a dazzling biography of our nation’s greatest actor that is sure to become an
instant classic. The Contender includes sixteen pages of photographs.

Hot Toddy
History of Hollywood in the 1940's

The Castle on Sunset
Eddie Mannix and Howard Strickling are virtually unknown outside of Hollywood
and little-remembered even there, but as General Manager and Head of Publicity
for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios, they lorded over all the stars in Hollywood’s
golden age from the 1920s through the 1940s—including legends like Garbo,
Dietrich, Gable and Garland. When MGM stars found themselves in trouble, it was
Eddie and Howard who took care of them—solved their problems, hid their crimes,
and kept their secrets. They were “the Fixers.” At a time when image meant
everything and the stars were worth millions to the studios that owned them,
Mannix and Strickling were the most important men at MGM. Through a complex
web of contacts in every arena, from reporters and doctors to corrupt police and
district attorneys, they covered up some of the most notorious crimes and scandals
in Hollywood history, keeping stars out of jail and, more importantly, their names
out of the papers. They handled problems as diverse as the murder of Paul Bern
(husband of MGM’s biggest star, Jean Harlow), the studio-directed drug addictions
of Judy Garland, the murder of Ted Healy (creator of The Three Stooges) at the
hands of Wallace Beery, and arranging for an unmarried Loretta Young to adopt
her own child—a child fathered by a married Clark Gable. Through exhaustive
research and interviews with contemporaries, this is the never-before-told story of
Eddie Mannix and Howard Strickling. The dual biography describes how a mobrelated New Jersey laborer and the quiet son of a grocer became the most powerful
men at the biggest studio in the world.

A Deed of Death
A gay man who fled his hometown in a cloud of scandal and guilt returns home to
his estranged family—and the boy he left behind The first call is from Wally Day’s
estranged mother, begging him to come home. The second is from Sebastian
Garafolo, a Brown’s Mill cop Wally last spoke to when he confessed to having
underage sex in the old apple orchard. Today, Garafolo is calling about something
else entirely: Wally’s cousin Kyle is missing. Twenty years ago, Wally fled his
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hometown in shame. He returns to a place that has barely changed, where he
knows who walks the streets by day and who comes out at night. Now, as
circumstances force him to confront the events that drove him to leave who he
was far behind, Wally must also face dark truths about his family . . . about a
shattering night and a crime that still haunts him and shaped the man he has
become. If he has any hope of embracing the future, he must first make peace
with his past. All American Boy is a stunning novel about forbidden love,
forgiveness, and hard-won redemption.

Midnight Assassin
Part biography, part true-crime narrative, this painstakingly researched book
chronicles the improbable rise and stunning fall of Roscoe “Fatty” Arbuckle from
his early big screen success to his involvement in actress Virginia Rappe’s death,
and the resulting irreparable damage to his career. It describes how during the
course of a rowdy party hosted by the comedian in a San Francisco hotel, Rappe
became fatally ill, and Arbuckle was subsequently charged with manslaughter.
Ultimately acquitted after three trials, neither his career nor his reputation ever
recovered from this devastating incident. Relying on a careful examination of
documents, the book finally reveals what most likely occurred that Labor Day
weekend in 1921 in that fateful hotel room. In addition, it covers the evolution of
the film industry—from the first silent experiments to the connection between
Arbuckle’s scandal and the implementation of industry-wide censorship that
altered the course of Hollywood filmmaking for five decades.

Black Dahlia, Red Rose: The Crime, Corruption, and Cover-Up of
America's Greatest Unsolved Murder
“Masterful . . . Many books have been written about Streisand but few, if any, put
readers as close to the subject as Mann does” (Miami Herald). A legendary singer,
songwriter, actress, and filmmaker with multiple Academy, Emmy, Grammy, Tony,
and even two Peabody awards to her name, Barbara Streisand is a talent like no
other. In Hello, Gorgeous, celebrity biographer William J. Mann profiles the Brooklynborn talent, focusing on her early years, honing her persona at Greenwich Village
nightclubs like the Blue Angel and the Bon Soir. Streisand lost her father at an
early age and had a rocky relationship with her mother, but her natural abilities
and supernatural chutzpah soon earned her the role of a lifetime: a starring role as
Fanny Brice in the Broadway musical, Funny Girl. In lush detail, Mann chronicles
Streisand’s dizzying ascent from an unknown dreamer into one of the world’s most
beloved superstars. “Mann’s meticulous research and insightful analysis go deeper
than any previous biography: shedding light on the formative years that shaped
Streisand’s persona, debunking some myths . . . and providing a cultural snapshot
of the wild and free-spirited era in which Streisand blossomed.” —USA Today

Mae Murray
"In Hollywood myths, veteran film critic Joe Williams dissects the film industry's
biggest myths and rumors, from the dawn of the silver screen to the twenty-first
century. Myths discussed pertain to superstars, power couples, groundbreaking
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films, and the industry itself"--Provided by publisher.

The Glamour Factory
More than fifty years after the Thelma Todd murder case was closed unsolved, the
author solves the crime.

A Cast of Killers
Murders, suicides, unexplained deaths, scandalous romances, illegitimate children,
cover-ups, and more, from the 1920s to Hollywood's Golden Age in the 1960s and
right up to the present day. It covers over 60 scandals including: The Roscoe 'Fatty'
Arbuckle Scandal; Clark Gable's Baby Scandals; The Rape of Patricia Douglas; The
Life and Death of Jean Harlow; The Sudden Death of James Dean; Marilyn Monroe's
Mysterious Death; John Belushi Dies at the Chateau Marmont; Madonna's
Hollywood Stalker; Hugh Grant's Hollywood Scandal; Winona Ryder Is Arrested For
Shoplifting; The Brad Pitt, Jennifer Aniston and Angelina Jolie Love Triangle; The
Tragic Life and Death of Anna Nicole Smith; The Life and Death of Michael Jackson;
Arnold Schwarzenegger's Love Child; The Very Public Melt-Down of Charlie Sheen;
The Rise and Fall of Whitney Houston; The Marriage of Tom Cruise and Katie
Holmes and many, many more.

Hello, Gorgeous
A New Yorker writer revisits the seminal book of her youth--Middlemarch--and
fashions a singular, involving story of how a passionate attachment to a great work
of literature can shape our lives and help us to read our own histories. Rebecca
Mead was a young woman in an English coastal town when she first read George
Eliot's Middlemarch, regarded by many as the greatest English novel. After gaining
admission to Oxford, and moving to the United States to become a journalist,
through several love affairs, then marriage and family, Mead read and reread
Middlemarch. The novel, which Virginia Woolf famously described as "one of the
few English novels written for grown-up people," offered Mead something that
modern life and literature did not. In this wise and revealing work of biography,
reporting, and memoir, Rebecca Mead leads us into the life that the book made for
her, as well as the many lives the novel has led since it was written. Employing a
structure that deftly mirrors that of the novel, My Life in Middlemarch takes the
themes of Eliot's masterpiece--the complexity of love, the meaning of marriage,
the foundations of morality, and the drama of aspiration and failure--and brings
them into our world. Offering both a fascinating reading of Eliot's biography and an
exploration of the way aspects of Mead's life uncannily echo that of Eliot herself,
My Life in Middlemarch is for every ardent lover of literature who cares about why
we read books, and how they read us. From the Hardcover edition.

Major Problems in California History
From the author of Turning the Tide comes a riveting Hollywood expose filled with
sex, glamour, mystery, and corruption--a true crime classic. In 1967, director King
Vidor took it upon himself to attempt to solve the 1922 murder of flamboyant
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director William Desmond Taylor. This mesmerizing account reconstructs the full
shocking truth of the murder that was too scandalous even for Hollywood.
Photographs.

Room 1219
An analysis of the 1922 unsolved murder of film director William Desmond Taylor
focuses on the two actresses in Taylor's life--ingenue Mary Miles Minter and Mabel
Normand, a star and a drug addict

Murder in Hollywood
The award-winning author presents a provocative, thoroughly modern revisionist
biographical history of one of America’s greatest and most influential families—the
Roosevelts—exposing heretofore unknown family secrets and detailing complex
family rivalries with his signature cinematic flair. Drawing on previously hidden
historical documents and interviews with the long-silent "illegitimate" branch of the
family, William J. Mann paints an elegant, meticulously researched, and
groundbreaking group portrait of this legendary family. Mann argues that the
Roosevelts’ rise to power and prestige was actually driven by a series of intense
personal contest that at times devolved into blood sport. His compelling and eyeopening masterwork is the story of a family at war with itself, of social Darwinism
at its most ruthless—in which the strong devoured the weak and repudiated the
inconvenient. Mann focuses on Eleanor Roosevelt, who, he argues, experienced
this brutality firsthand, witnessing her Uncle Theodore cruelly destroy her father,
Elliott—his brother and bitter rival—for political expediency. Mann presents a
fascinating alternate picture of Eleanor, contending that this "worshipful niece" in
fact bore a grudge against TR for the rest of her life, and dares to tell the truth
about her intimate relationships without obfuscations, explanations, or labels.
Mann also brings into focus Eleanor’s cousins, TR’s children, whose stories
propelled the family rivalry but have never before been fully chronicled, as well as
her illegitimate half-brother, Elliott Roosevelt Mann, who inherited his family’s
ambition and skill without their name and privilege. Growing up in poverty just
miles from his wealthy relatives, Elliott Mann embodied the American Dream, rising
to middle-class prosperity and enjoying one of the very few happy, long-term
marriages in the Roosevelt saga. For the first time, The Wars of the Roosevelts also
includes the stories of Elliott’s daughter and grandchildren, and never-before-seen
photographs from their archives. Deeply psychological and finely rendered,
illustrated with sixteen pages of black-and-white photographs, The Wars of the
Roosevelts illuminates not only the enviable strengths but also the profound
shame of this remarkable and influential family.

Tinseltown
This volume compiles carefully selected documents and essays to illuminate the
most important controversies in the history of California from the precontact period
to the present.

Wisecracker
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"A crusading legal scholar exposes the powerful psychological forces that
undermine our criminal justice system--and affect us all Our nation is founded on
the notion that the law is impartial, that legal cases are won or lost on the basis of
evidence, careful reasoning and nuanced argument. But they may, in fact, turn on
the temperature of the courtroom, the camera angle of a defendant's taped
confession, or a simple word choice or gesture during a cross-examination. In
Unfair, law professor Adam Benforado shines a light on this troubling new research,
showing, for example, that people with certain facial features receive longer
sentences and that judges are far more likely to grant parole first thing in the
morning. In fact, over the last two decades, psychologists and neuroscientists have
uncovered many cognitive forces that operate beyond our conscious
awareness--and Benforado argues that until we address these hidden biases headon, the social inequality we see now will only widen, as powerful players and
institutions find ways to exploit the weaknesses in our legal system. Weaving
together historical examples, scientific studies, and compelling court cases--from
the border collie put on trial in Kentucky to the five teenagers who falsely
confessed in the Central Park Jogger case--Benforado shows how our judicial
processes fail to uphold our values and protect society's weakest members,
convicting the innocent while letting dangerous criminals go free. With clarity and
passion, he lays out the scope of the problem and proposes a wealth of reforms
that could prevent injustice and help us achieve true fairness and equality before
the law"--

Kate
Hundreds of insiders--from stars to stuntmen--recall the Golden Age of Hollywood
and how Tinseltown became a business dominated by four major studios. By the
author of Hollywood Beauty. Simultaneous.

If I Can't Have You
Depicts the murder of Iowa farmer John Hossack in 1900 and the subsequent trial
of his wife who was accused and found guilty of the crime and sentenced to life in
prison before being released.

The Biograph Girl
2014 IPPY Bronze Medal Award. A tantalizing mixture of classic Hollywood nostalgia
and true crime, True Hollywood Noir: Filmland Mysteries and Murder, featuring 100
rare photographs, is suspenseful, entertaining, and eminently readable. Uncover
true stories of mystery and murder in a dozen different chapters featuring William
Desmond Taylor, Thomas Ince, Jean Harlow, Thelma Todd, Joan Bennett, Lana
Turner, George Reeves, Gig Young, Bob Crane, Natalie Wood, Robert Blake, and
Mickey Cohen. Included in the cast of characters of this book are Johnny
Stompanato, William Randolph Hearst, Marion Davies, and Charlie Chaplin. And
find never before told mob stories about Ben "Bugsy" Siegel, Virginia Hill, and a
host of notorious underworld figures. From 1922 until 2001, explore some of
Filmland's most fascinating mysteries, scandals and murders true Hollywood noir
lived by the players behind the scenes. Each chapter dissects the various theories
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in each case, but it is up to you to make up your own mind. From the West Coast
mob and city corruption intertwining with Hollywood mysteries on and off the
screen, to the plots of noir films pulled from actual happenings in the underworld,
get the stories behind the stories, the darker images playing out in living color
behind the silver screen. While most of the actors featured here met with untimely
tragic deaths or notorious misfortune coloring the remainder of their lives, the
talent of these highly creative individuals and the legacy they've left us gives them
a timeless immortality.

Testimony of a Death
Inspired by author Tori Telfer's Jezebel column “Lady Killers,” this thrilling and
entertaining compendium investigates female serial killers and their crimes
through the ages. When you think of serial killers throughout history, the names
that come to mind are ones like Jack the Ripper, John Wayne Gacy, and Ted Bundy.
But what about Tillie Klimek, Moulay Hassan, Kate Bender? The narrative we’re
comfortable with is the one where women are the victims of violent crime, not the
perpetrators. In fact, serial killers are thought to be so universally, overwhelmingly
male that in 1998, FBI profiler Roy Hazelwood infamously declared in a homicide
conference, “There are no female serial killers.” Lady Killers, based on the popular
online series that appeared on Jezebel and The Hairpin, disputes that claim and
offers fourteen gruesome examples as evidence. Though largely forgotten by
history, female serial killers such as Erzsébet Báthory, Nannie Doss, Mary Ann
Cotton, and Darya Nikolayevna Saltykova rival their male counterparts in cunning,
cruelty, and appetite for destruction. Each chapter explores the crimes and history
of a different subject, and then proceeds to unpack her legacy and her portrayal in
the media, as well as the stereotypes and sexist clichés that inevitably surround
her. The first book to examine female serial killers through a feminist lens with a
witty and dryly humorous tone, Lady Killers dismisses easy explanations (she was
hormonal, she did it for love, a man made her do it) and tired tropes (she was a
femme fatale, a black widow, a witch), delving into the complex reality of female
aggression and predation. Featuring 14 illustrations from Dame Darcy, Lady Killers
is a bloodcurdling, insightful, and irresistible journey into the heart of darkness.

Mabel Normand: A Source Book to Her Life and Films (8th
Edition)
A New York Times–bestselling author and former Los Angeles Times reporter
chronicles the marriage between a Christian woman and an ex-con that ends in
murder. When Carol Montecalvo began writing to a man in prison through a
program at her church, she considered it her Christian duty. But the letters soon
became her lifeline, something she actually looked forward to sending and
receiving. She fell in love with the man behind the letters and just before Dan was
released, they wed in the prison chapel. Their marriage lasted nine years, until the
fateful night when Dan stoically called 911 to report his wife’s murder. With a halfmillion dollar insurance policy riding on his wife’s death, and a string of adulterous
affairs in his past, Dan is the most obvious suspect. But is this former felon really
guilty? Or could he actually be a grieving widower, in the wrong place at the wrong
time? In this powerful true crime account of the gruesome murder and sensational
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trial that followed, New York Times–bestselling author Karen Kingsbury weaves an
emotional story that leaves readers guessing until the final, harrowing conclusion.

Bright Boulevards, Bold Dreams
Chronicles the saga of 1930s film star William Haines, his survival in Hollywood's
gay subculture, and his rise to fame as a top interior decorator after being
blacklisted by the movie industry. 15,000 first printing. First serial, Vanity Fair.
Second serial, Architectural Digest.

Mabel Normand
This classic novel by bestselling author William J. Mann features a gay man trying
to come to terms with sex, friendship, aging, and falling—and staying—in love This
stunning slice of gay life at the turn of the millennium introduces thirtysomething
Jeff O’Brien. After six years, his lover, Lloyd, has just announced that the passion
between them has died. Terrified of ending up alone, Jeff turns his eye toward
other men. But the anonymous, impersonal encounters leave him feeling sordid
and used. In search of love during this “last summer in which I am to be young,” he
finds romance with a beautiful houseboy named Eduardo. At twenty-two, Eduardo
is the same age Jeff was when he began a relationship with the older David Javitz,
a leading activist now gravely ill with AIDS. But David became more than a lover to
Jeff, who wasn’t yet out of the closet. He was his mentor and cherished friend.
Narrated by Jeff, who’s caught between the baby boomers and generation X, the
novel shuttles between summers in Provincetown and winters in Boston. The Men
from the Boys is about the illusive nature of love and desire—“the magic that
happens across a dance floor,” leaving you “forever young.”

Men Who Love Men
Mae Murray (1885--1965), popularly known as "the girl with the bee-stung lips,"
was a fiery presence in silent-era Hollywood. Renowned for her classic beauty and
charismatic presence, she rocketed to stardom as a dancer in the Ziegfeld Follies,
moving across the country to star in her first film, To Have and to Hold, in 1916. An
instant hit with audiences, Murray soon became one of the most famous names in
Tinseltown. However, Murray's moment in the spotlight was fleeting. The
introduction of talkies, a string of failed marriages, a serious career blunder, and a
number of bitter legal battles left the former star in a state of poverty and mental
instability that she would never overcome. In this intriguing biography, Michael G.
Ankerich traces Murray's career from the footlights of Broadway to the klieg lights
of Hollywood, recounting her impressive body of work on the stage and screen and
charting her rapid ascent to fame and decline into obscurity. Featuring exclusive
interviews with Murray's only son, Daniel, and with actor George Hamilton, whom
the actress closely befriended at the end of her life, Ankerich restores this
important figure in early film to the limelight.

Unfair
Examines how gay and lesbian actors, directors, producers, and set and costume
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designers significantly influenced and shaped Hollywood, and describes their
working conditions, treatment by studios, and nightlife.

Final Vows
In If I Can't Have You, bestselling author Gregg Olsen and co-author Rebecca Morris
investigate one of the 21st Century's most puzzling disappearances and how it
resulted in the murder of two children by their father. Every once in a great while a
genuine murder mystery unfolds before the eyes of the American public. The tragic
story of Susan Powell and her murdered boys, Charlie and Braden, is the only case
that rivals the Jon Benet Ramsey saga in the annals of true crime. When the pretty,
blonde Utah mother went missing in December of 2009 the media was swept up in
the story – with lenses and microphones trained on Susan's husband, Josh. He said
he had no idea what happened to his young wife, and that he and the boys had
been camping in the middle of a snowstorm. Over the next three years bombshell
by bombshell, the story would reveal more shocking secrets. Josh's father, Steve,
who was sexually obsessed with Susan, would ultimately be convicted of
unspeakable perversion. Josh's brother, Michael, would commit suicide. And in the
most stunning event of them all, Josh Powell would murder his two little boys and
kill himself with brutality beyond belief.

Member of the Family
Martin Jarvis narrates this novelization based on a serial from the original TV series.
The Doctor and Sarah arrive back in the TARDIS to find London completely
deserted - except for the dinosaurs. Has the return of these prehistoric creatures
been deliberately planned and, if so, who can be behind it all?

The Contender
New York Times Bestseller Edgar Award winner for Best Fact Crime The Day of the
Locust meets The Devil in the White City and Midnight in the Garden of Good and
Evil in this juicy, untold Hollywood story: an addictive true tale of ambition,
scandal, intrigue, murder, and the creation of the modern film industry. By 1920,
the movies had suddenly become America’s new favorite pastime, and one of the
nation’s largest industries. Never before had a medium possessed such power to
influence. Yet Hollywood’s glittering ascendency was threatened by a string of
headline-grabbing tragedies—including the murder of William Desmond Taylor, the
popular president of the Motion Picture Directors Association, a legendary crime
that has remained unsolved until now. In a fiendishly involving narrative,
bestselling Hollywood chronicler William J. Mann draws on a rich host of sources,
including recently released FBI files, to unpack the story of the enigmatic Taylor
and the diverse cast that surrounded him—including three beautiful, ambitious
actresses; a grasping stage mother; a devoted valet; and a gang of two-bit thugs,
any of whom might have fired the fatal bullet. And overseeing this entire landscape
of intrigue was Adolph Zukor, the brilliant and ruthless founder of Paramount,
locked in a struggle for control of the industry and desperate to conceal the truth
about the crime. Along the way, Mann brings to life Los Angeles in the Roaring
Twenties: a sparkling yet schizophrenic town filled with party girls, drug dealers,
Page 12/15

Access Free Tinseltown Murder Morphine And Madness At The Dawn Of
Hollywood
religious zealots, newly-minted legends and starlets already past their prime—a
dangerous place where the powerful could still run afoul of the desperate. A true
story recreated with the suspense of a novel, Tinseltown is the work of a storyteller
at the peak of his powers—and the solution to a crime that has stumped detectives
and historians for nearly a century.

Behind the Screen
“[A] juicy page turner . . . capturing both the allure and the perils of the dream
factory that promised riches and fame.”—New York Times Book Review The
gruesome 1947 murder of hopeful starlet Elizabeth Short holds a permanent place
in American lore as one of our most inscrutable true-crime mysteries. In a
groundbreaking feat of detection hailed as “extensive” and “convincing” (Bustle),
skilled legal sleuth Piu Eatwell cracks the case after seventy years, rescuing Short
from tabloid fodder to reveal the woman behind the headlines. Drawing on recently
unredacted FBI and LAPD files and exclusive interviews, Black Dahlia, Red Rose is a
gripping panorama of noir-tinged 1940s Hollywood and a definitive account of one
of the biggest unsolved murders of American legal history.

The Fixers
In this poignant and disturbing memoir of lost innocence, coercion, survival, and
healing, Dianne Lake chronicles her years with Charles Manson, revealing for the
first time how she became the youngest member of his Family and offering new
insights into one of the twentieth century’s most notorious criminals and life as one
of his "girls." At age fourteen Dianne Lake—with little more than a note in her
pocket from her hippie parents granting her permission to leave them—became
one of "Charlie’s girls," a devoted acolyte of cult leader Charles Manson. Over the
course of two years, the impressionable teenager endured manipulation,
psychological control, and physical abuse as the harsh realities and looming
darkness of Charles Manson’s true nature revealed itself. From Spahn ranch and
the group acid trips, to the Beatles’ White Album and Manson’s dangerous messiahcomplex, Dianne tells the riveting story of the group’s descent into madness as she
lived it. Though she never participated in any of the group’s gruesome crimes and
was purposely insulated from them, Dianne was arrested with the rest of the
Manson Family, and eventually learned enough to join the prosecution’s case
against them. With the help of good Samaritans, including the cop who first
arrested her and later adopted her, the courageous young woman eventually found
redemption and grew up to lead an ordinary life. While much has been written
about Charles Manson, this riveting account from an actual Family member is a
chilling portrait that recreates in vivid detail one of the most horrifying and
fascinating chapters in modern American history. Member of the Family includes
16 pages of photographs.

My Life in Middlemarch
Elizabeth Taylor has never been short on star power, but in this unprecedented
biography, the spotlight is entirely on her—a spirited beauty full of magic,
professional daring, and wit. Acclaimed biographer William Mann follows Elizabeth
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Taylor publicly as she makes her ascent at MGM, falls into (and out of) marriages,
wins Oscars, fights studio feuds, and combats America's conservative values with
her decidedly modern love affairs. But he also shines a light on Elizabeth's rich
private life, revealing a love for her craft and a loyalty to the underdog that fueled
her lifelong battle against the studio system. Swathed in mink, disposing of
husbands but keeping the diamonds—this is Elizabeth Taylor as she lived and
loved, breaking and making the rules in the game of supreme celebrity.

The Mammoth Book of Hollywood Scandals
The first major Katharine Hepburn biography independent of her control reveals
the smart, complicated, and sophisticated woman behind the image Onscreen she
played society girls, Spencer Tracy's sidekick, lionesses in winter. But the best
character Katharine Hepburn ever created was Katharine Hepburn: a Connecticut
Yankee, outspoken and elegant, she wore pants whatever the occasion and
bristled at Hollywood glitter. So captivating was her image that she never seemed
less than authentic. But how well did we know her, really? Was there a woman
behind the image who was more human, more driven, and ultimately more
triumphant because of her vulnerability? William J. Mann—a cultural historian and
journalist, a sympathetic admirer but no mere fan—has fashioned an intimate,
often revisionist, and truly unique close-up that challenges much of what we think
we know about the Great Kate. Previous biographies—mostly products of friends
and fans—have recycled the stories she hid behind, taking Hollywood myths at
face value. Mann goes deeper, delivering new details from friends and family who
have not been previously interviewed and drawing on materials only available
since Hepburn's death. With affection, intelligence, and a voluminous knowledge of
Hollywood history, Mann shows us how a woman originally considered too special
and controversial for fame learned the fine arts of movie stardom and transformed
herself into an icon as durable and all-American as the Statue of Liberty.
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